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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 

A. Institution and Course Information

Name of Institution 
Department 
Course Number, Title, Credits 

Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any 

New Mexico State University 

Agricultural Economics and Agricultural Business 

AEEC 2130, Survey of Food and Agricultural Issues, 3cr 

FSTE 2130, Survey of Food and Agricultural Issues, 3cr 

These two courses are cross-listed and equivalent, so instruction is 

not differentiated with respect to general education essential skills. 

We request that this one certification form serve to certify both 

courses. 

Is this application for your system (ENMU, Yes 

NMSU, & UNM)? 
Name and Title of Contact Person 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person 

Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 

181 Yes D No 

This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 

181 AA/ AS/BA/BS O AAS 

B. Content Area and Essential Skills

To which content area should this course be added? Indicate "Other" if the course is not associated with one of the six 

NM General Education content areas. 

D Communications D Mathematics D Science 
D Humanities D Creative & Fine Arts 

� Social & Behavioral Sciences 
D Other 

Which essential skills will be addressed? 

181 Communication 181 Critical Thinking D Information & Digital Literacy 
D Quantitative Reasoning � Personal & Social Responsibility 

C. Learning Outcomes

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for 

I AEEC 2130 and FSTE 2130, Survey of Food and Agricultural Issues 



List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 

http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx) 

Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Understand of global agriculture including production techniques used in various geographical

regions, consumption trends, and political and social constraints.

2. Synthesis information about agricultural issues and make informed arguments

3. Articulately discuss modern issues in agriculture

4. Write coherent arguments relative to personal beliefs regarding agricultural issues

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

Articulate and discuss modern issues in agriculture; policy, economic, cultural, social, environmental, and historical 

implications. (Elaboration of CCN SLO #3) 

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

Students enrolled in AEEC/FSTE 2130 will focus on developing communication skills through classroom discussions 

and submitted papers generated through multiple readings, guest speakers, videos and other relative topic sources 

with the primary focus on issues facing food and agriculture. Primary emphasis will be placed on genre awareness, 

understanding and evaluating different messages and how they are delivered, synthesis of these different messages, 

strategic problem identification and the organization and presentation of potential solutions. Students are expected 

to synthesize and analyze relevant information from current periodical, journal publications, news media and internet 

sources, and from human resources (i.e., friends, acquaintances, experts). Students will develop their own argument 

and share their findings during an organized/structured class discussion. Each student will have the opportunity to 

discuss a specific idea, professionally communicate among the classroom participants and expand fellow classmates 

understanding of the facts presented. Both written and oral communication contribute to the foundation for this 

course. Students ability to effectively communicate their issue along with potential solutions/resolutions should be 

based on strong evidence from proven research. Students are required to provide 5 to 8 complete MLA or APA 

formatted credible references for each subject discussed. An emphasis to incorporate peer-reviewed references is 

made by the instructor. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

The ability to organize evidence to support an argument is essential and requires significant critical thinking. Students 

will be challenged to synthesize information from multiple sources into a concise argument focused around a specific 

problem or issue. Each class meeting, students will come to class with a written paper and prepared to discuss a 

student-identified problem relative to the broader class subject. Allowing the students to explore the "general topic" 

and identify a problem within that topic encourages the students to explore a realm more applicable to their own 

interest. Developing the student's skills for acquiring evidence which supports for their argument provides the 

platform for them to explore peer-reviewed publications, scientific journals, periodicals, social media, as well as 

government agency publications. The ability to research evaluate these diverse sources of evidence and communicate 



the findings to fellow students during the discussion will provide students the opportunity to learn about agriculture 

issues through peer interpretations, contributions, and critical thinking. The discussions will provide all students the 

opportunity to learn additional information about a specific topic related to agriculture, while observing how their 

peers view and communicate their own unique perspective on the same topic. Each student will present the 

information to the rest of the class and participate in professional discussions where they are encouraged to openly 

express their opinions and ideas in a non-judgmental environment. Students are expected to use approved sources in 

developing their positions and corresponding arguments. Critically evaluating the general idea present that day while 

demonstrating evidence and sound reasoning for their conclusions will expand the understanding of many of the 

issues within the food and agricultural sectors. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

None. 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement - local and global 

Recognizing students' inherent desire to understand and contribute to a more sustainable existence provides a strong 

platform for them to understand how the food and agricultural sectors contribute to personal and social 

responsibilities. Incorporation of political, economic, and societal responsibilities when it comes to food, populations 

and the environment provide a great discussion platform. Exploring responsibilities within the context of agriculture 

promotes student growth and self-awareness. Encouraging students to discuss intercultural reasoning and 

significance as it pertains to food and agricultural also builds better understanding of cultures and consumption. 

While always developing an understanding of the value system within our society; exploring civic discourse both on a 

local and global level allows for a broader perspective of the significant impacts of access to food and agriculture. 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

None. 

E. Supporting Documents

181 Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) 181 Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019)

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

Signature of Chief Academic Officer Date 







Presentation Rubric for AEEC/FTSE 2130, Survey of Food and Agricutlural Issues 

NMSU, ACES, Spring 2019 

Subject: 
Present and inform 
about a single issue 
associated with the 
food and agriculture 
industry. 

Critical Thinkin : 
Establish a problem 
idenficiation process 
while providing 
evidence of 
assessment. 

Communication: 
Understanding and 

Exemplary 
(25 points) 

Competent 
(18 points) 

Emerging 
(13 points) 

Not Evident 
(Opoints) 

Poses trends, production Poses a single issue but Poses random ideas of No evidence of 
changes, issues does not report details a issue. Little to no research 
associated with a single on trends, production sources for citations or 
event/issue/occurance. changes or proof of data/evidence. 
The presentation should consumption changes. Little to no details 
idenify specific issue, The presentation might about trends, 
consumers, producers, 
production and possibly 
pol icy events 

Clearly defines the 

be objectively written consumption changes 
with few facts to or production shifts. 
support position. 

Partly defines the Limited detai Is of the Does not identify 
trends/events/issue/occu trends/events/issues/ trends/events/issues/a trends/events/issues/ 
ranee and explains how it occurance and does not ccurances and does nto occurances and does 
effects the food and have significant provide any evidence not provide evidence 
agricutlure industry. 
Provides complete 
sources and citations. 

evidence to support of their assessment. 
their assessment. Did 
not include complete 
sources and citations. 

to base their 
assessment. 

Clearly explains how the Partly explains how the Limited explaination to Does not explain how 
evaluation of different argument/position was argument/position was how the the argument was 
messages, genre developed and evidence developed with argument/position was developed. 
awareness and the of proof. Recognizing the limited proof. Used developed. 
final production of the different types of only one type of source 
argument. 

Mechanics: 
Use of section heads 
to organize sections. 

messages and impacts for evidence. 
they have. Emphasis on 
peer-reviewed/scientific 
evidence. 

Presentation flowed Presentation did not 
nicely and uses all section have a smooth flow 

Presentation jums 
around and does not 

Issues with grammar, headings. 2 or fewer and uses some section uses section headings. 
spelling and errors. 
punctuation. 

headings. 3-4 errors 5-6 errors. 

No use of section 
headings. 7+ errors. 




