






Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 

http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-11mccns.aspx} 

ANTH 1135 

Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Summarize the basic principles of evolution and recognize how they apply to the human species.
2. Recognize the biological and behavioral continuity of humans with all life, and especially other modern

primate species.

3. Identify ways in which the human species is biologically and behaviorally unique.

4. Summarize fossil evidence for human evolution.

5. Distinguish the major Paleolithic industries and outline the behavioral and cognitive changes indicated by the

fossil and archeological evidence.

6. Critically evaluate popular accounts of human variation and human evolution.

7. Interpret modern human dilemmas (e.g., overpopulation, co-evolution of disease, and genetic

engineering) from an evolutionary perspective.
8. Discuss in class and analyze in writing scholarly arguments concerning course concepts.

ANTH 113SL 

Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method.
2. Employ principles of Mendelian genetics to determine genotype and phenotype probabilities, and

calculate gene, genotype, and phenotype frequencies using the Hardy-Weinberg Equilibrium formula.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of cell structure and functions.
4. Use common lab and anthropometric equipment such as a compound microscope and calipers.

5. Discuss primate evolution, and compare and contrast members of the Primate order in terms of

structure, behavior, and phylogeny.
6. Classify hominid species based upon selected traits such as anatomical changes associated with

bipedalism, changes in the size and structure of the brain, and the development of culture.

7. Locate and describe the major bones of the human skeleton, and identify characteristics of human

skeletons or skulls such as gender, age, and ancestry.

8. Discuss current research in genome analysis of various hominid populations.

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

ANTH 130G: Human's Place in Nature: Introduction to Biological Anthropology and Human's Place in Nature 

Laboratory use scientific methods and principles to examine human evolutionary history and family tree relationships, 

as well as the biological foundations of human behavior. Lectures and readings introduce students to the history and 

development of modern evolutionary biology, molecular and population genetics, primate and human fossil record, 



and modern human biological diversity. Inquiry based labs provide data (fossil specimens or genetic material, among 

other data) that train students to identify a research question related to scientific context examined in class (problem 

setting). Through these lab experiments, students carry out procedures to collect data to study research questions 

(evidence acquisition). Students learn how to analyze data and to report data and analysis results (see Sample 

Assessment ANTH 130G: Natural Selection in Action) (evidence evaluation). These assignments also require that 

students draw conclusions from their analysis (reasoning/conclusion). In both lab assignments and written 

assignments, students are required to apply critical thinking and to examine the broader implications of the research 

results, both for the scientific community and for the course of humankind. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

In both the ANTH 130G class and in the ANTH 130GL lab, students are required to develop quantitative skills and 

reasoning in order to understand and interpret the documentary evidence in the fossil record, molecular and 

population genetics, and modern human biological diversity. In lectures, students interpret quantitative data 

presented in graphs and/or tables (communication/representation of quantitative information) and use their analysis 

to draw conclusions from the data presented. In labs, students measure and analyze skeletal and fossil remains, 

presenting their measurements and describing the data in writing. Students then analyze the results and compare 

their results to what is known in the field (analysis of quantitative arguments and application of quantitative models). 

In other assignments, students apply this set of procedures to the analysis of population genetics and modern human 

biological diversity (see Sample Assessment ANTH 130G: Natural Selection in Action). Here students examine the 

relationship between natural selection and the persistence of the sickle cell gene (and their carriers), analyzing how 

the sickle-cell trait imparts increased tolerance to malaria (analysis of quantitative arguments and application of 

quantitative methods). 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement - local and global 

In ANTH 130G: Human's Place in Nature and ANTH 130GL: Lab, students learn about human evolutionary history, 

molecular and population genetics, and modern human biological diversity. In so doing, they come to recognize the 

commonalities shared across different human populations and complex relationship between human populations and 

their respective natural environments. This scientific evidence forms the basis for recognizing, appreciating, and 

understanding the biological foundations of cultural diversity (intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence). 

Through different cases presented in the class, students examine the complexity of the relationship between the 

natural and human worlds (as in the case of sickle cell anemia examined in Sample Assessment ANTH 130G: Natural 

Selection in Action) (sustainability and the natural and human worlds). By the end of the semester, the class turns to 

applying the knowledge gained from studying evolution, population genetics, and human biological diversity to 

current challenges and modern world problems. Applying scientific thinking to current issues requires the application 

of critical thinking to civic discourse and engagement. Through student assignments (as depicted in Sample 

Assessment ANTH 130G: The Concept of Race), students discuss and present anthropological ideas and insights into 

the notion of race in a multicultural environment (ethical reasoning; collaboration skills, teamwork and value 

systems). Contrary to general assumptions about the biological basis of race, anthropologists have documented the 

genetic intra-ethnic variation within racial classifications and the blurring of racial boundaries through intermarriage, 

population movements, among other biological factors. Thus, anthropologists recognize that "race" and racial 

differences are culturally, economically, and politically constructed. Sample Assessment ANTH 130G: The Concept of 

Race asks students to examine the range of different factors leading to the establishment and maintenance of "race" 

as a category and cultural construction (civic discourse, civic knowledge - local and global). In particular, this 



assignment impresses upon students the important role of scientific inquiry and analysis in the questioning, reflection, 

and reassessment of concepts commonly accepted in the public discourse. 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

E. Supporting Documents

� Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) � Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

Grading Rubric for Sample Assessment is attached. 

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019)

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets lnstltutlonal standards for general education. 
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HED Internal Use Only 
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ANTH 130G Name: ______________ _ 

Description 

"Anthropology, the study of humankind everywhere throughout time, produces knowledge about what makes 

people different from one another and what we all have in common" {Haviland et al. Anthropology: The Human 

Challenge, 2012). This assignment focuses on human cultural and social institutions, both present and past; how 

these institutions have affected human development and continue to influence cultures in an increasingly 

multicultural environment; and other topics traditionally studied by anthropologists. 

Addresses the following Student Learning Objective: 

• Describe the key concepts and methods of anthropology

Assignment 

Based on the video, Understanding Race, please write a short essay (5 to 7 sentences) that explains how this video 

relates to specific topics that have been discussed in class and/or the textbook. Please identify at least 3 specific 

examples and explain how the video addressed those topics. For example, we talked about the race concept in 

class, do not simply say this video talks about race and we did too. Your essay needs to include more information 

about exactly what the video said and how that connects to class lectures and/or the textbook. Lastly, explain how 

this video provides additional information on topics covered in this course. 





7/24/2019 Film #2: Traditional Mexican Cuisine and The Gastronomic Meal of the French 
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