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CR Team process (for system courses – omit if course is taught on only a single campus) 

Describe briefly the process the CR Team used to create and achieve consensus on the certification 
documents being submitted to the GECCC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Submission Instructions:  
 
Submit the following documents to the GECCC Chair (davsmith@nmsu.edu) at least two weeks prior to any 
GECCC meeting for consideration at that meeting. Deadlines for inclusion in a specific catalog are published on 
the GECCC Procedures and Forms Page. 
 

1. A completed Application Form (this document, in PDF or WORD format). Be sure to include  
- Department Head and Academic Dean(s) signatures on the cover page. For cross-listed courses, 

include signatures for the cross-listed department head and dean. For Honors courses, include a 
signature from the Honors College Dean. 

- (for system courses) A description of the CR Team process 
2. (PDF) A Sample Assignment as described at the end of this document 
3. (PDF) For new GE courses only, a complete course syllabus  

 
 
 

For GECCC Use Only 
 
Presented to GECCC on:                                                        
 
Sent to Community College VPAAs on:                                                        
 
☐ Catalog editor review completed 
 
☐ Approved, submitted to NMCAC on:                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
☐ Approved pending the following revisions: 
 
☐ Revise and re-submit. Please revise and resubmit the application including signatures after revising as 
follows: 
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Department Honors College 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 210: The Present in the Past 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
NMCNS prefix, number, and title*  

*  See this state webpage for information on the New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NMCNS) 
 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 

☐  Yes   ☒  No 
 
Will this course only count toward General Education for an AAS degree? (If unsure, select “no”)  

☐  Yes   ☒  No 
  
 

A. Content Area and Essential Skills 
 

To which content area should this course be added? (Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one 
of the six NM General Education content areas.) 
 

Content Area Required Skills (Narratives must address these skills) 

☐ Communications 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Information & Digital Literacy  

☐ Mathematics 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Quantitative Reasoning 

☐ Science 
Critical Thinking  
Personal & Social Responsibility 
Quantitative Reasoning 

☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Personal & Social Responsibility 

☒ Humanities 
Critical Thinking  
Information & Digital Literacy  
Personal & Social Responsibility 

☐ Creative & Fine Arts 
Communication 
Critical Thinking  
Personal & Social Responsibility 

☐ Other  
Choose any three of the five essential skills 
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B. Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

List all New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NMCNS) SLOs for the course.  These are available 
from this webpage. 

1. analyze and critically interpret primary sources and understand how others might interpret and use the
same material in different ways;

2. Recognize and articulate the diversity of human experience across a range of historical periods and/or
cultural perspectives.

3. understand how historical experiences and memories have shaped contemporary societies;
4. identify and understand the degree to which history has been used and misused in the past;
5. Draw on historical and/or cultural perspectives to evaluate any or all of the following: contemporary

problems/issues, contemporary modes of expression, and contemporary thought.
6. demonstrate improvement in their ability to read critically, think logically, and express themselves clearly

in writing.

List all institution-specific SLOs for the course. Include only SLOs that are distinct from the NMCNS SLOs and 
that are common to all course sections offered at the institutions regardless of instructor. 

C. Narratives

Complete narratives only for the three essential skills assigned to the course’s content area as designated in 
the table in Part A above. A description of each skill and its components is given in the Essential Skills Rubrics. 

In each box provided, write a concise narrative that explains how the required skill components are integrated 
into the course. The narratives should address what students will do in the course throughout the semester to 
develop the essential skills and how those skills will be assessed. Hint: embedding the language of the skill 
components into the narrative helps the reviewer to see how individual component skills are addressed. The 
narratives should not address how the discipline fits into General Education. They also should be written with 
a general audience in mind and avoid discipline specific jargon as much as possible. 
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Be sure to address the required number of the component skills as listed above each narrative box. 

Communication 
i. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility

ii. Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating Messages
iii. Evaluation and Production of Arguments

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 3 components of the Communication skill. 
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Critical Thinking 
i. Problem Setting

ii. Evidence Acquisition
iii. Evidence Evaluation
iv. Reasoning/Conclusion

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 4 components of the Critical Thinking skill. 

