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Submission Instructions: Submit the following documents to the GECCC Chair (davsmith@nmsu.edu) at least one week 
prior to any GECCC meeting for consideration at that meeting: 
 
1. This completed document including: 

• (Cover Page) Department Head and Academic Dean(s) signatures on the cover page 
• (Cover Page) A description of the CR Team process (only for courses taught on multiple campuses) 
• All required information on the State Certification Form, completed in accordance with the Guidelines and 

Instructions document available on the GECCC webpage. 
 

2. At least one sample assessment / assignment (required) and an associated grading rubric (recommended). 
 
For system courses, each campus is invited to submit their own sample assessment / assignment. However, if 
multiple assignments are submitted, the team must recommend one assignment to be forwarded to the state.  

 Assignment recommended for submission to the state: __________________________________. 

Other assignments will be placed an assignment library as a reference for future instructors. Note: Inclusion of an 
assignment in the certification proposal does not require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these 
are meant as examples. 
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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department History 
Course Number, Title, Credits HIST 211G, East Asia to 1600, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person  
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person  

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HIST 2250, East Asia to 1600 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will learn the analytic skills of interpreting historical changes and continuity. 



2. They will assess and use historical documents, and learn how to evaluate varying 
historical interpretations. 

3. Students will understand the chronological and geographic context of important historical 
events, and will understand the social, technological, economic, cultural and political 
components of the society under study in this course. 

4. Students will understand how people shape their culture and its beliefs, and the way in which 
prevailing cultures and beliefs shape them. 

5. They will understand the historical origins of present-day societies, to learn about their own 
historical roots. 

6. They will learn about the development of structures of power, the production of and 
distribution of goods, and the relationship between science and technology and human 
values and behavior. 

 
 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students will develop their critical thinking skills over the span of the course by means of various 
assignments, class discussions, presentations, and other activities concerning East Asia up to about 1600.  For 
some assignments, students will examine evidence presented in primary and secondary sources and determine 
how the author(s) define and present their ideas, for example, using selections from the primary source “The 
Secret History of the Mongols”.  The students will weigh the arguments and identify the main ideas 
presented.  Students will analyze and evaluate the evidence and ideas for reliability and accuracy, including 
understanding and empathizing with people in their historical contexts.  As part of these exercises, students 
will evaluate the credibility and perspectives of the sources.  For example, for “The Secret History of the 
Mongols,” students will closely read the selections and analyze how the selection relate to each other and 
how the perspective changes.  For some of these assignments, students will express what they have learned 
through creating and writing analytical papers.  The students will develop conclusions about the sources 
based on a well-supported and well-reasoned evaluation.  During the course, students will analyze how 
societies develop and change over time.  The students’ papers will be assessed using the attached rubric. 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 



Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
In this course, students will evaluate issues that have impacted systems in the natural and human 
environments in East Asia up to about 1600.  Students will complete various written and oral assignments 
that analyze one or more of these perspectives, such as the impact of the rise of Buddhism on different areas 
of East Asia.  Included in these assignments are critical assessments of the different factors that influence and 
determine local and global cultural, political, economic, and social developments.  For example, the students 
will analyze how Buddhism was adapted to local conditions as it spread throughout Asia.  These assignments 
will include exercises such as historical debates, which will require students to collaborate with other students 
and will build teamwork among the class participants.  The students’ written assignments will be assessed 
using the attached rubric. 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In various assignments, both oral and written, students will learn to recognize and analyze different types of 
historical sources concerning East Asia up to about 1600.  Students will evaluate these sources for their 
authority and value for historical understanding.  These assignments will include written analysis, role 
playing, and other group activities.  Students will learn how to effectively write and communicate their ideas 
in various formats, including digital environments. 
Students will select, analyze, and discuss primary and secondary source materials appropriate for the topics 
included in the course.  These exercises will allow students to demonstrate how they have learned to critically 
address historical documents and other materials by formulating historical arguments and supporting them 
with relevant information and analysis.  The assignments will be assessed by the criteria included in the 
attached grading rubric. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☐ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☐ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   



If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

  



The attached assignment meets the requirements for Critical Thinking category for General Education.  The assignment 
requires the students to critically assess the selections from the Debate on Salt and Iron, placing them in historical 
context.  The students are required to summarize the basic ideas presented in these selections, and evaluate the 
perspectives of the authors.  The students express their ideas and conclusions through analytical papers.  In addition, the 
assignment also meets the requirements Information and Digital Literacy by the close reading of a primary source and 
showing how the information is organized and presented, as well as evaluating the authors’ perspective.  It also meets 
the requirements for Personal and Social Responsibility by evaluating historical perspectives for different social and 
cultural relationships. 

