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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department English 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 220G, The World of the Renaissance: Discovering the Modern, 

3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person  
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person  

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HNRS 2117, The World of the Renaissance: Discovering the Modern 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  
None Published 



 
 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
    (enter course SLOs here) 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students in HON 220G demonstrate critical thinking by identifying issues and problems in the study of early modern 
European culture and conducting independent research in which they gather evidence on the topic, evaluate the 
validity and authority of secondary sources, synthesize ideas, and draw reasonable conclusions.  Students identify 
both factors contributing to the authority of a secondary source and factors potentially detracting from its authority.  
In weekly reading response papers, students identify issues for exploration in class discussion, and in the Class 
Presentation Proposal they propose a research question or problem in one of the subdisciplines covered in the 
course—Renaissance philosophy and religious ideas, art, history, science and technology, or literature and theater 
(Problem Setting).  In the second half of the course, students conduct independent research to address their proposed 
research question and summarize these sources effectively in a Working Bibliography (Evidence Acquisition).  As a 
component of the Working Bibliography, students differentiate strong and weak arguments and evaluate the 
authority and credibility of all sources (Evidence Evaluation, Reasoning/Conclusion).  Students synthesize ideas from 
research sources and generate reasonable conclusions in a final “mini-conference” class presentation 
(Reasoning/Conclusion). 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students in HON 220G study the origins of modernity in the philosophy, literature, history, technological 
developments, and art of the early modern period, engaging in intercultural reasoning and developing intercultural 
competence across historical time periods.  Throughout the course students engage with questions of personal and 
social responsibility both as classical and early modern thinkers grappled with them (for example, by exploring a range 
of early modern responses to European colonialism in the Americas) and as contemporary inheritors of social, 
cultural, and political systems that emerged or developed during the period of study.  In weekly reading response 
papers and a final class presentation based on independent research, students compare a range of early modern 
responses to issues such as gender discrimination, religious persecution, proto-nationalism, or the slave trade, with 



close attention to their specific historical contexts (Intercultural Reasoning and Intercultural Competence).  Focusing 
attention on the origins of specific aspects of modern cultural attitudes provides a framework for students to 
reexamine their own preconceptions, and in several response papers they situate their views and assumptions in this 
intercultural context. In the culminating “World of the Renaissance Mini-Conference,” students collaborate as 
panelists presenting related bodies of research and engaging audience questions.  As a component of the mini-
conference, they reflect in writing on this teamwork experience and propose ways to collaborate more effectively 
(Collaboration Skills, Teamwork and Value Systems). 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
Students in HON 220G perform secondary research using print and digital resources, evaluate the authority and value 
of secondary sources, synthesize ideas to draw reasonable conclusions, and organize information for effectively for 
communication to an audience in an original “mini-conference” presentation.  Because the internet hosts a large 
amount of popular information and misinformation about the Renaissance, evaluation of research materials is 
discussed throughout the course, and students develop experience and mastery in evaluating the reliability of sources 
and validity of information they contain.  For their research presentation proposal, students formulate a research 
question that contributes to a sub-discipline of our study--Renaissance philosophy and religious ideas, art, history, 
science and technology, or literature and theater--and perform effective secondary research using print sources, 
library databases, and scholarly websites and archives (Research as Inquiry).  They summarize their preliminary 
research in a Working Bibliography, similar to a literature review, that surveys a range of scholarship on their topic, 
organizes information logically, and evaluates the authority and validity of sources (Information Structures, Authority 
and Value of Information).  Based on instructor feedback and student reflection, they reframe the research question 
for the final “mini-conference” class presentation, in which students synthesize information and ideas from sources 
on their research topic and share their conclusions with the class in an oral presentation accompanied by a student-
created visual aid that demonstrates digital literacy (Research as Inquiry, Digital Literacy).  Throughout the course, 
location, evaluation and ethical use of print and digital research materials are modeled and discussed, with particular 
attention to avoiding plagiarism.  All assignments are assessed via rubrics that incorporate attention to evaluation of 
sources’ authority, appropriate and ethical documentation, and, as appropriate, engagement in a process of research 
inquiry through which students pose a question that adds to disciplinary knowledge, conduct effective research, 
synthesize ideas, and generate reasonable conclusions. 
 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 



HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 
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Honors 220G 
Class Presentation Assignment & Grading Rubrics: 

