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• (Cover Page) A description of the CR Team process (only for courses taught on multiple campuses)
• All required information on the State Certification Form, completed in accordance with the Guidelines and

Instructions document available on the GECCC webpage.

2. At least one sample assessment / assignment (required) and an associated grading rubric (recommended).

For system courses, each campus is invited to submit their own sample assessment / assignment. However, if multiple
assignments are submitted, the team must recommend one assignment to be forwarded to the state.

 Assignment recommended for submission to the state: _To meet the Communication essential skills as well as 
assess students’ ability to demonstrate competency with economic concepts, a written paper on international trade 
has been submitted as the assessment model for certification purposes. 

Other assignments will be placed an assignment library as a reference for future instructors. Note: Inclusion of an 
assignment in the certification proposal does not require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these are 
meant as examples. 
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ECON 201 Paper 
 

 

NEW MEXICO HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
          
 
 
       SUSANA MARTINEZ         DR. BARBARA DAMRON  
 GOVERNOR                                                                             CABINET SECRETARY 

 
 

New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University  
Department Business Departments 
Course Number, Title, Credits ECON 201 Introduction to Economics 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any N/A 
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

NMSU System 

Name and Title of Contact Person Kim Seifert Department Chair DACC 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person kseifert@dacc.nmsu.edu  (575)527-7518 
 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☒  AAS 
  
B. Content Area and Essential Skills 

To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six NM 
General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 
This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
ECON 1110  Survey of Economics   
 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 
1. Gain and demonstrate a contextual understanding of economic terms and concepts.   
2. Recognize and analyze common economic issues which relate to individual markets and the aggregate economy. 
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3. Learn basic economic principles that influence global trading and challenges relating to globalization.  
4. Outline the implications of various economic policies on individuals and on economies.  
5. Demonstrate ability to use diagrams and graphs to explain economic principles, policies and their applications. 6. 
Appreciate and understand how individual decisions and actions, as a member of society, affect economies locally, 
nationally and internationally.  
7. Explain the roles of governments in influencing buyer and seller behavior in the market and how government 
failure occurs when intervention fails to improve or actually worsens economic outcomes.  
8. Be able to apply course concepts to interpret, evaluate and think critically about economic events and policies, 
especially as regularly reported in the media and other public forums.  
Same as above 
 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
Same as above 

 
D. Narrative  
Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 
Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Students will produce a written exercise exploring global issues that are relevant to economic concepts.  The 
work is intended to illustrate factual based learning and reporting in ways that lead to the skill of evaluating 
the veracity of information utilizing economic concepts through integrating supportive facts into the 
students’ positions.  Clear explanations of the economic concepts and the rationale for their use in the 
subject situation will aid students’ development of the ability to succinctly communicate the relationships of 
conceptual economics in a situational context.  Students may be required to prepare a visual presentation of 
their findings to be presented to the class that describes the issue, highlights the relevant economic 
concepts, and produces a meaningful explanation of the situation in light of the economic principles 
involved. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students are presented with “real world” problems and issues requiring that clear-cut conclusions be made 
to determine if one path should be followed or another might be more valid based on the evidence 
presented in the problem.  Students are required to define the situation, describe the relevant economic 
concepts that are involved in the particular scenario,  apply the most cogent economic theory that 
demonstrates a resolution to the problem.  Depending on the concept selected, students assemble data 
that illustrate the issue being studied or evaluated in the situation and produce an economic analysis that is 
relevant to the situation.  Students are responsible for evaluating and validating the validity of the data used 
in resolving the problem based on the use of credible information.  Students, through the application of 
economic concepts are able to draw conclusions in the given situation based on their use of relevant data.   
 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
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skill. 200 – 300 words. 
 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students participate in a collaborative group project that culminates in a class presentation on an issue that 
demonstrates their understanding of an economically based issue that demands ethical reasoning in a 
business context.  Students investigate and describe alternative economic solutions to the issue based on 
the points of view of various business stakeholders, comparing and contrasting the alternate solutions 
based on the constituents’ economic stakes.  An ethical solution is proposed that meets the most relevant 
perspective of the largest group of constituents that has the least negative impact on any other group of 
stakeholders. 
 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 
 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 
Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 
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 International Trade 

 
In your assigned teams, you will collaboratively develop a research paper on international trade which as we 
have seen in our class sessions is a complex subject with many ins and outs. Read the articles provided and 
your team can do more in depth research on the following topics: 

 
• Tariffs 
• NAFTA (also p.380 in the Survey of ECON text) 
• Maquiladoras 
• Large US corporations that have taken advantage of NAFTA and exercised the ability to use direct 

investment and build a manufacturing plant in Mexico. 
• USMCA 

 
Your team will need to answer the following questions. DO NOT number your submission and answer. Your 
submission should be in a paragraph format with the finished product resembling a typical research paper. There 
may be additional information that you want to include. 