The course will invite students to read history backwards – to begin with a current-day trend or problem, 
and search for it in the past (Problem Setting). We will seek multiple different case studies, drawing broadly 
from time and place. We will read various different kinds of evidence, from textbooks to treatises to 
primary-source reactions to specific historical circumstances, and evaluate that evidence critically based on 
historical context and standards of logical argumentation (Evidence Acquisition, Evaluation, Reasoning. 
Students will strengthen their capacity for critical reasoning. We will also interrogate our own intellectual 
method: what are the pitfalls of using the past as a mirror (Reasoning/Conclusion)? For example, the 
midterm exam is a five-page take-home essay that requires students to take a contemporary concept, such 
as the cult of celebrity, and examine how this was manifested in the past (Problem Setting). In order to 
complete this task, students will synthesize information from texts, lectures, film, historic newspaper and 
periodical publications, and other sources (Evidence Acquisition) to discuss how Lord Byron, PT Barnum, or 
Sarah Bernhardt were treated as the celebrities of their day (Reasoning/Conclusion).  To successfully 
complete this assignment, students will need to critically examine historical documents through both a 
contemporary lens, and with an understanding of the subject in its’ historical context, to identify parallels 
between historical case studies and contemporary society (Evaluation, Reasoning).  
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Quantitative Reasoning 
i. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information

ii. Analysis of Quantitative Arguments
iii. Application of Quantitative Models

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 3 components of the Quantitative Reasoning skill. 



General Education Course Certification 
Application Form 

 Revised 7/22/19 8 

Personal & Social Responsibility 
i. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence

ii. Sustainability and the natural and human worlds
iii. Ethical reasoning
iv. Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems
v. and Civic discourse, civic knowledge and engagement – local and global

Explain how the proposed course addresses 2 out of 5 components of the Personal & Social Responsibility skill. 

Students in this course will assess different historical case studies and modes of development in global 
perspective, across centuries. They will develop the ability to understand and empathize with people from 
different places and times, and understand their political choices (Intercultural reasoning & competence). 
Students will also devote considerable class time to civil discussion, in which we will practice cordial 
disagreement with one another’s ideas while maintaining the ability to appreciate one another as people 
(collaboration skills, teamwork, civic discourse, knowledge & engagement). The ability to foster spirited 
conversations, collaboration, and teamwork are enhanced because this is an Honors class, which ensures a 
small enrollment, a seminar-style format, and pedagogical reliance on discussion rather than lecture 
(collaboration, teamwork). As students are comparing historical cases with contemporary corollaries, such 
as the popular response to celebrity in the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries, they are developing their ability to 
make informed comparisons and evaluations, without necessarily fomenting division and negative discourse 
(ethical reasoning).  
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Information & Digital Literacy 
i. Authority and Value of Information

ii. Digital Literacy
iii. Information Structure
iv. Research as Inquiry

Explain how the proposed course addresses 3 out of 4 components of the Information & Digital Literacy skill. 

Students will read different historical sources for bias and content simultaneously: how do we learn from a 
biased source? Students will learn to examine how documents and sources reflect the time, place, and 
cultural context from when they were produced, and how what some argue is “bias” is simply a reflection of 
the historical period when the document was generated. Students will learn to read between the lines to 
infer what the source would rather not tell us (authority & value of information, research as inquiry)? We 
will analyze different authorial strategies in different sorts of texts, including visual images, including 
popular media from earlier eras (newspapers, advertisements, essays), as well as secondary sources that 
analyze these primary materials (authority and value of information, information structure). Students will 
then write analytical essays, in which they evaluate arguments (tacit or overt) within our sources and their 
circumstances of production, articulating how specific sources reflect the era when they were produced 
(digital literacy, research as inquiry) .  Students will also develop digital literacy by working with Wordpress 
and other platforms to distribute information online (digital literacy, information structure). 

