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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department Government 
Course Number, Title, Credits GOVT 110G, Introduction to Political Science, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Thaddieus Conner, Associate Professor 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person Conner03@nmsu.edu, 646-2086 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
POLS 1110, Introduction to Political Science 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Construct reasoned civic discourse to advocate a stance or examine alternate positions. 



2. Identify fundamental concepts and theories in political science. 
3. Analyze data and information in order to gain a deeper understanding of the material. 
4. Articulate how the public influence and are influenced by politics. 
5. Identify and compare government systems from democracy to authoritarian, as well as 

models of analysis of contemporary international relations. 
 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
• A clear understanding of the major theories in political science • Familiarity with common methodology employed in 
the study of politics • Knowledge of the major sub-fields of political science  

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Given the importance of clearly conveying information in the political environment, students in GOVT 110G are 
required to improve “genre and medium awareness, application, and versatility” (component 1) by writing online 
discussion board essays, engaging in in-class discussions and debates, and providing written answers to in-class 
exam questions. First, students are required to write three essays during the semester that allows them to engage 
topics germane to political theory, American politics, and/or international relations. Many of the essay questions 
used in GOVT 110G require them to research a particular topic and cite evidence to support their primary 
arguments. This speaks to the second component of understanding and evaluating messages as students must 
locate documentation to support their arguments, assess counterarguments, and view political issues through 
different theoretical lenses. Students are expected to support their arguments on the Canvas discussion board 
essays with credible sources using appropriate citation methods such as MLA, APA, etc. that speaks to component 3 
concerning the “evaluation and production of arguments” that is a major component of the grading rubric included 
with this form. Written skills are further developed on exams that include short answer essay questions. Students 
are also presented with discussion topics and case studies in class that sharpen their oral speaking skills in addition 
to their written skills.  As mentioned earlier, the in-class exercises often require students to apply the assigned 
reading to understanding an issue through different theoretical lenses. Everyone is expected to be active 
participants in class discussions that are often very lively and engaging.  

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students in GOVT 110G develop critical thinking skills throughout the semester both in-class and through online 
Canvas discussion board essays. Critical thinking is a vital (if not necessary) skill that is heavily emphasized in the 
course. For instance, one of the three essay topics requires students to identify a potential problem in American 
government thus articulating what is referred to as “problem setting.” Students are then asked to consider possible 
solutions to this problem based on what other countries are doing by collecting relevant information about 
different systems of government. This sets up a comparative analysis that broadens their perspective on 
governance. By demonstrating how this alternative approach would solve the identified problem, students often 
utilize quantitative and/or qualitative evidence (which is defined in the first section of the course) to support their 
conclusions. This further requires students to differentiate between relevant and irrelevant information and to 
base their conclusions on factual information (normative and empirical statements are also discussed in the first 
section of the course). As mentioned in the communication narrative, students must provide both in-text citations 



and a list of references using appropriate citations styles. The rubric used to score each of the three essays 
evaluates reasoning skills based on the clarity of the argument presented and how well the conclusions and policy 
recommendations of the student naturally flow from the evidence provided. Case studies and other in-class 
activities are also used to further develop critical thinking skills in the classroom.  

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students in GOVT 110G engage the personal and social responsibility learning outcome in several ways given the 
nature of the course that encompasses a wide range of issues including ethics, morality, inequality, social justice, 
and even environmental policy. While only two skills are required to be demonstrated in the following narrative, 
the course touches on at least four of the five component skills. With regards to intercultural understanding and 
competence, students are asked to consider policy and governance challenges from different points of view 
including various ideological, cultural, racial/ethnic, and gender-based perspectives. This is assessed primarily 
through the online discussion board essays on Canvas where one such essay asks students to consider issues of 
economic inequality from a classical and modern liberal perspective. Students are also asked questions in-class that 
deal with the various ethical and moral complexities of political life. There is also an emphasis on exposing students 
to different ways of thinking from an international/global context in the class. For instance, the essay referenced in 
the critical thinking narrative is one such instance where students are asked to consider different approaches to 
governing based on an international/global focus. Students also engage in in-class discussions on environmentalism 
that consider the connection between the “natural and human world” in ways that speak to present day challenges 
regarding sustainability and ecosystem integrity.  

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 



 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 