 
1. Introduce the reader to international trade. 
2. Write a paragraph explaining tariffs. What is a tariff? How do tariffs affect trade? 
3. Write a paragraph on NAFTA. What is it?  What has it done for business in North America?  (Note the 2 

countries that the U.S.A. exports the highest quantity of goods and services to provided in Exhibit 18.1 
in the text.) What has NAFTA done for Mexico and Canada? 

4. Write a paragraph on maquiladoras. What are they? How have maquiladoras affected 
production/manufacturing in the United States of America? How have maquiladoras affected 
Mexico? Discuss benefits and drawbacks to the use of Maquiladoras. 

5. Write a paragraph about a U.S. company that is using maquiladoras and the impact that it has had on 
the company. (Chevrolet, Ford, and Nabisco have received a lot of recent press over production in 

6. Mexico. Also, those enormous fan blades that you see on the highways are being produced in a 
maquiladora across the border at Santa Teresa, NM.) 

7. Write a paragraph about USMCA. What is USMCA? How is it different from NAFTA? When will 
USMCA go into effect? 

8. Write a conclusion that explains the consensus your team arrived at concerning the social and 
ethical implications of international trade in our Border Region and specifically dealing with the 
Maquiladoras. 

 
This should be a minimum of 2 pages long and you need to cite your sources using APA style. (Use 
parenthetical notation and a bibliography)!! 
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FORMAT: 

 
The essay should be typed in APA recommended 12 pt. Times New Roman or Calibri font. You may single- 
space or double-space, depending on your preference. 

 
Your team’s paper will contain 3 parts: 

1. Title Page 
a. Your first and last names 
b. Paper name 

2. Body 
a. 7 paragraphs described above and on the RUBRIC 

3. References Page 
a. You ARE required to site a minimum of two references in your paper, the textbook and at 

least 1 other source. 
b. You may NOT use Wikipedia as a source; however, you can scroll to the bottom of a Wikipedia 

topic and find government (.gov) or educational (.edu) sites that were used when writing the 
Wikipedia piece and go to the original source for the material. 

c. You may use an article, website, or book as your one additional source. (Again, you may not 
use Wikipedia.) 

d. Use APA 6th Edition (See link in the Economic Impact Paper Assignment on Canvas) for 
parenthetical notation and your References page. 

e. If you use material from any other source and do not site the material, you will not receive 
credit for the paper. (I.e., a grade of 0.) You will also receive a 0 if you submit a paper 
that contains the same wording as a fellow classmate. In other words, this paper is meant 
to be an original work created by YOU. 

 
SUBMISSION: The file format for your paper must be Word (.doc or .docx), Rich Text Format (.rtf), or 
Portable Document Format (.pdf). It is your responsibility to check the file name after you have attached your 
submission and verify that it is one of the three acceptable formats. 
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GRADING RUBRIC: 
 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction to International Trade 
Wrote a minimum of 3 sentences introduction on international trade: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items 
Missing (4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

 

Paragraph 2 – Discussed Tariffs 
Wrote 3-5 sentences on tariffs: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items 
Missing (4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

 

Paragraph 3 – Explained NAFTA 
Wrote a minimum of 3 sentences on NAFTA: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items Missing 

(4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

 

Paragraph 4 – Provided a Detailed Description of Maquiladoras 
Wrote 3-5 sentences on maquiladoras: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items Missing 

(4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

 

Paragraph 5 – Discussed a U.S. company using maquiladoras 
Clearly stated a U.S. company using maquiladoras; wrote a minimum of 3 sentences: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items Missing 

(4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

Paragraph 6 – Explained USMCA and differences from NAFTA 
Thoroughly explained USMCA in 3-5 sentences: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items Missing 

(4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

Paragraph 7 – Conclusion on International Trade 
Wrote 3-5 sentences on your personal opinion of international trade and maquiladoras: 12 pts 

Excellent (12) Adequate (10) Needs Work/Items 
Missing (6) 

Needs Significant 
Work/Items Missing 

(4) 

Paragraph 
Missing/Assignment 
Not Submitted (0) 

 

Formatting  
Wrote in complete sentences, correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation:  8 pts 

Excellent (8) Issues Existed (6) Many Issues 
Existed (4) 

Assignment Not 
Submitted (0) 

Proper parenthetical notation of sources and references page provided: 8 pts 
Excellent (8) Most Elements 

Provided (6) 
Few Elements 
Provided (4) 

Assignment Not 
Submitted (0) 

 

Total 100 pts. 
 

 