D. Sample Assessment

As a separate document, attach one sample assignment from the course that illustrates how essential skills (at 
least one and preferably more) are assessed within the context of the course. The assignment should be an 
example of what is discussed in the narratives. Approval of the certification application is more likely if the 
assignment explicitly connects to essential skills through, for example: 

• Adding a preface to the assignment that describes those connections, or,
• Embedding essential skills language into the assignment or assignment rubric.

Sample assignments will be used to create an “assignment library” to illustrate the teaching of essential skills 
to future instructors. Note, however, that inclusion of an assignment in the certification proposal does not 
require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these are meant as examples. For system courses, 
campuses are invited to submit additional sample assignments for inclusion in the assignment library. 
However, if multiple assignments are submitted, please indicate clearly which single assignment should be 
submitted to the state.  

E. Recertification and Assessment

A plan for periodic (~six-year) recertification of general education courses, currently under development, will 
be tied to our Institutional General Education Assessment Plan. 
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The Present in the Past: Celebrity 
HON 210, Fall 2020 
Dr. Orzoff       
 
Office:   Breland 125, occasionally the Starbucks on Espina      
Office Hours:  F 1-4 and by appointment   
Email:   aorzoff@nmsu.edu       
Office Phone:  646-4601, but email is a much better way to reach me 
 
The Present in the Past will introduce students to a topic of current concern, and seek its historical 
roots in other eras and other places. Our goal is to better understand today’s issues by examining how 
other peoples have viewed them. This semester’s subject will be celebrity, and by extension the media cul-
ture that disseminates it and profits from it, the fans who consume it, and the managers who try to control 
or shape it on behalf of their clients. We will cast our gaze back to celebrity’s roots in nineteenth-century 
Europe and the United States, focusing on artists from different cultural spheres – literature, music, the 
theater—as well as the earliest criminal celebrities like Jack the Ripper. We will also look at the rise of the 
mass media on both continents and the rise of cultural impresarios and agents. The film industry – espe-
cially but not exclusively Hollywood – gave celebrity culture a shot of steroids, so to speak, as did the In-
ternet, which globalized celebrity even more than the technological shifts of the early twentieth century. 
We will focus on questions of gender, class, and race as they inform the development of celebrity. We will 
also pay particular attention to fans, not as passive consumers of celebrity culture but as co-creators of ce-
lebrity cults. We will spend much more time than the standard history class reading tabloid newspapers 
and gossip websites; students will be encouraged to create their own. We will investigate related questions 
of audience, narrative, representation, and authority; we will identify appropriate historical sources, ana-
lyze those sources critically, and develop arguments based on careful reading of historical evidence.  
          
Required Texts: Available for purchase at the NMSU Barnes and Noble store.  
Sharon Marcus. The Drama of Celebrity (Oxford, 2019) 
 
Other readings available on our course website as PDFs. I strongly suggest you print these out; you will 
need to refer to specific passages of the reading in class discussion. 
 
All of these texts are readily available on the Internet, often used and at good prices. See www.addall.com 
for a very useful price-comparison engine. Note: “the book didn’t arrive in time” will not be accepted as 
an excuse for submitting late work or being unprepared for discussion.  
 
Please begin to follow national and global news.  Some easy low- and no-cost ways to do this:  
 —the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation): http://www.bbc.com/news/world/europe/  
 —the Economist magazine (available at NMSU library if you don’t want to subscribe) 
 —the German newsmagazine Der Spiegel has an English-language section at  

https://www.spiegel.de/international/   
 — the New York Times www.nytimes.com  (paywalled) 
 —the Wall Street Journal: www.wsj.com , available free through NMSU Library  
 —National Public Radio, locally at 90.7 FM and at npr.org 
 —The Atlantic newsmagazine and website, theatlantic.com  
 
Learning Outcomes:  
Critical Thinking: students will define a problem, acquire evidence to address said problem, evaluate evi-
dence found to arrive at a conclusion 
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Personal and Social Responsibility: students will develop empathy with people from different times and 
places; they will acquire and practice the skill of cordial disagreement while maintaining an appreciation 
of others’ views and backgrounds 
Information and Digital Literacy: students will acquire and practice the skills of authority, value of infor-
mation, research as inquiry, and digital literacy. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Please use Chicago-style citation (that means footnotes!) in every writing assignment in this course: 
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite7.html is helpful with regard to electronic sources; also see 
http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html. Exams and written assignments without 
Chicago-style citation will also see a grade penalty of at least two full letter grades.  
 
