








General Education Course Certification 

Application Form 

B. Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

List all New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NMCNS) SLOs for the course. These are available 

from this webpoge. 

POLS 1130 

1. Explain the basic themes and concepts of political science and their

application to contemporary issues

2. Explain the major forces, interests, and institutions of American democratic

politics.

3. Describe and define how beliefs, assumptions, and values are influences by

factors such as politics, geography, economics, culture, biology, history, and

social institutions

List all institution-specific SLOs for the course. Include only SLOs that are distinct from the NMCNS SLOs and 

that are common to all course sections offered at the institutions regardless of instructor. 

1. Understand the presidential election process and to understand the relationship between the

local, state and national governments in the election process

2. Learn how the US Constitution has been revised to address elections

3. Learn how parties were created and have evolved over time

4. Analyze the current presidential election system and discuss proposed changes to the process

C. Narratives

Complete narratives only for the three essential skills assigned to the course's content area as designated in 

the table in Part A above. A description of each skill and its components is given in the Essential Skills Rubrics. 

In each box provided, write a concise narrative that explains how the required skill components are integrated 

into the course. The narratives should address what students will do in the course throughout the semester to 

develop the essential skills and how those skills will be assessed. Hint: embedding the language of the skill 

components into the narrative helps the reviewer to see how individual component skills are addressed. The 

narratives should not address how the discipline fits into General Education. They also should be written with 

a general audience in mind and avoid discipline specific jargon as much as possible. 

Be sure to address the required number of the component skills as listed above each narrative box. 
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Communication 

i. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility

ii. Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating Messages

iii. Evaluation and Production of Arguments

Explain how the proposed course addresses a/13 components of the Communication skill. 

1. Students gain awareness of the contents of the US Constitution and the historical record of

presidential elections from 1789 to the present.

2. Students are required to participate actively in group and class discussions and to keep current on

reading assignments, as well as conduct research on the electoral process, political parties and

controversial presidential elections.

3. Students are required to complete five oral and written presentations a final written analysis of the

presidential election process and recommendations for change. Students produce reports on

constitutional changes related to elections by examining constitutional amendments, the role and

evolution of political parties

Critical Thinking 

i. Problem Setting

ii. Evidence Acquisition

iii. Evidence Evaluation

iv. Reasoning/Conclusion

Explain how the proposed course addresses a/14 components of the Critical Thinking skill. 

1. The course focuses on the challenges of ensuring fair and free democratic elections, equal rights of

participation and equal access to information regarding the voting process, candidates and party

platforms in the United States at local, state and national levels historically and currently.

2. Students are expected to evaluate and produce thoughtful arguments regarding the presidential

election process

3. Students are expected to develop recommendations for change in the presidential election process,

based on their critical reading of this process historically and in recent years

4. Students produce five reports and a final written analysis, in which they demonstrate capacity to use

reason in their analysis of diverse readings and conclude with their own recommendations for

ensuring equal access to the political process in the United States
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Quantitative Reasoning 

i. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information

ii. Analysis of Quantitative Arguments

iii. Application of Quantitative Models

Explain how the proposed course addresses a/13 components of the Quantitative Reasoning skill. 

Personal & Social Responsibility 

i. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence

ii. Sustainability and the natural and human worlds

iii. Ethical reasoning

iv. Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems

v. and Civic discourse, civic knowledge and engagement - local and global

Explain how the proposed course addresses 2 out of 5 components of the Personal & Social Responsibility skill. 

1. Students examine the way that non-propertied males, African American males, Women and 18-year

olds gained the right to participate in the political process in the United States, specifically their

relationship to vote and equal access to information and participation in elections.

2. Students examine how sustainability policies are included in the campaigns of political parties

3. Students examine how matters of justice are reflected in efforts to expand or limit opportunities for

equal participation in the political process

4. Students participate in teams to critically analyze a range of issues (for example, the role and

evolution of political parties in the United States, the role of caucuses and primaries, and

controversial presidential elections)

5. Students are directly engaged in the critical analysis of the US Constitution, electoral procedures and

civic engagement in the political process
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