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Course Information 

Department Geography 
NMSU Course Prefix, Number, and Title GEOG 120G, Culture and Environment, 3cr 
CCN Prefix, Number, and Title* GEOG 1130, Human Geography, 3cr 

*  See this state webpage for information on Common Course Numbering 
 

Campus Representative (CR) Team 

Campus (check all that apply) Representative Name and Email 
☒ NMSU-LC (Las Cruces, Main) Carol Campbell <geobird@ad.nmsu.edu> 
☐ NMSU-A (Alamogordo)  

☐ NMSU-C (Carlsbad)  
☒ NMSU-DA (Dona Ana) Concepcion Miller <comiller@dacc.nmsu.edu> 
☐ NMSU-G (Grants)  

 

 
 

Signatures:  A signature indicates approval of the state certification form and sample assignment/assessment.  

 
Academic Department Head:  
 

___Carol L. Campbell_____________ ____4/26/2019____                                      
Printed Name     Signature   Date   
 
 
 
 
Academic Dean:  
 

__Joseph Lakey__________________________ __________4/30/19___________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date  
 

 
 
 
CR Team process (omit if course is taught on only a single campus) 

Describe briefly the process the CR Team used to create and achieve consensus on the certification documents being 
submitted to the GECCC. 
 
Courses are very similar and have a variety of assignments that will work.   
 

 
 
  



Submission Instructions: Submit the following documents to the GECCC Chair (davsmith@nmsu.edu) at least one week 
prior to any GECCC meeting for consideration at that meeting: 

1. This completed document including:
• (Cover Page) Department Head and Academic Dean(s) signatures on the cover page
• (Cover Page) A description of the CR Team process (only for courses taught on multiple campuses)
• All required information on the State Certification Form, completed in accordance with the Guidelines and

Instructions document available on the GECCC webpage.

2. At least one sample assessment / assignment (required) and an associated grading rubric (recommended).

For system courses, each campus is invited to submit their own sample assessment / assignment. However, if
multiple assignments are submitted, the team must recommend one assignment to be forwarded to the state.

Assignment recommended for submission to the state: __________________________________. 

Other assignments will be placed an assignment library as a reference for future instructors. Note: Inclusion of an 
assignment in the certification proposal does not require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these 
are meant as examples. 

For GECCC Use Only 

Presented to GECCC on:
d 

☐ Catalog editor review completed

☐ Approved, submitted to NMCAC on:

☐ Approved pending the following revisions:

☐ Denied. Please resubmit a new application including signatures after revising as follows:
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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department Geography 
Course Number, Title, Credits GEOG 120G, Culture and Environment, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any NONE 
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Carol Campbell, Associate Professor and Department Head 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person geobird@nmsu.edu    575 646-6480 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
GEOG 1130, Human Geography 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Locate on maps, globes, and other technologies various geo-political spaces and places around the 



world, including in the United States. 
2. Describe the primary concepts, theories, methods and terms prevalent in the field of human geography. 
3. Apply core geographic concepts to the spatial patterns demonstrated in real-world scenarios. 
4. Identify the relationships that influence human-environment interaction in a specific location at a 

specific time. 
5. Define and utilize key concepts to explain human social and cultural change over time and across 

geographical space. 
6. Explain the geographic context of a current event or conflict. 
7. Identify a current event that illustrates a core cultural geographic concept. 
8. Think critically, discuss, and write about the relationships of the natural world to human geography. 

 
 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Students complete a variety of writing assignments including responses to videos, texts, and websites.  Essays 
describing places and situations are included to evaluate student communication skills. Assignment specific rubrics 
are provided to evaluate content, organization and grammar and punctuation. One writing assignment requires 
skills transferring visual information (describing maps with geographic terms) into written descriptions.  Another 
assignment requests a response to a short video including a summary of the main points and a statement of 
supported claims, inferences or opinions.  One assignment that is on-going allows tracking of student progress over 
the semester.  Students are assigned a country at the start of the course.  With each chapter they compose a 
descriptive narrative of the country emphasizing geographic terms and concepts, related to the chapter topic and 
respond to other student’s posts with both a quantitative and qualitative comparison of the two countries.   For 
example, post a map of Agricultural production in your country, describe primary crops and regions of production. 
What unique processes or tools are employed, if any? References are required.  Posts can be a combination of 
written and video materials to display the characteristics of their country.  Some students compose videos of brief 
responses. Others post short videos found on-line to support their reporting of country characteristics, or in 
response to videos such as the “Great Pacific Garbage Patch”.     

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students identify and discuss conditions and challenges in global regions. They are asked to critique and evaluate 
conflicts reported in social media and news sources.  Essays that clearly state the problem, then provide two 
different views of how to find solutions, including the sources and potential biases, are ranked highly.  Efforts to 
identify weakness or strength in logic and assumptions are requested.  Personal reflection also provides a forum to 
evaluate objectives of the condition or challenge, and suggest alternate responses.   An example is poaching in 
National Parks and Preserves of Africa.  Students explore the conflict as it relates to the local population and 
traditions.  Each student chooses a perspective to argue for, gathers data and sources, and proposes a logical and 
detailed solution derived from the evidence.  Other conflicts in different regions provide a chance for students to 
explore their assigned country for conflict.   

 



Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students are asked to evaluate their contribution to pollution or efforts to promote sustainability.  Having explored 
countries of the world with classmates, the variation of social responsibility takes on a cultural aspect as resources 
are differentially located around the globe and individual perspectives of how to use or conserve these resources 
takes on a regional perspective.  Questions of social justice come up when exploring recycling efforts. Regulations 
guide manufacturing and production in wealthy nations, yet scavengers are exposed to toxins as they scramble for 
the smallest bit of precious metal from piles of rubble.  Students compare a person’s ecological footprint in their 
focus country to their footprint in the United States. Discussions of infrastructure and personal habits inform the 
students that they ultimately choose their path.     

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 



 

 

Sample assignment: Discussion post Ch 14.  This is part of a semester-long activity in which students post information 
about their assigned country to the discussion board and then respond to another student’s post about a different 
country.   

Focus Country Discussion Chapter 14 Waste  

Always include a location map and photos with captions that are related to the description of 
your focus country. Include references (a url of where to find the map and additional information).  
Reply Response includes name of both countries (yours and the one you are responding to) and a 
qualitative (i.e. flat, small, coastal, pretty…) and quantitative (i.e. 2,000 ft. higher elevation, 10% more 
population…) comparison of size and features between the two countries. 

Ch 14 Focus Country:  Post a map of locations that collect waste (dumps, treatment plants, recycling 
centers, for example). Where is waste stored or processed? Google Earth may be the tool of choice 
to locate waste collection areas (dumps). How is waste handled in your country? Do they recycle or 
demonstrate efforts to reduce the production of waste? Can you see any evidence of waste 
management or pollution in the public images?   

Response includes name of both countries (yours and the one you are responding to) and a 
qualitative and quantitative comparison of waste management approaches between the two 
countries (yours and theirs). 
 



 

 




