






1. Introduce students to the basic concepts and research methods of cultural anthropology as one of the

disciplines of social science, including fundamental concepts, such as culture and society, which form the

pillars of the discipline (e.g. cultural relativism, cultural persistence and change, world-view and

enculturation). 2. Comprehend the importance of studying cultural anthropology. 3. Demonstrate knowledge

of the practice of anthropological research in the modern world that is increasingly multicultural,

transnational and globally interconnected (e.g. globalization and modern world system). 4. Demonstrate an

awareness of how students' own cultures shape their experiences and the way they see the world, as well as

help them understand and interact with other cultures. 5. Understand how beliefs, values and assumptions

are influenced by culture, biology, history, economic, and social structures. 6. Gain a sense of relationship

with people possessing different experiences from their own. 7. Gain a deeper understanding and

appreciation for cultural anthropology as a broad discipline through learning about its practices, and

differentiating cultural anthropology from other disciplines that study people. 8. Become more sensitive and

engaged global citizens from a culturally relative perspectives.

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

ANTH 125G engages students in a variety of genres and media that include oral and written communication. In ANTH 

125G, students learn the important role that culture plays in shaping our experience, understanding of the world, and 

the communication of those understandings (Learning Objectives #4 and #5). That is, students develop an awareness 

about how we use culture to communicate values, beliefs, and understandings. Through assignments, students apply 

this framework to understand and evaluate the cultural messages that are communicated. As an example, one 

assignment requires students to document a Day of the Dead (Dia de los Muertos) altar through written observations 

and visual photographs and/or sketches (see student assignment: Day of the Dead altar. Through this exercise, 

students learn to "read" the symbolic messages contained within the altar, to evaluate the messages being 

communicated by the family members who have constructed the altar. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

Students in ANTH 125G are required to engage in critical thinking throughout the semester. Examples are seen in 

different content topics and in student assignments. First, in ANTH 125G, over the course of the semester, students 

reexamine some of the basic components that comprise different societies, such as language, subsistence, economics, 

kinship, religion, and ethnicity, among others. These topics are presented not as givens but as issues to be examined 

(problem setting). Second, through lectures, films, and class discussions, students examine these topics across 

different cultures around the world, comparing the cultures as cases in order to revise and rethink some of their own 

cultural assumptions (evidence acquisition and evidence evaluation). As an example, in studying the important role of 

language, students learn about the diversity of languages around the world and how different these languages are 

(see student assignment: Film Questions: "Mother Tongues"). Anthropologists contend that language provides us the 

framework through which we understand and explain our world. In conclusion, students should being to understand 

how different languages and cultures can shape how people perceive the world differently (reasoning/conclusion). In 



studying cultural cases around the world, students should meet the learning objectives identified of recognizing that 

different people and different cultures have different experiences from their own {#7), and grasp the basic concepts 

of cultural anthropology, such as cultural relativism and world view {#1), among others. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement - local and global 

The main objective of ANTH 125G is to teach students about intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence. 

First, by unpacking the components of cultures around the world (language, subsistence, economics, politics, kinship, 

religion, ethnicity, among others), students learn through lectures, films, and class activities about how different 

cultures engage in different cultural practices and see the world differently (worldview). In this way, students develop 

the skills of cultural relativism needed to examine and understand different cultures from the perspectives of the 

people themselves (intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence). Second, by studying the subsistence 

systems, economic practices, and ecological knowledge of different world cultures, students learn that different 

cultures perceive their natural environment differently and engage in sustainable management of their environments. 

Students learn that the conservation of biological diversity and environmental sustainability can also be linked to the 

conservation of cultural diversity (sustainability and the natural and human worlds). Third, students learn about the 

persistence of cultural diversity and traditional livelihoods in the face of modernization and globalization (see student 

assignment: Ethnic Identity Project). Understanding the role of different cultural and ethnic identities provides the 

basis for ethical reasoning in understanding the role of cultural diversity in the modern world (ethical reasoning). 

Based on class discussions on topics such as ethnic diversity, students develop the ability to engage in civic discourse 

about the role and contribution of cultural diversity at the local level and in a globalized world (civic discourse, civic 

knowledge and engagement- local and global). 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

E. Supporting Documents

t8:I Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) 

Grading rubrics are included. 

t8:I Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019)

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to ente1· text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 
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