






1. Describe and summarize terms, approaches, and cultural and biological adaptations in the four

subfields of anthropology. 2. Explain and analyze conceptual and ethical arguments in the four

subfields of anthropology. 3. Effectively communicate content, perspectives, and ideas in four

subfields of anthropology. 4. Critically evaluate sources, approaches, and arguments in the four

subfields of anthropology.

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

ANTH 201G engages students in a variety of genres and media that include oral and written communication. In ANTH 

201G, students learn the content, perspectives, and ideas of the four subfields of anthropology (biological, 

archaeology, cultural, and linguistic) as these developed over time. Through class discussion and group work, students 

learn to effectively communicate this material through oral communication and to critically assess the development 

of these ideas throughout history (strategies for understanding and evaluating messages). Through class projects (see 

student assignment Garbage Exercise), students learn how to analyze material and then how to present an argument 

for their interpretation of that analysis (evaluation and production of arguments). As an example, in the Garbage 

Exercise assignment, in the interpretation section, students are encouraged to interpret the significance of particular 

material items. That is, they are not to just identify and document what they find in the garbage, but to use the 

garbage to say something about the social status and lifeways of the person who dumped the garbage. This follows 

the process of anthropological analysis of material remains leading to cultural inference. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

Students in ANTH 201G are required to engage in critical thinking throughout the semester. Examples are seen in the 

different content topics and in student assignments. Through the broad framework of anthropology, anthropologists 

try to understand human nature, human society, and human behavior as it has developed over the history of 

humankind and around the world. The topics covered (such as human evolution, the development of ancient 

civilizations, and the persistent diversity of modern cultures) encourage students to rethink and reflect on their own 

cultural assumptions (problem setting). Student assignments require students to collect and analyze evidence that 

further encourages them to think critically (evidence acquisition and evidence evaluation). As an example, in a project 

(see Pick-a-Culture Project), students compare kinship in our own culture (United States) with kinship in another 

culture. Anthropologists contend that kinship is culturally constructed, not biological. Through comparative analysis, 

students can evaluate the evidence that different cultures have different kinship structures (evidence evaluation). This 

exercise leads them to the reasoning and conclusion that kinship can vary across different cultures 

(reasoning/conclusion). In another project (see Garbage Exercise), students analyze household trash, using the 

materials discarded (evidence) to analyze what they find in the garbage and to infer about the sample household from 

their trash (evidence evaluation and reasoning/conclusion). 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 



In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement - local and global 

By examining human cultures over time and across different cultures, students develop intercultural reasoning and 

intercultural competence. In examining human history, students acquire a deeper understanding of the different ways 

that ancient cultures have subsisted, supported themselves, and interacted with their respective natural 

environments. Through this comparative analysis (i.e., comparing how ancient and modern traditional cultures have 

lived in their environments vs. how industrial societies interact with their environments), students develop a more 

informed understanding of sustainability and the possibility of different kinds of livelihoods and different ways of 

interacting with the environment (sustainability and the natural and human worlds). By the semester's end, as the 

focus shifts to modernization and the impact of Western cultures on indigenous peoples, students begin to recognize 

the contribution of all cultures and different kinds of cultural lifeways (ethical reasoning). Through group work, 

collaborative projects, and class discussions, students move to engage in critical discussion and reflection of their own 

cultural values (collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems). ANTH 201 intends to teach students a deep respect 

and appreciation of the connections and commonalities that we as humans share across different cultural groups, 

from early human evolution, through the development of ancient civilizations, and into the modern globalized world. 

Recognizing these connections leads to more informed civic discourse and culturally sensistive engagement, at both 

the local and global levels. 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

E. Supporting Documents

IZI Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) IZI Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

Grading rubrics for each sample assessment are included with each sample assessment. 

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019)

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

Signature of Chief Academic Officer Date 














