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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department English 
Course Number, Title, Credits ENGL 244G, Literature and Culture, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Dr. Brian Rourke, Associate Professor, English, NMSU 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person brourke@nmsu.edu; 575-646-1628 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
ENGL 2650, World Literature I 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Identify and comprehend key authors and literary works from ancient periods to the Enlightenment. 



2. Understand each text's historical and cultural context. 
3. Identify and analyze a variety of literary forms, including poetry, plays, and philosophical and religious 

texts. 
4. Compare works from different cultures and historical periods examining genre, style, and content or 

theme. 
5. Analyze how literary works reflect historical, national, cultural, and ethnic differences. 

 
 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
N/A 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students will  

• employ the critical tools of historically informed literary analysis and interpretation to raise questions about 
the form and meaning of texts;  

• use literary texts to delineate problems, which they can find locally in short passages or globally in the 
structure and themes of the literary work as a whole;  

• via active close reading of the texts, gather evidence relevant to the questions they raise;  
• propose and evaluate possible answers to these questions in class discussion, online discussion, and essays or 

exams submitted for assessment.  
• assess the reasoning and supporting evidence of conclusions proposed by one another, the instructor, other 

sources contemporary with the text being studied, and the work of scholars; 
• employ different criteria when critically evaluating arguments: conceptual coherence, quality of supporting 

evidence, and rhetorical persuasiveness;  
• apply new perspectives to open-ended questions to understand and to explain how they can be answered in 

multiple ways.  
• express the difference between 1) understanding works in their historical contexts and 2) understanding them 

from a contemporary perspective;  
• debate open-ended fundamental questions;  
• assess problems that are not easily solvable because people bring different basic assumptions and values to 

bear on the question;  
• identify these basic assumptions and values in arguments they study or write themselves;  
• critique these fundamental values and assumptions about “right or wrong” and  
• develop ways for people with different values and assumptions to communicate and debate productively.  

In a related area of critical thinking, students will  
• appraise areas of inquiry like literary study where factual and logical certainty often take second place to 

judgments of probability and the persuasiveness of arguments.  
• apply different tools and methods of literary criticism to evaluate critically their strengths and limitations;  
• in their formal persuasive and expository writing; create their own arguments in response to questions raised 

by the texts they read. 
 



 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
N/A 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students will  

• analyze and interpret literary works from different historical and cultural contexts.  
Reasoning. Early in the course students will have to confront how features of works originating in oral performance 
differ from those of written composition. While books are typically more familiar to most audiences today than oral 
storytelling—especially in verse—oral performance predominates overwhelmingly over written texts in human 
history. Students, like other readers, often find the features of oral performance strange or even off-putting, and 
when students work through this difficulty, they will have experience dealing with an important cultural difference.  

• critically examine their own responses to the assigned texts to assess how their own cultural and historical 
context shapes how they react to what they read.  

Reasoning. In doing so they will assess how various human societies have wrestled with ethical questions and 
confronted practical problems of survival, community conflict, political power, and economic organization.  

• critically examine the cultural differences they encounter, including the ones that distance them from the 
texts they study. 

Reasoning. The diversity of our contemporary world is part of a diverse human history. It is urgent that students trace 
ideas and verbal patterns from the past that have persisted in time and influenced contemporary religious and 
political differences, to give just two examples.  

• identify when and how literary works make use of, even depend on, the predominant values of their social 
context.  

Reasoning. Sometimes dissenting or oppositional values influence literary works, and students will  
practice interpreting what the texts may be saying about the values of their times—as well as recognize how literary 
works can show a society’s conflict over values.  

• examine values different from theirs to understand the texts,  
Reasoning. The course should encourage students to do so without abandoning their own value commitments and 
critical perspectives. 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
Students will  

• apply the methods different disciplines use in evaluating primary sources.  
Reasoning. In a literature class, students primarily study sources as culturally significant artistic products with both 
symbolic significance and aesthetic appeal. Historians may use the same source as a piece of documentary evidence 
about a particular event or period, such as the Trojan War. In that discipline different tools are used to assess the 
reliability of the source. In anthropology and sociology texts that had once been or remain sacred within a tradition 
are studied for the meaning they have within that tradition. Despite their main focus on the literary approach, 
students will be using other disciplinary criteria like these to evaluate, for example, whether Homer’s epics are 
reliable sources about the Trojan War.   

• apply close reading, narrative analysis, and theory of literary forms and discourse;  
• distinguish between primary sources and secondary contemporary and subsequent commentary;  
• analyze different examples of how knowledge of primary sources often helps scholars develop 

innovative understandings that defy traditional interpretations;  
• appraise the similar dynamics that occur in diverse fields such as law, policy making, archeology, and 

religious studies;  



• apply methods of interdisciplinary research, using sources from disciplines other than literary 
studies—in particular history, sociology, geography, ecology, and anthropology.   

