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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department History 
Course Number, Title, Credits HIST 202G, Introduction to Recent American History, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person  
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person  

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HIST 1120, United States History II 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will be able to EXPLAIN in their work how humans in the past shaped their own 



unique historical moments and were shaped by those moments, and how those cultures 
changed over the course of the centuries for the history of the United States from the 
reconstruction to the present. Bloom Taxonomy’s Cognitive Process: REMEMBER AND 
UNDERSTAND 

2. Students will DISTINGUISH between primary and secondary sources, IDENTIFY and EVALUATE 
evidence and EMPATHIZE with people in their historical context. 
Bloom Taxonomy’s Cognitive Process: ANALYZE, REMEMBER, EVALUATE, CREATE 

3. Students will SUMMARIZE and APPRAISE different historical interpretations and evidence in 
order to CONSTRUCT past events. 
Bloom Taxonomy’s Cognitive Process: UNDERSTAND, EVALUATE, APPLY 

4. Students will IDENTIFY historical arguments in a variety of sources and EXPLAIN how they 
were constructed, EVALUATING credibility, perspective, and relevance. 
Bloom Taxonomy’s Cognitive Process: REMEMBER, UNDERSTAND, EVALUATE 

5. Students will CREATE well-supported historical arguments and narratives that 
demonstrate an awareness of audience. 
Bloom Taxonomy’s Cognitive Process: CREATE, APPLY 

6. Students will APPLY historical knowledge and historical thinking “in order to infer what 
drives and motivates human behavior in both past and present.” 
Bloom Taxonomy’s Cognitive Process: APPLY, ANALYZE 10 11 

 
 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students will develop their critical thinking skills over the span of the course by means of various 
assignments, class discussions, presentations, and other activities.  For some assignments, students will 
examine evidence presented in primary and secondary sources and determine how the author(s) define and 
present their ideas.  The students will weigh the arguments and identify the main ideas presented.  Students 
will analyze and evaluate the evidence and ideas for reliability and accuracy, including understanding and 
empathizing with people in their historical contexts.  As part of these exercises, students will evaluate the 
credibility and perspectives of the sources.  For some of these assignments, students will express what they 
have learned through creating and writing analytical papers.  The students will develop conclusions about the 
sources based on a well-supported and well-reasoned evaluation.  During the course, students will analyze 
how societies develop and change over time.   

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  



In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
In this course, students will evaluate issues that have impacted systems in the natural and human 
environments over the time period covered in the course.  Students will complete various written and oral 
assignments that analyze one or more of these perspectives.  Included in these assignments are critical 
assessments of the different factors that influence and determine local and global cultural, political, economic, 
and social developments.  These assignments will include exercises such as historical debates, which will 
require students to collaborate with other students and will build teamwork among the class participants. 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In various assignments, both oral and written, students will learn to recognize and analyze different types of 
historical sources.  They will evaluate these sources for their authority and value for historical understanding.  
These assignments will include written analysis, role playing, and other group activities.  Students will learn 
how to effectively write and communicate their ideas in various formats, including digital environments. 
Students will select, analyze, and discuss primary and secondary source materials appropriate for the topics 
included in the course.  These exercises will allow students to demonstrate how they have learned to critically 
address historical documents and other materials by formulating historical arguments and supporting them 
with relevant information and analysis. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☐ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☐ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 



 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 

 

The attached assignment meets the requirements for Critical Thinking category for General Education.  The assignment 
requires the students to critically assess selections of Harlem Renaissance Poetry, placing them in historical context.  The 
students are required to summarize the basic ideas presented in these selections, and evaluate the perspectives of the 
authors.  The students express their ideas and conclusions through analytical papers.  In addition, the assignment also 
meets the requirements Information and Digital Literacy by the close reading of primary sources and showing how the 
information is organized and presented, as well as evaluating the authors’ perspectives.  It also meets the requirements 
for Personal and Social Responsibility by evaluating historical perspectives for different social and cultural relationships. 