--two take-home written exams (that is, a midterm and a final) of 7-10 pages each. Exam questions will be 
handed out in class. Students who do not complete the midterm will not be able to earn a final grade for 
the course.  50% of final grade: 20% for the midterm, 30% for the final. 
 
--"markup,” also known as reading annotation. Markup requires you do to four things to every page of your 
reading. (1) In the left margin, write tags that will allow you to find the main point and subpoints of the 
chapter easily for discussion. (2) In the right margin, you have to get cranky and ask questions, argue back, 
or add perspectives from other work. (3) At the bottom of the last page of the chapter, you copy 2-3 of the 
most meaningful quotes from the chapter and briefly explain why/how they’re central (4) At the top of the 
first page of the article or chapter, you write a summary of the main point of the chapter, in no more than 
2 sentences.  

I’ll grade your markup every Tuesday at the beginning of class, between 3 pm and 3:10 pm. 
Sometimes I will flip through your entire assignment; sometimes I will select a particular page and only 
check that. We will discuss your summaries at the beginning of each class. 15% of final grade. 
 
--discussion: we will hold discussion on Canvas. Students will respond to the professor’s discussion 
prompts and to at least two student comments, relying on assigned texts to support their comments. (“I 
agree” or similar comments will not constitute acceptable participation.) Each week’s discussion forum 
will open on Tuesday after class and close on Friday at 5pm.  15% of final grade total. 
 
--writing assignments: Each student must complete five 2-3 page weekly writing assignments throughout 
the semester. Two of these assignments must be submitted BEFORE the midterm exam. All writing as-
signments are due the Tuesday of the following week.  
 
Course Policies: 
Discussion: You are encouraged to disagree with each other, and with me, respectfully, courteously, and 
fairly.  Any other kind of participation will result in a lowered grade or expulsion from the course.  
 
“Stuff Happens”: We all lead busy, complicated lives. Each student gets two opportunities per semester to 
inform me that they will need to submit assignments late: you will automatically get a 72-hour (3-day) ex-
tension. No need to explain your reasoning, but you must email me to let me know you are invoking the 
policy. Outside of these two opportunities, work submitted late will be subject to the usual penalties. 
 
Incompletes and Withdrawals: I can only give incompletes in accordance with NMSU policy.  It is your re-
sponsibility to withdraw yourself from the course.  (Arts and Science students do not need to obtain in-
structor or department heads’ signatures when they drop classes.  No withdrawals from individual courses 
are allowed after the mid-point of the semester.) 
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Etiquette:  Please silence cell phones, and do not text in class. If students are repeatedly on their phones in 
class, grade penalties will go into effect.  Students needing to leave early or come in late will sit as close to 
the door as possible, to avoid distracting your fellow students.  Feel free to communicate with me via 
email, but keep in mind that emailing a professor is not the same as emailing a friend.  Inappropriate 
emails will be turned over to the university disciplinary officers and to the chair of the history department 
for further action.  
 
Schedule of Lecture Topics, Discussions, and Films (samples, details TBD when class is offered) 
(All of this lecture schedule, along with the rest of the syllabus, is subject to change. All changes will be announced in class. It 
is the student’s responsibility to keep up with these changes.) 
 
Week 1  Introduction to the Course: Where Is Europe and What Is Cultural History? 
Aug 22 Before class next week, please take this online quiz: http://online.se-

terra.com/en/vgp/3007  To pass this, you need to score 90% within 6 minutes. If you 
score lower than that, or take longer, you need to retake the quiz until you hit those pa-
rameters. Please email me screenshots of ALL your attempts.  