• test secondary sources against evidence from primary sources, mostly from the assigned texts but 
also other sources from the same historical and cultural context that students locate themselves;  

• compare secondary sources with one another, evaluating new information that sources present as 
well as how these sources use information;  

• assemble information from academic reference works, peer-reviewed scholarship, and other 
published sources, including material available online;  

• use the library’s online databases to find these sources, select relevant ones, and organize them into 
a professionally formatted bibliography. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 



 
Literary Analysis Research Paper 

 
Assignment Description; 

This paper will demonstrate your ability to think critically and analyze one of the five texts 
we have read this semester. This paper will be 

 
• typed 12-point Times New Roman or Palatino font, 
• 1-inch margins, 
• double-spaced, 
• 5-7 pages in length, not including a reference (APA) or works cited page (MLA) 

 
You will also need to include quotes from the original text we studied and use 2-3 outside 
sources (other than the original text) to support an argument. 

 
You will make some type of argument (a solid, well-expressed opinion supported by 
researched evidence) about how one literary element (not plot) works within 1 of the texts 
we have read. 

 
The basic set up of this paper will contain 

• an original title; 
• an introduction with a hook that catches the reader’s attention; 
• a brief description of the topic and thesis statement that presents the literary element 

you will be discussing and what you will argue about it in the text; 
• a body containing reasons/examples/evidence (from the original text and outside 

sources) that support your reading; 
• and a conclusion that explains how the analysis has given you a better understanding 

of the text’s meaning and significance. 
 

This will be a more formal research-based paper, using credible, academic sources. You 
will not use personal experience in this paper and limit the use of “I” statements.  We can 
brainstorm topic ideas through the Announcements link called “Literary Analysis 
Project Topics Brainstorm.” 

 
You are free to choose your own topic, just make sure you can find enough information 
on it to fulfill the source requirements and the length requirement. You should have at 
least 2-3 solid points of argument that you are supporting with examples from the 
original text and other sources. 

 
Source Requirements 
The text that you choose to write about will be the primary source for this paper. Your choices of 
texts to write about are (pick one): 

Gilgamesh 
The Odyssey 
The Inferno 
The Tempest 
Their Eyes Were Watching God 
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Secondary Sources 

 
You will be required to use 2-3 other sources to inform your analysis. You may not use 
Wikipedia or a .com as a source. The bulk of your research should come from article 
databases (NMSU article databases, click here:  http://nmsu.libguides.com/english) and 
books or articles from a physical library. In your paper, you should have quotes and 
paraphrase of source material. You must have in-text citations, cited in proper APA or 
MLA, for all source material which should match the reference list. 

 
 
 
The following sources will be acceptable for this assignment: 

 
✓   Books (biographical, historical or critical) 
✓   Journal articles 
✓   Literary criticism 
✓   Historical documents 
✓   Introductions to the texts 
✓   Websites (if you use a website, it cannot be Wikipedia, About.com or a blog; I suggest a 

.edu website.  Please see our Canvas Modules for Resources for Writing and Research 
and “Resources about our Textbooks” for credible resources I’ve already located for 
you). 

 
 
 
Formatting Instructions 
The paper must adhere to the following criteria 

✓   No cover sheets 
✓   Double-spaced & 1-inch margins 
✓   Full heading (name, date, course, final critical analysis) in upper left-hand corner of first 

page 
✓   Centered title and numbered pages 
✓   5-7 double spaced pages and a separate Reference page (APA) or Works Cited page 

(MLA) 
✓   Proofread for proper spelling, grammar, sentence structure etc. 
✓   Minimal use of “I” throughout paper (though “I” may show up in the conclusion) 

 
 
 
 
 
Your Grade: Please review the assignment’s rubric in the Canvas page. 



Literary Analysis Research Paper Rubric 
Literary Analysis Research Paper Rubric 

Criteria Ratings Pts 

Does the writing document research 
in-text and in a reference list at the 
end, using APA or MLA style 
consistently? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Is the document correctly formatted in 
APA or MLA style? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Does the writing present a specific 
analysis of the main text(s)? (Clear 
thesis statement) 10.0 pts 

Yes 
7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Does the writing remain focused on 
the thesis? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Is the writing organized with an 
introduction, body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion to support the thesis 
argument (cohesive structure)? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 
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Literary Analysis Research Paper Rubric 

Criteria Ratings Pts 

Does the writing provide in-depth 
analysis of the main text(s)? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Does the writing support the thesis 
through the analysis of the evidence 
and theoretical texts? 10.0 pts 

Yes 
7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Does the writing identify and answer 
alternative point(s) of view? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Does the writing follow task-specific 
conventions of paragraphing, 
sentence boundaries, usage, 
agreement, punctuation and spelling? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Is the paper submitted by the 
deadline? 

10.0 pts 
Yes 

7.0 pts 
In 
Progress 
Passing 

6.0 pts 
In Progress 
Not 
Passing 

5.0 pts 
No 

 

10.0 pts 

Total Points: 100.0 
 




