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A. Institution and Course Information

Name of Institution New Mexico State University 

Department English 

Course Number, Title, Credits ENGL 211G, Writing in the Humanities and Social Sciences, 3cr 

Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any 
Is this application for your system (ENMU, Yes 
NMSU, & UNM)? 
Name and Title of Contact Person Lauren Rosenberg, Associate Prof. English, NMSU 

Email and Phone Number of Contact Person laurenr@nmsu.edu; 575-646-2239 

Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
181 Yes D No 

This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
181 AA/ AS/BA/BS D AAS 

B. Content Area and Essential Skills

To which content area should this course be added? Indicate "Other" if the course is not associated with one of the six 

NM General Education content areas. 

181 Communications D Mathematics D Science D Social & Behavioral Sciences 
D Humanities D Creative & Fine Arts D Other 

Which essential skills will be addressed? 

181 Communication 181 Critical Thinking 181 Information & Digital Literacy 

C. Learning Outcomes

D Quantitative Reasoning D Personal & Social Responsibility 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for 

I ENGL 2221, Writing in the Humanities and Social Science 

List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 

http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx) 
None Published 



Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES/COURSE COMPETENCIES: 

1. Develop the ability to interpret and respond to humanities and social sciences texts
2. Analyze and evaluate cultural artifacts such as texts, images, and practices as a means of academic inquiry
3. Critique arguments offered in the readings to determine the underlying methodology as well as underlying

values
4. Construct a rhetorical argument with evidence appropriate for an explicit audience and purpose
5. Use written, visual, or oral strategies to persuade, inform, or engage, considering situation, audience, purpose,

aesthetics, and diverse points of view
6. Practice effective research strategies, and integrate research correctly and ethically from credible sources
7. Understand and apply components of the writing process such as planning, collaborating, organizing,

composinQ, revisinQ, and editinQ

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

This course is a subtitled writing course focusing on a subject of inquiry in the humanities or social sciences 

as identified by the instructor, and reviewed and supported by the department and the college's curriculum 

committee. Subtitled subjects are selected for cultural, social, and academic significance as well as for 

instructor expertise and student interest. With instructional guidance, students read, interpret, analyze, and 

evaluate texts and cultural artifacts specific to the subtitle. To address "Genre and Medium Awareness," 

students work with various categories of communication materials (books, magazines and journals, film, 

presentations) and analyze the methods used to bring those materials to life (print, television, websites, 

multimedia environments). For the subcomponent "Application and Versatility" skills, students apply 

fundamentals by defining and developing their own use of genre and adapting that product for a different 

medium (i. e., print advertisement to web content). Students create vocabulary lists to develop discipline

specific literacy to further their versatility and will also employ "Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating 

Messages" by practicing close readings of written and visuals texts and subtexts. Subsequently, students 

translate their learning into the "Evaluation and Production of Arguments" by creating and refining their 

own arguments adapted to specific assignment guidelines. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

Students in English 211 engage in and develop established practices of critical thinking. Consequently, 

students identify and consider rhetorical situations, purposes, audiences, cultural and social contexts, and 

points of view embodied in a text or artifact, distinguishing biases and values as part of that work. Students 

practice testing an argument's logic and quality, considering its maker's evidence, warrant and assumptions. 

Apart from engaging the created texts and artifacts of others, students respond to the course's subtitled 

subject in their own writings. Students practice identifying, collecting, processing, and ethically 

incorporating credible source material into their own research writing. They develop the ability to interpret 

and respond to humanities and social sciences texts (books, magazines, journal based on the 

theme/subtopic of the course. Students should read actively and think critically, identifying and gathering 

information on assigned texts to inform their interpretation and response. They learn to practice effective 



research strategies, and integrate credible research into their assignments correctly and ethically. Students 

also critique arguments offered in the texts to determine the underlying methodology as well as underlying 

values, and construct their own rhetorical argument or reasonable conclusion as a result. Students will 

engage in critical discussion as a way of analyzing and grappling with texts. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

