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Submission Instructions: Submit the following documents to the GECCC Chair (davsmith@nmsu.edu) at least one week 
prior to any GECCC meeting for consideration at that meeting: 

1. This completed document including:
• (Cover Page) Department Head and Academic Dean(s) signatures on the cover page
• (Cover Page) A description of the CR Team process (only for courses taught on multiple campuses)
• All required information on the State Certification Form, completed in accordance with the Guidelines and

Instructions document available on the GECCC webpage.

2. At least one sample assessment / assignment (required) and an associated grading rubric (recommended).

For system courses, each campus is invited to submit their own sample assessment / assignment. However, if
multiple assignments are submitted, the team must recommend one assignment to be forwarded to the state.

Assignment recommended for submission to the state: __________________________________. 

Other assignments will be placed an assignment library as a reference for future instructors. Note: Inclusion of an 
assignment in the certification proposal does not require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these 
are meant as examples. 

For GECCC Use Only 

Presented to GECCC on:

☐ Catalog editor review completed

☐ Approved, submitted to NMCAC on:

☐ Approved pending the following revisions:

☐ Denied. Please resubmit a new application including signatures after revising as follows:
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NEW MEXICO HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
          
 
 
       SUSANA MARTINEZ         DR. BARBARA DAMRON  
 GOVERNOR                                                                             CABINET SECRETARY 

 
 

New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department Geography 
Course Number, Title, Credits GEOG 112G, World Regional Geography, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Eric Magrane, Assistant Professor 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person magrane@nmsu.edu, 575-646-1819 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
GEOG 1120, World Regional Geography 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  
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Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the basic concepts of geography, the major 

world regions, area differences and similarities, the processes that shape geography natural and human, 
the use of maps, and the key topics of geographical interpretation (e.g., location, world importance, 
population, political status, resources, etc.). 

2. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of Europe, its historical 
background, its languages and religions, major features, the diversified economy, political structures, and 
impact on globalization. 

3. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of Russia and its satellite 
nations, its historical background, their languages and religions, major features, their diversified 
economies, political structures, current problems, and impact on globalization. 

4. Identify, describe, illustrate or explain the regional nations of Middle East, their historical background, 
their languages and religions, the major features, the diversified economies and political structures, the 
current problems. 

5. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of Asia, their historical 
background its languages and religions, major features, the diversified economy and political structures, 
current problems, and impact on globalization. 

6. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of the Pacific World, 
their historical background its languages and religions, major features, the diversified economy and 
political structures, current problems, and impact on globalization. 

7. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of Africa, their historical 
background its languages and religions, major features, the diversified economy and political structures, 
current problems, and impact on globalization. 

8. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of Latin America, their 
historical background its languages and religions, major features, the diversified economy and political 
structures, current problems, and impact on globalization. 

9. Identify, describe, illustrate, distinguish among or explain the regional groups of Anglo-America, their 
historical background its languages and religions, major features, the diversified economy and political 
structures, current problems, and impact on globalization. 

10. Collect data to analyze or classify the region various historical developments and trends relating to 
globalization 

11. Apply critical thinking skills in predicting future developments and impacts in economics, cultural 
diversity, and political stability globally. 

12. Recognize and discuss current political “hot-spots,” their causes, and potential results with regards to 
globalization. 

13. Synthesize information the data into a comprehensive world-view. 
 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
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Students engage with a variety of texts, including maps, websites, articles, and short videos that represent the 
human, cultural, economic, and physical geography of world regions. In-class lectures, group work, discussions, and 
assignments teach students to rhetorically analyze these multiple genres and mediums, and to distinguish well-
supported arguments and claims from opinions. Students apply genre awareness by producing work in multiple 
forms, including essays with APA formatting, presentations, and graphs. These multiple forms are assessed through 
rubrics that are specific to both the content and the form. For example, an assignment for students to create 
climographs for two different international cities and to compare and contrast them is evaluated for its ability to 
represent the climographs and in its ability to competently demonstrate the student’s understanding of the 
climates of the two different cities; an assignment to evaluate a “Story Map,” a form that embeds narrative and 
images along with maps, asks students to respond to both the content and form of the “Story Map,” and to 
evaluate the audience, purpose, and context of their chosen “Story Map.” In-class and online class discussions also 
prompt students to respectfully evaluate and produce arguments with an eye toward situating current problems in 
the world regions in relation to their historical, cultural, political, and/or economic geographies.  

