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Describe briefly the process the CR Team used to create and achieve consensus on the certification documents being 

submitted to the GECCC. 

Course is taught on only a single campus. 







Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course, students should be able to 

1. Describe and explain major developments in human prehistory.

2. Identify and describe major archaeological cultures throughout the world

3. Employ critical thinking skills in the evaluation of competing theories about the past

4. Select and use relevant archaeological evidence to explain how prehistoric poulations adapted to

their natural and cultural environments

5. Demonstrate competency in written communication

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

ANTH 202G: World Archaeology engages students through the practice of developing oral and written 

communication. The course covers the major world areas and ancient civilizations (Australia, American Southwest, 

Mesopotamia, Asia, Mesoamerica, Andes, and Africa) through readings, lecture, film, and class discussions. Student 

assignments focus on analysis of films about different ancient civilizations (genre and medium awareness). (See 

attached Student Assignment: Film Journal Entry). Through this assignment, students are expected to link films to 

class material (application), in turn explaining how the case study presented documents human cultural change in 

general. In linking the film to archaeological concepts addressed in lectures, students use the case studies to 

understand and evaluate archaeological concepts (strategies for understanding and evaluating messages). In 

conclusion, they are asked to reflect on whether or not they support this interpretation and to explain why 

(evaluation and production of argument). 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

In ANTH 202G, students develop critical thinking skills in the evaluation of competing theories about the past. In all 

cases of the development of ancient civilizations (cases examined include Australia, American Southwest, 

Mesopotamia, Asia, Mesoamerica, Andes, and Africa), archaeologists have disagreed over the causal factors that gave 

rise to complex civilizations and to those factors that led to the subsequent demise of these civilizations (problem 

setting). Through readings, lectures, and films, students develop a deeper understanding of the archaeological 

evidence from these different civilizations (evidence acquisition). Within the framework of comparative analysis, 

students are encouraged to critically evaluate the strength of the different archaeological concepts and explanations 

as evidenced in the archaeological record (evidence evaluation). Students should recognize the temporal nature of 

many archaeological concepts and theories. That is, as new and contradictory archaeological evidence is unearthed, 

often theories and concepts must be critically reevaluated, refined, and revised. This interplay between theory and 

archaeological evidence forms the basis for developing critical thinking and reasoning in archaeology 

(reasoning/conclusion). 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 



Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement - local and global 

By examining ancient cultures over time and around the world, students develop an appreciation for the cultural 

diversity by which ancient peoples have adapted their livelihoods and built civilizations. Recognizing the myriad of 

ways by which ancient peoples constructed different, yet viable and rich, cultures forms the basis of cross-cultural 

appreciation and cultural relativism (intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence). As well, by focusing on the 

major world areas, the class examines the complex relationship between the natural environment and the complex 

civilizations that developed. The comparative framework of anthropology enables to the student to recognize the 

different kinds of cultural and agricultural adaptation adopted by Mesopotamian civilizations in the desert as 

contrasted with Maya civilizations' subsistence and agricultural practices adapted to the tropical lowlands of 

Mesoamerica. Studying a wide range of ancient civilization enables students to develop knowledge, insights, and 

appreciation for the many ways that prehistoric populations adapted to their natural and cultural environments 

(sustainability and the natural and human worlds). This knowledge forms the basis for student assignments and class 

discussions that broaden the discussion to address environmental issues in the modern world (ethical reasoning). The 

more that students learn about how different ancient cultures have adapted to their environments around the world, 

the more that students recognize that there are other possible strategies and solutions to address the current 

environmental and social challenges that we face in the modern world (civic discourse, civic knowledge and 

engagement-local and global). 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

E. Supporting Documents

� Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) � Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

Grading rubric for sample assessment is included with sample assessment. 

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019}

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 
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