“World of the Renaissance Mini-Conference,” May 10, 2018 
 
 
During the last 2-hour class we will hold a “World of the Renaissance Mini-Conference” for our 
class, with each student presenting the findings of his or her independent research on a topic 
related to the course material.  This is your opportunity to delve deeply into a topic that 
interests you particularly.  Class presentations should be 10-12 minutes long and designed to 
communicate effectively to the class.  Presentations must be accompanied by a visual aid that 
shows attention to elements of design.  Presenters submit a copy of detailed presentation 
notes and their Works Cited to the instructor at the conference.  Research topics are developed 
in consultation with the instructor.  The Class Presentation Assignment in total counts for 30% 
of the final grade.  This project is completed in three stages: 
 
Stage 1: Class Presentation Proposal (1-2pp, due Thursday, 4/5, in conference) 
After reading the Class Presentation Assignment at full, discuss your proposed research topic in 
1-2 pages.  Provide as much detail as possible at this stage, including answers to all of the 
following questions:  

1) What area of inquiry would you like to explore?   
2) What primary texts (including works of art and architecture) we have studied will be 

illuminated by this research?   
3) What might be the significance of your topic for understanding some aspect of 

Renaissance thought or experience? 
4) How do you plan to find reliable and authoritative sources on this topic (see “Note on 

Eligible Research Sources” in the Syllabus)?    
5) What challenges, if any, might you anticipate in pursuing this topic? 

As part of this discussion, summarize in a few sentences one scholarly secondary source you 
have already read and found useful.  Provide a complete citation for this source in APA or MLA 
format and make sure to put any phrases found there in quotation marks.  The Class 
Presentation Proposal is due in one-on-one conference with the instructor (see sign-up sheet) 
and counts for 5% of your final course grade. 
 
Stage 2: Working Bibliography (3 pages, due Thursday, 4/19, via Canvas) 
The Working Bibliography should summarize the argument of six research sources you have 
read in approximately ½-page each, making note of any points of particular utility for your 
presentation and identifying weak and strong arguments.  Each entry should be headed by a 
complete citation of the source in APA and MLA format.  Any phrases repeated from the source 
should appear in quotation marks with the page number in a parenthetical citation—e.g., 
(Kantorowicz 220).  The summary must include 1-2 sentences addressing what factors establish 
the reliability and authority of the source, and what, if any, factors might call its authority into 
question (including whether the source is peer-reviewed, whether it was written for a popular 
or scholarly audience, whether it is found in the EBSCO database, and whether it cites sources 
for major claims).  Your writing can be relatively informal for this assignment, but please use 
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complete sentences.  Use the Working Bibliography as a tool to help you write a stronger paper.  
The Working Bibliography counts for 10% of your final course grade. 
 
Stage 3: Class Presentation for “World of the Renaissance Mini-Conference” (10-12 mins.) 
Students will present the findings of their independent research in our class “World of the 
Renaissance Mini-Conference” on May 10 from 10:30-12:30 (Exam Period).  The presentation 
should be organized to communicate your research topic, process of inquiry, and conclusions 
effectively to the class; please also practice and time it in advance.  Rather than merely 
summarizing what you have found, synthesize ideas and draw reasonable conclusions to 
propose an answer to your motivating research question.  Your conclusions should be based on 
consultation of at least 6 scholarly research sources, listed appropriately in a Works Cited; these 
will typically be those summarized earlier in the Working Bibliography assignment.  Your 
presentation should be given from detailed notes or an outline and accompanied by a visual aid 
such as a Prezi, Powerpoint, website, or handout that shows attention to elements of design.  
Visual aids making use of the projector (via flashdrive or web link) should be tested prior to 
class to foresee any tech problems.   
 
Based on topics, presenters will be organized into panels of 3-4 students.  Panelists coordinate 
their presentations in advance to emphasize connections across their topics and decide the 
panel order.  Individual class presentations should take 10-12 minutes, with up to 10 additional 
minutes set aside for Q & A following each panel.  The class presentation for the mini-
conference will count for 15% of your final grade.  
 
