








2. Investigate the methods of producing various works of art.

3. Articulate an understanding and appreciation for the political, social, spiritual, intellectual, and cultural

contexts of art forms.

4. Apply terms, methodologies and concepts common to studies of art history, developing a language to

further understanding of art.

5. Construct a research paper that conforms to academic and discipline specific rigors of writing.

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

This class concentrates on strategies for understanding and evaluating the visual arts from the Prehistoric to Gothic 

periods in Western Art. Period specific vocabulary (genre and medium awareness) is acquired to use along with a 

variety of strategies of interpretations including formal analysis and analysis of historical and cultural contexts 

(application and versatility; strategies for understanding and evaluating messages). Textbook readings, class 

lectures and discussions, low stakes in class writing and discussion assignments along with online group discussions 

(application and versatility) help reinforce student skills building. Weekly assignments, which vary from narrative 

writing to traditional quizzes, ask students to identify major works of art, critically evaluate works of art, apply the 

new vocabulary and employ a specified methodology (evaluation and production of arguments). The final capstone 

paper asks students to compare and contrast two works of art from different stylistic time periods and 

geographical locations through a visual analysis of each, then evaluate how each work of art uses culturally specific 

means to convey their messages (evaluation and production of arguments). 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

Students in Art 295 will demonstrate critical thinking skills by analyzing the historical and social contexts of art and 

applying art-specific vocabulary correctly to discussions on works of art (evidence acquisition). Students are 

involved with problem setting when asked to choose art works for the comparison essay, follow up with directed 

research in the library (evidence gathering; evidence evaluation) to arrive at a conclusion - why was this 

comparison important and what was the thesis (reasoning/conclusion)? By asking themselves questions of the 

works of art chosen, students acquire and evaluate evidence to arrive at their thesis. Researching material in the 

library and constructing an annotated bibliography teaches students to evaluate resources, while in-class 

discussions on visually communicated meanings lead to students learning to differentiate valid from invalid 

arguments. Students must weigh the evidence they have collected to complete the assignment. Correctly 

identifying major works of art and listing them within their correct stylistic designations in quizzes and writing 

assignments represents further examples of evidence acquisition, evaluation and reasoning. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200- 300 words. 



Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement- local and global 

Students use the framework of art specific vocabulary and methodology to critique specific cultural and historical 

contexts to evaluate cultural assumptions from one time period and subsequent impact on a different time period 

in terms of appearance, meaning and function (intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence). A 

comparison of the dilettante English archeologist Sir Arthur Evan's late 19th/early 20th century work on the island 

of Crete to that of the prehistoric ancient Aegean culture (2600-1200 BCE) he uncovered there is a great example. 

Students are asked to evaluate the ethics of Sir Arthur Evans' decisions and how he impacted contemporary 

understanding of the culture and the art works uncovered (ethical reasoning; civic knowledge and engagement -

local and global). Several of the assignments ask students to evaluate contextual issues that cover a range of 

cultural concerns that are found in art works and to distinguish between their own cultural contexts from that of 

the artist/artists (intercultural reasoning and competency). 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

E. Supporting Documents

□ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) □ Sample Assessment Attached (required)

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019)

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 
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