N/A 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement- local and global 

N/A 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

To enhance agility with Information and Digital Literacy and toward better appreciation for the "Authority 

and Value" of Information, students will practice analyzing and evaluating a range of texts, from traditional 

print to multi modal, using established criteria. They will be able to examine cultural artifacts, such as texts, 

images, and other multimodal media as a means of academic inquiry. Students will gather and integrate 

credible research into their work. They will use written, visual, and/or oral rhetorical strategies to persuade, 

inform, or engage, considering situation, audience, purpose, aesthetics, and diverse points of view. They will 

deepen their appreciation of engaging with Information and Digital Literacy as they write and analyze their 

own rhetorical practices, such argument, narrative, dialogue, and case studies. Moreover, students will 

engage the subcomponent of Digital Literacy by meeting a requirement to synthesize a variety of resources 

across the media spectrum and to integrate those correctly into writings, presentations, and displays, 

including documenting and crediting appropriately. To address Research as Inquiry, students will practice 

primary research techniques, including questionnaires, interviews, and/or surveys and use responses and 

experiences to develop further questions. In tandem, students will use the writing process to focus scope 

and develop refined aspects of inquiry. They will learn to demonstrate that research meets, or fails to meet, 

research standards by measuring findings against criteria for quality resources. 

E. Supporting Documents

� Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) � Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

Although each campus has submitted their own sample ENGLISH 211 assignment and assessment as it is appropriate to 

the assignment, the team is choosing to submit a single representative assignment. 

Sample assignment for ENGLISH 211 G, Writing in the Humanities and Social Sciences 

The following assignment asks students to demonstrate these essential skills: 

• Communication

• Critical Thinking

Included below is the assignment followed by paper guidelines. 



This paper was submitted by College Professor Rose Conley, NMSU main campus. Numerous potential assignments were 

reviewed; however, the team has submitted a single representative assignment. 

211 Essay 1 Assignment 
Rough Draft Due: Thursday February 28th

Final Draft Due: Thursday March 7th 

Write an essay (5-6 pages, MLA or APA style, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font) on a topic of your choice that 

develops an argument centered on one of the assigned course materials. Papers should present and support a thesis, 

citing and analyzing evidence from the assigned material to defend the central argument. No secondary research is 

required. If secondary research is used, students must correctly cite their sources and provide a works cited page. 

Essays may be turned in via email, but please note that, unlike essays handed in as hard copies in class, they will not 

receive written comments. Students who submit their essays through email are encouraged to meet with me to discuss 

their work and grades. Late essays will be deducted 1/3 of a letter grade per day, be graded at my convenience, and not 

receive written comments. 

Plagiarism may result in failing the course; for further information on plagiarism, please review the course syllabus's 

description of plagiarism, feel free to speak with me, and read: http://www.nmsu.edu/%7Evpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html 

See also: http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/plagiarismforstudents.htm 

I am happy to read and comment on rough drafts at any stage in the writing process, and I encourage students to meet 

with me if they would like or need any extra help. 

Extra Credit: Students who visit the Writing Center for guidance on this assignment will receive ten extra credit points 

on their essays. The Writing Center is located in room 102 of Clara Belle Williams Hall (English Building). To receive this 

extra credit, students must attach a consultation form, provided by a Writing Center tutor, with their final drafts. It is 

good idea to bring this essay assignment sheet to your consultation. For further information concerning the Writing 

Center, speak with me, stop by room 102 to speak with a tutor, or review this website: 

http://www.nmsu.edu/�english/resources/writingcenter/ 

Most importantly, papers should present. develop, and support an original. argumentative claim (i.e. thesis) regarding 

an assigned course material. Papers should present evidence and critical analysis of such evidence to develop and 

support the central argumentative claim. 

Please note that the suggestions for essay topics are not meant to be blueprints. They are meant to help students 

develop their own interpretive arguments. Try to use these questions and comments as starting points to help you think 

about and develop your own specific, focused thesis. Moreover, students are welcome to develop an argument that 

does not relate to any of these suggestions for paper topics. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Paper Guidelines 

Further Resources: 

NMSU Writing Center; Clara Belle Williams Hall (English Building), Room 102; phone number: (505)646-5297; 
website: 

http://www.nmsu.edu/�english/resources/writingcenter/ 

http://web.nmsu.edu/�consult/ 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557 /01/ 