Along with their presentation, students will turn in to the instructor: 

• Detailed notes or outline 
• Visual aid showing attention to elements of design (hard copy or electronic) 
• Works Cited listing at least 6 sources in APA or MLA format 
• Paragraph reflecting on the experience of forming a panel with classmates, with at least 

one suggestion for how collaboration might be improved (can be emailed later in the 
day) 
  

Note on Eligible Research Sources: Scholarly secondary sources are written by experts in the 
field, typically university scholars, and anonymously peer-reviewed by other experts, meaning 
that they are subjected to rigorous quality and accuracy controls. They are ordinarily articles, 
books, or book chapters, and should be as recent as possible, ideally no more than 20 years 
old.  Please consult me before including a secondary source written prior to 1980.  The WWW 
at large is not a well-regarded source of scholarly commentary; a thin slice of what is published 
there is subjected to peer-review or fact checking. The internet hosts a deluge of inaccurate 
information about the Renaissance. You will need to consult library resources—books and 
articles—in your research. However, you will find article databases accessible from the NMSU 
library website to be useful: see http://lib.nmsu.edu/article.shtml (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site..  From the NMSU library articles page you will want to access the 
MLA database for scholarship on literature and a database such as Academic Search Complete 
for topics in history, art, and science.  Also accessible from the NMSU library articles page, 
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the Oxford English Dictionary will help you figure out what both strange and deceptively 
familiar English words actually meant in the early modern period, and JSTOR contains a limited 
number of full-text articles, although for the most recent scholarship you will need to go to the 
library. The most common form of plagiarism is also via the internet; for these reasons, do not 
use the internet to write or research for this course other than scholarly webpages we discuss in 
class or directly accessible from the NMSU Library homepage.  Plagiarized work will constitute 
grounds for failure of the course. (See “Plagiarism” in the Syllabus.) 
 
 

Grading Rubric for Class Presentation Proposal 
[Note for reviewers: overall comments are also given on each assignment.] 

 
Criteria Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Formulates a research problem question effectively and clearly, providing 
sufficient detail and context to position the proposer as developing authority on 
the topic; demonstrates critical thinking; addresses what primary texts or 
course topics will be illuminated by the research and its significance for 
understanding an aspect of the Renaissance (questions 1-3 in assignment) 
 

 
  30 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Summarizes one research source already consulted in a few sentences; 
demonstrates effective use of library resources; discusses how eligible research 
sources will be located and evaluated for reliability and authority (question 4 in 
assignment) 

 
  30 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Executes assignment thoroughly, filling 1-2 pages with substantive discussion of 
the topic; avoids mere repetition--each sentence contributes something 
meaningful and distinct 
 

 
  20 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Cites all sources appropriately in MLA or APA format, including full citation for 
summarized source; provides citations with page numbers for any quotations 

 
  10 

 
__/ 
10 

Conforms to the expectations of academic writing: writing is clear, grammatical, 
and punctuated correctly 
 

 
  10 

 
__/ 
10 

Total Points Earned   __/ 
100 

 
 

Grading Rubric for Working Bibliography 
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Identifies a range of scholarly approaches to the topic; summarizes arguments of 6 
relevant and scholarly research sources in appropriate detail (10 points each); 
identifies weak and strong arguments and particular points for use in the 
presentation 
 

 
  60 

 
  __/ 
  20 
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Demonstrates effective research and critical thinking skills in locating eligible 
scholarly sources and evaluating the validity of sources; addresses the reliability 
and authority of each source, and what, if any, factors might call its authority into 
question  

 
  20 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Executes assignment thoroughly, filling 3 pages with substantive summaries of 
approx.. ½ page each; avoids mere repetition--each sentence contributes 
something meaningful and distinct 
 

 
  10 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Attributes and cites all sources appropriately in MLA or APA format, including full 
citation for summarized source; provides citations with page numbers for any 
quotations 

 
  5 

 
__/ 
10 

Writing is clear, grammatical, and punctuated correctly. 
 

 
  5 

 
__/ 
10 

Total Points Earned  __/ 
100 

 
 
 

Grading Rubric for Class Presentation at Mini-Conference 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Demonstrates effective secondary research going beyond prior class discussion 
and successful evaluation of the source reliability; draws on a min. 6 reliable 
scholarly sources, as documented in the Works Cited;  

 
  30 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Demonstrates critical thinking: synthesizes ideas and draws reasonable conclusions 
rather than merely summarizing sources; organizes information logically, and 
makes presentation structure clear to audience 

 
  30 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Includes visual aid that facilitates communication of information to audience; 
visual aid demonstrates attention to elements of design. 

 
  20 

 
  __/ 
  20 

Demonstrates effective teamwork in panel organization; engages audience and 
addresses questions effectively 

 
  10 

 
__/ 
10 

Follows instructions, including target time of 10-12 minutes and submission of 
notes, Works Cited, and self-reflection on panel process with suggestion for 
improvement; attributes sources clearly and correctly according to MLA or APA 
protocols 

 
  10 

 
__/ 
10 

Total Points Earned 
 

Overall Comments:  
 
 
 
 
 

 __/ 
100 

 
 