 

 

HIST 211G: EAST ASIA TO 1600 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENT  

 

READ:  selections from the Debate on Salt and Iron 

    

WRITE a short paper at least two-three full pages in length (double spaced, 12 point font, standard margins) in 
which you analyze these selections.  In this essay, explain the context of these debates, the two primary 
opinions of the debaters and, finally, your own opinion about the debate.  Please use quotations from the 
document itself to bolster your argument. 

 

 

  



RUBRIC FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS FOR HIST 211G: EAST ASIA TO 1600 

 

Grading Rubric for Hist 211G Assignments 
 

 

 Excellent Good Needs Improvement Poor F 

Overall 
Impression  

Author directly 
addresses main question 
or issue.  Author 
successfully synthesize 
this knowledge  

Author competently 
addresses main 
question or issue  

Author attempts to 
address main 
question or issue, 
but fails.   

Essay does NOT 
address main question 
or issue 

P 

L 

A 

G 

I 

A 

R 

I 

S 

M 

Argument Essay contains a clear 
argument—i.e., lets the 
reader know exactly 
what the author is trying 
to communicate. 

An argument is 
present, but reader 
must reconstruct it 
from the text.   

Author attempts, but 
fails, to make an 
argument  

No attempt is made to 
articulate an 
argument. 

 

Evidence Provides compelling and 
accurate evidence that 
convinces reader to 
accept main argument.  
The 
importance/relevance of 
all pieces of evidence is 
clearly stated.   

Provides necessary 
evidence to convince 
reader of most aspects 
of the main argument 
but not all.  The 
importance/ relevance 
of some evidence 
presented may not be 
totally clear. Reader 
must make a few 
mental leaps or do 
some additional 
research to fully accept 
all aspects of main 
argument.   

Not enough 
evidence is provided 
to support author’s 
argument, or 
evidence is 
incomplete, 
incorrect, or 
oversimplified.   

Either no evidence is 
provided, or there are 
numerous factual 
mistakes, omissions or 
oversimplifications.  

 

  



 Excellent Good Needs Improvement Poor F 

Sources 

  

The 
specific 
assignment 
will 
describe 
what kinds 
of sources 
are 
required. 

Evidence is used from a 
wide range of sources, 
including lectures and 
course readings.  When 
required, author also 
consults scholarly books, 
websites, journal 
articles, etc. not 
explicitly discussed in 
class. 

Evidence is used from 
many sources, but 
author relies heavily on 
a more limited set of 
sources.  Some effort is 
made to go beyond 
material presented in 
class when required, 
but not much.  If 
outside sources are 
used, they are primarily 
non-scholarly (i.e., 
intended for a general 
audience) and/or web-
based. 

Uses only a few of 
the sources provided 
in class, or does not 
go beyond what has 
been provided by 
professor when 
required to do 
additional research. 

Does not use sources, 
only minimally uses 
sources provided by 
instructor, or relies 
exclusively on non-
scholarly outside 
sources. 

 

Citations All evidence is properly 
cited in footnotes or 
endnotes. 

All evidence is cited in 
footnotes or endnotes, 
but there are some 
minor problems with 
completeness or 
format of some 
citations. 

Some pieces are 
unreferenced or 
inaccurately 
referenced, and 
there are problems 
with completeness 
and format of 
citations. 

No attempt is made to 
cite evidence.  

 

  



 Excellent Good Needs Improvement Poor F 

Organization Essay contains an intro, 
main body, and 
conclusion.  
Introduction lays out 
main argument and 
gives an outline of what 
the reader can expect in 
the essay.  The 
conclusion brings 
everything together.  

Essay contains an intro, 
main body, and 
conclusion. The 
introduction lays out 
the main argument but 
gives the reader little 
idea of what to expect 
in the essay.  The 
conclusion nicely 
summarizes the main 
argument and 
evidence, but does not 
move beyond what has 
already been 
presented in the 
paper. 

Essay contains an 
intro, main body, 
and conclusion. 
However, the 
introduction does 
not adequately lay 
out the main 
argument, and the 
conclusion does not 
adequately 
summarize the main 
argument and 
evidence.  

Essay has no clear 
organizational 
pattern. 

 

Clarity and 
Style 

All sentences are 
grammatically correct 
and clearly written.  
Paper has been spell-
checked AND proofread 
and contains no errors. 

All sentences are 
grammatically correct 
and clearly written.  
Paper has been spell-
checked AND 
proofread, and 
contains no more than 
a few minor errors, 
which do not adversely 
affect the reader’s 
ability to understand 
the essay. 

A few sentences are 
grammatically 
incorrect or not 
clearly written.  
Paper has been 
spell-checked AND 
proofread, but still 
contains several 
errors.  Reader’s 
ability to understand 
essay may be 
compromised by 
these errors. 

Paper is full of 
grammatical errors 
and bad writing.  
Several words are 
misused.    Paper has 
not been spell-
checked or proofread, 
and contains 
numerous errors.  
Reader has a difficult 
time understanding 
essay because of 
errors. 

 

 

 