 
Week 2  What Is Celebrity?  
Aug 27,29 reading: Marcus, Chapter 1 
  Writing assignment: we’ll begin this in class. Working with another classmate, brain-
storm aspects of celebrity culture that are positive (creative, community-building, etc) and aspects that are 
negative (contributing to problematic social norms, etc). Be as specific as you can: for whom, exactly, is 
celebrity beneficial or destructive? On your own, choose one of these aspects. Write a (long) paragraph on 
how Marcus treats this issue in Chapter 1. Then, on TMZ.com or another gossip website, find a celebrity-
gossip article dealing with “your” aspect; print out the first page to bring to class on Sept. 3. 
 
Week 3   The Earliest Celebrities I: Lord Byron “Mad, Bad, and Dangerous to Know” 
Sept 3, 5 reading: scholarly article about Byron’s life; scholarly article about Byron’s death fighting 
for Greek independence, and about the phenomenon of philhellenism in 19th-century Britain; excerpts 
from Hours of Idleness and Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage 

Writing assignment: This assignment has two parts. First, write roughly 2 pages about 
Byron’s contribution to celebrity culture in England and Europe. Second, create an Inter-
net meme about Byron that does NOT use the “mad, bad” phrase.  

 
Week 4  The Earliest Celebrities II: PT Barnum and Jenny Lind 
Sept 10, 12 reading:  

Writing assignment:  
 
NO CLASS SEPT 17-19 
 
Week 5  The Earliest Celebrities III: Sarah Bernhardt 
Sept 24, 26 reading:  

Writing assignment:  
 
Week 6   
Oct 1,3  reading:  

Writing assignment:  
 
Week 7  midterm exam handed out today 
Oct 8, 10 reading: 
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Week 8  midterm exam due in class 
Oct 15, 17 reading:   
 
Week 9    
Oct 22,24 reading:    

writing assignment:  
 
Week 10  
Oct 29,31 reading:.  

Writing assignment:  
 
Week 11  
Nov 5,7  reading:  

Writing assignment:  
 
Week 12  
Nov 12,14 reading:  

writing assignment:  
 
Week 13 The Kardashians: Celebrity Empire 
Nov 19, 21 reading: 

Writing assignment: write up a pitch for a movie or TV show based on the history of 
celebrity. What story would you tell? From whose perspective? Where would you situate 
it? What problem or situation would the main character/s encounter, and what are the 
stakes involved? (get as detailed as you’d like here: music, ideal actors/directors, etc) due 
Dec 5 
 

Thanksgiving Break, Nov 25-29   
 
Week 14  
Dec 3, 5 reading: 
Dec 10 Final Exam 8-10 am 
 
Guidelines for Written Assignments:  
Good history is good writing, and written work is extremely important to the study of history.  Thus, as 
you have already noticed, this course places a very strong emphasis on writing.  I assume that most stu-
dents require time and practice to improve their writing, and I weight grades to reward student improve-
ment over the course of the semester.   
 
All assignments for this course must be:  
 
•turned in on time, in hard copy, either in class or in the History Department as noted on the syllabus.  
Students are responsible for obtaining exam questions and other assignments in a timely manner. Only 
students with documented medical emergencies, or students who are passing the class and absent from 
campus on documented university business have an automatic right to excused absences and to make up 
work. Otherwise, late work is penalized a letter grade for each day it’s late: in other words, if an assign-
ment is due Wednesday at 5 pm, then from Wednesday at 5:01 to Thursday at 5 pm the highest grade 
you can get is a B, the next day a C, the next day a D, and the following day an F.  
 
•typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins, in black ink, on white paper. 12-point Courier or Times New 
Roman fonts.  No graphics or illustrations, please. I prefer a separate title page.  
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•spellchecked, but note that computer spellcheck programs miss a lot of errors (and make some, too). 
Have other people edit your work before submitting your final draft.  Use dictionaries: there are spelling dic-
tionaries out there to help if you spell poorly (check Amazon or Barnes & Noble).  Use our textbook to 
double-check names and places in foreign languages. Misspellings will lower your grade, as will incorrect or messy 
punctuation. 
 
•read out loud (to yourself) before creating your final draft, so that your ear catches the errors your eye 
misses, and your final effort is the best you can possibly create.  
 
HISTORY WRITING CENTER, 237 BRELAND HALL 
The Department of History has allocated resources to help students with writing specific to the discipline. 
There will be a writing tutor, Clara Robert, available to meet with students four days a week. Individual 
meetings cover topics such as argumentation, evidence, organization, transitions, and grammar. For more 
information or to schedule a meeting outside of the hours listed below, please contact Clara Rob-
erts,  clara06@nmsu.edu.  She’s available during the following times and by appointment. 
Monday: 0830 - 1300  
Tuesday: 1100 - 1300  
Wednesday: 0900 - 1530  
Thursday: 1530 -1630 
 
LEGAL STUFF:  
 
Academic and non-academic misconduct:  The Student Code of Conduct defines academic mis-
conduct, non-academic misconduct and the consequences or penalties for each.    The Student Code of 
Conduct is available in the NMSU Student Handbook online: 
http://studenthandbook.nmsu.edu/ 
Academic misconduct is explained here: 
http://studenthandbook.nmsu.edu/student-code-of-conduct/academic-misconduct/ 
 
Disability Accommodation: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) covers issues relating to disability and accommodations. If a 
student has questions or needs an accommodation in the classroom (all medical information is treated 
confidentially), contact: 
Trudy Luken, Director 
Student Accessibility Services (SAS) 
Corbett Center Student Union, Rm. 208 
Phone: (575) 646-6840 
E-mail: sas@nmsu.edu 
Website: http://sas.nmsu.edu/ 
 
Discrimination: NMSU policy prohibits discrimination on the basis of age, ancestry, color, disability, 
gender identity, genetic information, national origin, race, religion, retaliation, serious medical condition, 
sex, sexual orientation, spousal affiliation and protected veterans’ status. Furthermore, Title IX prohibits 
sex discrimination to include sexual misconduct: sexual violence (sexual assault, rape), sexual harassment 
and retaliation. For more information on discrimination issues, Title IX, Campus SaVE Act, NMSU Pol-
icy Chapter 3.25, NMSU’s complaint process, or to file a complaint contact: 
Office of Institutional Equity (OIE); O’Loughlin House, 1130 University Avenue 
Phone: (575) 646-3635 
E-mail: equity@nmsu.edu 
Website: http://eeo.nmsu.edu/ 
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Assistance for Members of the Military and Veterans:  The Office of Military and Veterans’ 
Programs provides services to current and former service members.  The office can be reached at 575-
646-4524 or mvp@nmsu.edu. It is in Garcia Annex Room 144, open M-F 8am-5pm. 
 
Other Important Numbers: 
For Any On-campus Emergencies: 911 
NMSU Police Department: (575) 646-3311 
NMSU Police Victim Services: (575) 646-3424 
NMSU Counseling Center: (575) 646-2731 
NMSU Dean of Students: (575) 646-1722 
 
State of New Mexico General Education Common Core Learning Objectives, Area V: Hu-
manities and Fine Arts) 
--Analyze and critically interpret significant primary texts and/or works of art (this includes fine art, litera-
ture, music, theatre, and film). 
--Compare art forms, modes of thought and expression, and processes across a range of historical periods 
and/or structures (such as political, geographic, economic, social, cultural, religious, intellectual). 
--Recognize and articulate the diversity of human experience across a rang e of historical periods and/or 
cultural perspectives. 
--Draw on historical and/or cultural perspectives to evaluate any or all o f the following: contemporary 
problems/issues, contemporary modes of expression, and contemporary thought. 
 

 




