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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department English 
Course Number, Title, Credits ENGL 111G, Rhetoric & Composition, 4-credits 

   and 
ENGL 111GH, Rhetoric & Composition Honors, 4-credits 
   and 
ENGL 111 M, Rhetoric & Composition for International and 
Multilingual Students, 4-credits 
 
Note: ENGL 111GH and ENGL 111M are an honors and multilingual 
versions of ENGL 111G, respectively. Instruction in these three 
courses is not differentiated with respect to general education 
essential skills. We request that this one certification form serve to 
certify all three courses. 

Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any -- 
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Lauren Rosenberg, Associate Prof. English, NMSU 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person laurenr@nmsu.edu; 575-646-2239 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☒ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☐ Personal & Social Responsibility 



 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
ENGL 1110 Composition I 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

1. Analyze communication through reading and writing skills. 2. Employ writing processes such as 
planning, organizing, composing, and revising. 3. Express a primary purpose and organize supporting 
points logically. 4. Use and document research evidence appropriate for college-level writing. 5. 
Employ academic writing styles appropriate for different genres and audiences. 6. Identify and 
correct grammatical and mechanical errors in their writing. 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Students will analyze and evaluate written communication in terms of situation, audience, purpose, 
and diverse points of view. Students should be able to express a primary purpose in a compelling 
statement and order supporting points logically, and in a way that maintains their reader’s focus. 
Students should use effective rhetorical strategies to evaluate and develop various genres of 
writing that inform and engage their audiences. Students will employ writing processes, such as 
planning, collaborating, organizing, reviewing, revising, and editing when they compose. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students should read actively and think critically, grappling with difficult and critical texts when they 
write. Students will analyze and evaluate written communication with awareness of rhetorical 
situation, audience, purpose, and the potential effects of their words. They will use writing to 
respond to, reflect on, assess, and synthesize their analyses and evaluations. Students will practice 
writing processes (inventing, drafting, revising and editing) with a focus on using writing to problem 
solve and to learn. Students will be introduced to new methods of academic inquiry, rhetorical 
analysis, and interpretation of research. 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
N/A 

 





Sample assignment for ENGLISH 111G, Rhetoric & Composition 

 

Preface to the assignment: 
The following assignment asks students to demonstrate these essential skills: 

• Develop research and assessment skills 
• Apply various concepts and skills in multiple communication contexts. 
• Show critical thinking by taking and defending a position through discussion and explication 
• Gather and document sources 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

English 111G 

Course Major Research Project 

Kathy Roark-Diehl, Professor of English 

NMSU Alamogordo 

 

Students will work on their research and assessment skills by selecting a possible instance of 
fake news, researching the history and details of that story, and by evaluating sources found 
relating to the story.  This is the cornerstone research project for this course. Students will be 
introduced to more complex college level research and source assessment than previous 
modules. Students will improve their writing skills by writing a paper that takes and defends a 
position through discussion and explication.  
 

Primary Course Objectives: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7   

Module Objectives:  In this module student will: 

• Practice research via the internet; 
• Evaluate sources found exclusively on the Internet; 
• Research and find traditional sources to support topic; 
• Apply the writing process in order to review materials and create preliminary draft 

materials; 
• Create an introduction that provides an engaging overview of the topic’s key points; 



• Explain why the news story has been questioned; 
• Take a position and qualify it with detail; 
• Qualify judgments using summary, direct reference, and citation; 
• Qualify judgments through reasoned discourse; 
• Create a correct, MLA works cited page; 
• Edit collaboratively in peer review; 
• Revise based on peer and instructor commentary. 

Completed Essay Parameters: 

• 1-paragraph introduction that gives the essential details of the news story  
• Thesis statement containing an enthymeme 
• 1-2 paragraphs which present reasoned discourse from both sides 
• 1 -2 paragraphs detailing if the news if fake or true  
• Each section of the paper will be qualified with detail and support from qualified sources 

Format and Technical Elements: 

Papers should be word-processed and follow MLA formatting to include 

• 1-inch margins all around, 
• 12-point font, 
• ½ inch indentation for paragraphs 
• Heading in upper left hand corner 
• Page numbering, bottom center 
• MLA formatting rules are found on pages 167-173 in the Hacker Style Guide. 

Essay Resource Requirements 

This paper asks student to primarily use research found on the Internet; however, at least two 
sources must be “traditional,” i.e. a book or article from the library or library database.  

• Four internet sources 
• 2 “traditional” sources 

 

Activities & Assignments: 

This research paper is supported by other course activities and team projects which will expose 
you to the issue of fake news as well as provide tools for analyzing instances of fake news. 

• Class & Daily Journal:  November 1 collection (50 points) 
• Two Reading Assessments (2 @ 50 points each = 100) 

o Caitlin Dickerson: "How Fake News Tuned a Small Town Upside Down" 
o Silverman and Tsubacki:  "Verification Handbook" 

• Topic proposal and Annotated Bibliography due October 30 Wednesday (100 points) 



• Thesis Statement Workshop (0 points but essential!) 
• Peer Review, (50 points) 
• Final Essay (200 points) 

  



The Grading Rubric: 

 

Criteria: Detailed 
Criteria 

Exceeds 
Expectations 

Meets 
Expectations 

Developing Does Not Meet/No 
evidence 

Essay has a 
detailed 
overview.  
 

25 points 
This 
overview 
sets the 
context for 
the news 
story and 
helps the 
reader 
understand 
how it was 
understood 
when it first 
came out. 

    

Thesis 
statement/ 
Compelling 
Statement 
 

25 points 
This thesis 
statement 
makes a 
clear claim 
and has a 3-
point 
enthymeme 

    

Reasoned 
discussion 
and support 
(or non-
support) of 
news story 
which 
includes 
depth of 
analysis 

50 points 
You must be 
detailed in 
how the fake 
news is, 
indeed fake, 
or how you 
were able to 
verify that it 
was true. 
Here, your 
essay will 
need 
verification 
from reliable 
sources. 

    

Use and 
summary of 
sources 

25 points 
Your best 
sources 
should be 
summarized 
in this essay. 

    

Use of in-
text citation 
and direct 
reference 

25 points 
Citations have 
proper signal 
phrases and 

    



 clearly point 
to the source 

Paragraph 
Structure & 
Content 
 

25 points 
Paragraphs 
have sound 
structure and 
focused 
content 

    

Editing: 
Standard 
Edited 
English 
 

25 points 
Essay is free of 
typographical 
/grammatical 
error 
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