








General Education Course Certification 

Application Form 

In each box provided, write a concise narrative that explains how the required skill components are integrated 

into the course. The narratives should address what students will do in the course throughout the semester to 

develop the essential skills and how those skills will be assessed. Hint: embedding the language of the skill 

components into the narrative helps the reviewer to see how individual component skills are addressed. The 

narratives should not address how the discipline fits into General Education. They also should be written with 

a general audience in mind and avoid discipline specific jargon as much as possible. 

Be sure to address the required number of the component skills as listed above each narrative box. 

Communication 

i. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility

ii. Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating Messages

iii. Evaluation and Production of Arguments

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 3 components of the Communication skill. 

ANTH 115 engages students in a variety of genres and media that include oral and written communication. 

In ANTH 115, students learn the important role that culture, history, and politics has played in shaping 

public experience and understanding of Native American culture. That is, students develop an awareness of 

how their previous understanding of Native American culture has been shaped by media and different genre 

(genre and medium awareness, application and versatility). Through lectures, films, class discussions, and 

assignments (see attached syllabus and sample assignment), students learn to reevaluate these messages 

and to evaluate the impacts of Euroamerican policies and program on indigenous cultures and their modern 

impact on major social issues today (Learning Objectives 5 and 6). As demonstrated in the sample 

assignment, students discuss the impacts of Euroamerican policies and programs on indigenous peoples. In 

this assignment, they are required to describe and explain the factors that hinder or support different 

aspects of the aboriginal culture (strategies for understanding and evaluating messages). In presenting their 

conclusions, they must support their rationale with documentation of specific factors that support their 

conclusions (evaluation and production of arguments). Finally, at each stage of their reading, students are 

asked to reflect on how they can communicate what they are learning. In the Learning Log (see attached 

syllabus), students are asked to reflect on how they can apply what they have learned and how they can 

teach someone else what they have learned. The objective is not only that they learn the content material, 

but that they demonstrate how they can share and communicate the knowledge they have acquired. 

Revised 7 /22/19 5 



General Education Course Certification 

Application Form 

Critical Thinking 

i. Problem Setting

ii. Evidence Acquisition

iii. Evidence Evaluation

iv. Reasoning/Conclusion

Explain how the proposed course addresses a/14 components of the Critical Thinking skill. 

Students in ANTH 115 are required to engage in critical thinking throughout the semester. Examples are 

seen in the syllabus (see attached syllabus) and different student assignments. First, in ANTH 115, students 

learn about different indigenous cultures, including their traditions and adaptations, throughout different 

North American regions. Through these case studies (see attached syllabus), students develop an awareness 

of the cultural variation, different historical experiences, and different social issues that have faced different 

Native American groups (problem setting). In another student assignment, the student demonstrates critical 

thinking by analyzing cross-cultural situations of indigenous peoples, grounding comparative analysis in the 

case material (evidence acquisition and evidence evaluation). In this reflection essay, students are 

encouraged to reflect on their own thoughts, values, and assumptions, while grounding their reflections in 

the cultural evidence they have presented about the different groups (reasoning/conclusion). As well, for 

reflection assignments, the grading rubric (see attached sample assignment) includes an evaluation of 

student's critical thinking in the particular assignment. Not only for grading the assignment, these criteria 

also allow students to assess their own development and thoughtful reflections over different assignments 

over the course of the class. 

Quantitative Reasoning 

i. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information

ii. Analysis of Quantitative Arguments

iii. Application of Quantitative Models

Explain how the proposed course addresses a/13 components of the Quantitative Reasoning skill. 

Not applicable. 
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Personal & Social Responsibility 

i. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence

ii. Sustainability and the natural and human worlds

iii. Ethical reasoning

iv. Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems

v. and Civic discourse, civic knowledge and engagement - local and global

Explain how the proposed course addresses 2 out of 5 components of the Personal & Social Responsibility skill. 

One of the main objectives of ANTH 115 is to teach students intercultural reasoning and intercultural 

competence, through examining the historical experiences and cultures of Native American peoples in 

North America. By unpacking the historical impact of Euroamerican policies on indigenous peoples, students 

reflect on earlier assumptions about Native American cultures, develop greater awareness of differences 

across cultural groups, and recognize the importance of contextualizing their understanding of Native 

American peoples within the context of colonialism and removal of Native American communities, among 

other policy factors (intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence). In written response statements 

to readings, students are encouraged to reflect and examine their own thoughts, beliefs, values, and 

attitudes about their understanding of the specific topic (intercultural reasoning and intercultural 

competence). By examining the historical experiences and persistence of Native American peoples across 

different regions of the United States, students acquire a deeper appreciation for how each culture adapted 

to its regional environment and adopted different strategies in order to maintain their indigenous culture in 

the modern world (see attached syllabus) (sustainability and the natural and human worlds). Through this 

process (in particular through class discussion and reflection), students develop greater recognition of 

cultural diversity and the human rights of different peoples to maintain their culture, traditional lifeways, 

and identity in a modern complex society (ethical reasoning). As demonstrated in the student assignment 

and class syllabus (see attached sample assignment and syllabus), students engage in reflection and 

discussion with other students in the class. Reflecting the cultural diversity that comprises New Mexico, the 

class is often comprised of students from different cultural backgrounds, including Native American, Latino, 

immigrant, Anglo, and international students, among others. In each class discussion, students are 

encouraged to read and respond to other student statements, but always with respect. Students are 

evaluated on how they ground their responses in the information presented. Here the objective is to foster 

civil exchange, respect differences, and reach understandings that are grounded in reflective 

communication (Civic discourse, civic knowledge and engagement- local and global). Finally, in cases where 

the class is offered on-line (see the attached syllabus), rules on netiquette (on-line etiquette) are clearly 

defined in order to foster discourse and exchange of ideas in a respectful manner. 
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