






Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 

http://www.hed.state.nm.us/prognuns/rcguest-a-changc-to-the-nmccns.aspx) 

1. Students will examine and apply different writing styles and modes used by masters of personal essay and keep a

reading response journal of assigned readings as demonstrated by scoring a 70% in faculty designed assignments. 2. 

Students will develop a sense of audience by discussing their papers with each other in small groups during class or by 

reading each other's papers and participating in positive, helpful peer reviews as demonstrated by scoring a 70% in 

faculty designed assignments. 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Read Critically 2. Write for a variety of audiences 3. Determine reliability of sources 4. Understand

rhetorical principles 5. Information literacy

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will 

assess their learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding 

and Evaluating Messages,· and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

This course is an advanced writing course for upper-division students who have already taken their 

general education writing requirements but their major requires more writing courses. This class is 

often taught as a subtitled course with a specific focus on cultural, social, or academic significance, 

usually within the instructor's expertise of student interest. To address "genre and medium 

awareness," students engage with a variety of written, visual, and digital genres to determine rhetorical 

form and convention, and analyze the ways that those genres are methods to create arguments for 

specific audiences. For the subcomponent "application and versatility," students apply their genre 

knowledge to create multimodal projects for specific audiences to convey their research. Students also 

learn classical and contemporary rhetorical principles for "strategies for understanding and evaluating 

messages," and use these principles to analyze or critique a variety of compositions, from academic 

articles to television commercials and websites. For "evaluation and production of arguments," 

students create and refine their arguments through research and creation of specific assignments that 

ask them to create arguments based off of these principles. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition,· Evidence Evaluation,· and Reasoning/Conclusion 

Students in English 311 engage in and develop established practices of critical thinking. Consequently, students 

identify and consider rhetorical situations, purposes, audiences, cultural and social contexts, and points of view 

embodied in a text or artifact, distinguishing biases and values as part of that work. Students practice testing an 

argument's logic and quality, considering its maker's evidence, warrant and assumptions. Apart from engaging the 

created texts and artifacts of others, students respond to the course's subtitled subject in their own writings. 

Students practice identifying, collecting, processing, and ethically incorporating credible source material into their 

own research writing. They develop the ability to interpret and respond to humanities and social sciences texts 

(books, magazines, journal based on the theme/subtopic of the course. Students should read actively and think 

critically, identifying and gathering information on assigned texts to inform their interpretation and response. They 

learn to practice effective research strategies, and integrate credible research into their assignments correctly and 

ethically. Students also critique arguments offered in the texts to determine the underlying methodology as well as 

underlying values, and construct their own rhetorical argument or reasonable conclusion as a result. Students will 



engage in critical discussion as a way of analyzing and grappling with texts. This course differs from English 211 

since most students in English 311 are juniors at the university and engaged in more specific practices within their 

majors and disciplines. Instructors of 311 talk about the rhetorical and genre expectations of those disciplines and 

may provide specific resources for students in history, journalism, criminal justice, law, or creative media. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of 

Quantitative Arguments,· and Application of Quantitative Models 

] n this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third 

essential skill. 200 --- 300 words. 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement- local and global 

Tn this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third 

essential skill. 200 --- 300 words. 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information 

Structure,· and Research as Inquiry 

This course is heavily focused on information and digital literacy, and in recent years has been taught 

as an "information literacy" subtitled course. Students examine cultural artifacts, such as text, images, 

and other multimodal media from contemporary and past sources. Students use visual, written, and/or 

oral rhetorical strategies to persuade, inform, or engage their audiences on their given topic. Students 

are given a variety of sources to engage with and determine credibility of, including library and 

popular news sources. Students conduct research using digital methods and learn to use sources that 

are credible and effective for their audiences. They will learn to demonstrate how research meets or 

fails to meet research standards by measuring findings against the criteria for a quality resource. 

E. Supporting Documents

181 Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) 181 Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

English 311 Final Project 

Assignment Goals 
This assignment will utilize the media literacy skills we have learned in English 311 to recreate a news genre 
and produce an investigative reporting-style project in lieu of a traditional research paper. Your project will 
address an issue related to the course (media literacy). 

Instructions 

Part 1: Research Question 