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students identify specific problems and challenges in specific world regions, and develop questions appropriate to 
the world region. Students learn how to critically evaluate representations of world regions, current challenges in 
world regions, and how to develop their own evaluation of specific problems. For an example of critical thinking in 
relation to representation, when studying the Middle East, students are introduced to the concept of 
“Orientalism,” as introduced by Edward Said, and then demonstrate their understanding of the concept by writing 
a short paper that critiques a film or other media representation through the critical concept of “Orientalism.” As 
an example related to current problems/events in world regions, students do research on current events (for 
example, on “Brexit,” the UK’s exit from the European Union), evaluate the evidence on the multiple sides of the 
current event and then develop well-reasoned evaluations of the situation. In discussions, students are also asked 
to develop and generate their own questions about key challenges in world regions. 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students gain a wide view of the world and its peoples and landscapes, and in the process understand world 
regions as constantly in change and part of an interconnected world. Students discuss how local issues are 
interwoven into global processes (globalization) and how human geography is a connective discipline that 
examines the connections between culture, economics, environment, and politics. Students evaluate and study 
personal and social justice issues across world regions, with topics including environmental justice, poverty and 
development, the role of women in society, and the historical and ongoing effects of colonialism on many parts of 
the world. Students connect the local and global through assignments such as calculating individual ecological 
footprints and comparing those to ecological footprints in different regions of the world, or developing a 
presentation on the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals. Through in-class and online discussion fora, as 
well as group work, students practice and demonstrate how to engage in civic discourse with each other.  
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Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 
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SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT: MAPS, GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGIES, AND STORY MAPS 

Note: The following sample assignment connects with the course’s essential skills: It addresses Communication, as it 
introduces students to the genre/form of the “Story Map” and GIS and asks students to comment on their chosen Story 
Map’s audience and rhetorical situation. It addresses Critical Thinking, as it asks students to critically analyze the story 
map. In addition, it addresses Personal & Social Responsibility as students personally choose the story map that they 
would like to address and many of the content of the Story Maps reflect geographical concepts such as globalization, 
citizenship, sustainability, and/or environmental justice.   
 
(Assignment instructions and rubric follow) 

~~~   

In preparation for this assignment, you will learn about one of the main tools that geographers use in representing 
spatial relationships. First, read the appendix to World Regions in Global Context (pages A-1 through A-10).  

One interesting way people are starting to use GIS is in the form of the "story map." To get an idea of what a story map 
looks like, browse Esri's Story Map Gallery here:  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/ 

and here: 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery/#s=0  

For this assignment, you will choose one of the story maps that you find in this "gallery" to respond to and analyze. In 
your assignment, answer the following: 

1) Include a link to the story map that you have chosen. 

2) In your own words, what is the story map about and who is its audience? 

3) What do you think is most interesting about the way that the story map is set up? What are the strengths of this story 
map? What did you learn from this story map? 

4) Analyze the story map. Do you have critiques of the particular story map? For example, questions you might consider 
include: Is it told from a certain perspective that leaves other perspectives out? Is there data or information that you 
wish it had that it doesn’t have? What do you think is missing from the story map? (What would you add?) 

5) Include any other reflections/responses you have to the story map you chose, or to what you have learned about 
GIS in general. 

Your response to these questions should be about 400-600 words total (about 2 pages double-spaced). Upload your 
assignment as a doc, docx, or pdf file to Canvas. 

~~~  
Note: The Following Rubric is used for assessment of student assignments. Assessment includes both points on this 
rubric and a note to each student reinforcing the rubric assessment. 
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