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Course Information 
Department Government 
NMSU course prefix, number, and title Govt 160G International Political Issues (3 cr) 
Co-requisite course information, if applicable  
NMCNS prefix, number, and title* Pols 2120 International Relations (3 cr) 

*  See this state webpage for information on the New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NMCNS) 
 

Campus Representative (CR) Team 
     Campus (check all that apply) Representative Name and Email 
☒ NMSU-LC (Las Cruces) Neal Rosendorf  nealrose@nmsu.edu 
☐ NMSU-A (Alamogordo)  
☐ NMSU-C (Carlsbad)  
☐ NMSU-DA (Dona Ana)  
☐ NMSU-G (Grants)  

 

 
 

Approvals:  A signature indicates approval of the Application Form and the Sample Assignment.  
 

Academic Department Head:  
 

Neil Harvey__________________________________________________________________________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date   

 
 
Academic Dean:  

 
______________________________________________________________________________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date   

 
 

Additional Approvals, if needed: (Honors college dean, cross-listed department head or dean, etc.)  
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date   

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date   
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CR Team process (for system courses – omit if course is taught on only a single campus) 

Describe briefly the process the CR Team used to create and achieve consensus on the certification 
documents being submitted to the GECCC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Submission Instructions:  
 
Submit the following documents to the GECCC Chair (davsmith@nmsu.edu) at least two weeks prior to any 
GECCC meeting for consideration at that meeting. Deadlines for inclusion in a specific catalog are published on 
the GECCC Procedures and Forms Page. 
 

1. A completed Application Form (this document, in PDF or WORD format). Be sure to include  
- Department Head and Academic Dean(s) signatures on the cover page. For cross-listed courses, 

include signatures for the cross-listed department head and dean. For Honors courses, include a 
signature from the Honors College Dean. 

- (for system courses) A description of the CR Team process 
2. (PDF) A Sample Assignment as described at the end of this document 
3. (PDF) For new GE courses only, a complete course syllabus  

 
 
 

For GECCC Use Only 
 
Presented to GECCC on:                                                        
 
Sent to Community College VPAAs on:                                                        
 
☐ Catalog editor review completed 
 
☐ Approved, submitted to NMCAC on:                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
☐ Approved pending the following revisions: 
 
☐ Revise and re-submit. Please revise and resubmit the application including signatures after revising as 
follows: 
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Department Government 
Course Number, Title, Credits Govt 160G International Political Issues (3 cr) 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
NMCNS prefix, number, and title* Pols 2120 International Relations (3 cr) 

*  See this state webpage for information on the New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NMCNS) 
 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 

☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
Will this course only count toward General Education for an AAS degree? (If unsure, select “no”)  

☐  Yes   ☒  No 
  
 

A. Content Area and Essential Skills 
 

To which content area should this course be added? (Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one 
of the six NM General Education content areas.) 
 

Content Area Required Skills (Narratives must address these skills) 

☐ Communications 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Information & Digital Literacy  

☐ Mathematics 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Quantitative Reasoning 

☐ Science 
Critical Thinking  
Personal & Social Responsibility 
Quantitative Reasoning 

☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Personal & Social Responsibility 

☐ Humanities 
Critical Thinking  
Information & Digital Literacy  
Personal & Social Responsibility 

☐ Creative & Fine Arts 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Personal & Social Responsibility 

☐ Other 
 
Choose any three of the five essential skills 
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B. Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
 
List all New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NMCNS) SLOs for the course.  These are available 
from this webpage. 

Student Learning Outcomes  
1. Explain the interrelationships between countries and people in the world,  
2. Demonstrate an awareness of current events in the world.  
3. Describe several theories of International Relations  
4. Explain and identify theories of power and decision making among states in the world.  
5. Describe and evaluate issues that relate to International Politics, and how individuals are affected by 
them.  
6. Describe the role of Intergovernmental Organizations in International Politics.  
7. Identify the role war plays in International Politics.  
8. Explain how economics is intertwined with International Politics.  
9. Demonstrate an understanding of role of international terrorism and its impacts on global diplomacy. 
10. Articulate how beliefs, assumptions, and values are influenced by factors such as politics, geography, 
economics, culture, history, government, and social institutions. 

 
List all institution-specific SLOs for the course. Include only SLOs that are distinct from the NMCNS SLOs and 
that are common to all course sections offered at the institutions regardless of instructor.  

I am the sole instructor. My course deals in a thematic and context-specific fashion with all ten of the 
outcomes listed above. 

 
 

C. Narratives 
 
Complete narratives only for the three essential skills assigned to the course’s content area as designated in 
the table in Part A above. A description of each skill and its components is given in the Essential Skills Rubrics.  
  