 

 

History 202 Primary Source Exercise: Harlem Renaissance Poetry 

 

Name_______________________________ Name________________________________ 

 

Let America be America again. 
Let it be the dream it used to be. 
Let it be the pioneer on the plain 
Seeking a home where he himself is free. 
 
(America never was America to me.) 
 
Let America be the dream the dreamers dreamed— 
Let it be that great strong land of love 
Where never kings connive nor tyrants scheme 
That any man be crushed by one above. 
 
(It never was America to me.) 
 
O, let my land be a land where Liberty 
Is crowned with no false patriotic wreath, 
But opportunity is real, and life is free, 
Equality is in the air we breathe. 
 
(There’s never been equality for me, 
Nor freedom in this “homeland of the free.”) 
 



1. What is the impact of having two voices in this poem—one in parentheses and one not in 
parentheses? What do you think is the difference between the two?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Say, who are you that mumbles in the dark?  
And who are you that draws your veil across the stars? 
 
I am the poor white, fooled and pushed apart, 
I am the Negro bearing slavery’s scars. 
I am the red man driven from the land, 
I am the immigrant clutching the hope I seek— 
And finding only the same old stupid plan 
Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak. 
 

2. According to Langston Hughes, what factors did poor whites, African Americans, indigenous 
people and immigrants have in common?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I am the young man, full of strength and hope, 
Tangled in that ancient endless chain 
Of profit, power, gain, of grab the land! 
Of grab the gold! Of grab the ways of satisfying need! 
Of work the men! Of take the pay! 
Of owning everything for one’s own greed! 
 
I am the farmer, bondsman to the soil. 
I am the worker sold to the machine. 
I am the Negro, servant to you all. 
I am the people, humble, hungry, mean— 
Hungry yet today despite the dream. 
Beaten yet today—O, Pioneers! 
I am the man who never got ahead, 
The poorest worker bartered through the years. 
 
Yet I’m the one who dreamt our basic dream 
In the Old World while still a serf of kings, 
Who dreamt a dream so strong, so brave, so true, 
That even yet its mighty daring sings 
In every brick and stone, in every furrow turned 



That’s made America the land it has become. 
O, I’m the man who sailed those early seas 
In search of what I meant to be my home— 
For I’m the one who left dark Ireland’s shore, 
And Poland’s plain, and England’s grassy lea, 
And torn from Black Africa’s strand I came 
To build a “homeland of the free.” 
 
 
 

3. According to Hughes, what was the American dream?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The free? 
 
Who said the free?  Not me? 
Surely not me?  The millions on relief today? 
The millions shot down when we strike? 
The millions who have nothing for our pay? 
For all the dreams we’ve dreamed 
And all the songs we’ve sung 
And all the hopes we’ve held 
And all the flags we’ve hung, 
The millions who have nothing for our pay— 
Except the dream that’s almost dead today. 
 
O, let America be America again— 
The land that never has been yet— 
And yet must be—the land where every man is free. 
The land that’s mine—the poor man’s, Indian’s, Negro’s, ME— 
Who made America, 
Whose sweat and blood, whose faith and pain, 
Whose hand at the foundry, whose plow in the rain, 
Must bring back our mighty dream again. 
 
Sure, call me any ugly name you choose— 
The steel of freedom does not stain. 
From those who live like leeches on the people’s lives, 
We must take back our land again, 
America! 
 
O, yes, 
I say it plain, 



America never was America to me, 
And yet I swear this oath— 
America will be! 
 
Out of the rack and ruin of our gangster death, 
The rape and rot of graft, and stealth, and lies, 
We, the people, must redeem 
The land, the mines, the plants, the rivers. 
The mountains and the endless plain— 
All, all the stretch of these great green states— 
And make America again! 
 

4. According to Hughes, to what extent had the American dream been accomplished?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Who did Hughes see as holding back the people? What was his prescription to solve this problem?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Did this poem resonate with you? Why or why not?  
 

 