In each box provided, write a concise narrative that explains how the required skill components are integrated 
into the course. The narratives should address what students will do in the course throughout the semester to 
develop the essential skills and how those skills will be assessed. Hint: embedding the language of the skill 
components into the narrative helps the reviewer to see how individual component skills are addressed. The 
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narratives should not address how the discipline fits into General Education. They also should be written with 
a general audience in mind and avoid discipline specific jargon as much as possible.  

Be sure to address the required number of the component skills as listed above each narrative box. 

Communication 
i. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility 

ii. Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating Messages 
iii. Evaluation and Production of Arguments 

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 3 components of the Communication skill. 

1. Students will become aware of the historical evolution of key problems in current international 
politics by exploring a variety of scholarly texts, popular writings and other sources necessary for 
exercising critical citizenship across a wide range of topics 

2. Students are expected to be active participants in class discussions, allowing them to share with their 
peers their own responses to assigned readings and assignments 

3. Students develop a framework for analyzing contemporary international issues in their historical 
context, while debating diverse approaches and producing their own arguments through the writing 
of policy memoranda for public officials 
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Critical Thinking 
i. Problem Setting 

ii. Evidence Acquisition 
iii. Evidence Evaluation 
iv. Reasoning/Conclusion 

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 4 components of the Critical Thinking skill. 

1. Students are expected to understand the significance of major problems in international politics, for 
example: global climate change, nuclear weapons, and mass killing/genocide and ethnic cleansing 

2. Students gather evidence from a combination of scholarly and popular writings and A/V sources and 
primary documents (that is, documents dating from the time period under study), both written and 
audio-visual as appropriate. 

3. Students are expected to critically read texts from diverse perspectives on controversial and complex 
global issues. In doing so, they are expected to develop skills in understanding viewpoints that may 
vary widely from their own, which is a prerequisite of reasoned debate as well as negotiating and 
forging workable political solutions. 

4. Students will be required to write briefs or memoranda addressed to public figures who are 
associated with the policy areas under discussion. Students are expected to provide a reasoned and 
empirically supported argument and conclusions regarding the best policy options available 

 
 
 
Quantitative Reasoning 

i. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information 
ii. Analysis of Quantitative Arguments 

iii. Application of Quantitative Models 

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 3 components of the Quantitative Reasoning skill. 
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Personal & Social Responsibility 

i. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence 
ii. Sustainability and the natural and human worlds 

iii. Ethical reasoning 
iv. Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems 
v. and Civic discourse, civic knowledge and engagement – local and global 

Explain how the proposed course addresses 2 out of 5 components of the Personal & Social Responsibility skill. 

1. Students gain a broad foundation in how cultural diversity is expressed in international politics, 
highlighting the importance of diplomacy, cultural ties and exchanges for peaceful co-operation 

2. Students gain in-depth knowledge on key international social and environmental issues, for example, 
the scope and impacts of climate change on communities and ecologies in different parts of the 
world 

3. Students are expected to assess how different policies and actions on international issues have 
differential impacts on social groups, highlighting problems of discrimination, inequality and violence 

4. Students gain knowledge of issues that are relevant to all members of society, for example, global 
climate change, helping them become more educated voices to address common problems and 
design ethical solutions locally and globally 
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Information & Digital Literacy 
i. Authority and Value of Information 

ii. Digital Literacy 
iii. Information Structure 
iv. Research as Inquiry 

Explain how the proposed course addresses 3 out of 4 components of the Information & Digital Literacy skill. 

 

 
 

D. Sample Assessment 
 
As a separate document, attach one sample assignment from the course that illustrates how essential skills (at 
least one and preferably more) are assessed within the context of the course. The assignment should be an 
example of what is discussed in the narratives. Approval of the certification application is more likely if the 
assignment explicitly connects to essential skills through, for example: 

• Adding a preface to the assignment that describes those connections, or,  
• Embedding essential skills language into the assignment or assignment rubric.  

 
Sample assignments will be used to create an “assignment library” to illustrate the teaching of essential skills 
to future instructors. Note, however, that inclusion of an assignment in the certification proposal does not 
require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these are meant as examples. For system courses, 
campuses are invited to submit additional sample assignments for inclusion in the assignment library. 
However, if multiple assignments are submitted, please indicate clearly which single assignment should be 
submitted to the state.  
 

E. Recertification and Assessment 
 
A plan for periodic (~six-year) recertification of general education courses, currently under development, will 
be tied to our Institutional General Education Assessment Plan. 




