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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution NMSU 
Department Honors College and History 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 222 Foundations of Western Culture 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

No NMSU main campus only  

Name and Title of Contact Person Andrea Orzoff or Miriam Chaiken  
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person aorzoff@nmsu.edu or mchaiken@nmsu.edu tel 575-646-2005 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
List New Mexico Common Course Prefix, Number and Name 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  



Student Learning Outcomes:  1. Students will be able to EXPLAIN in their work how humans in the past 
shaped their own unique historical moments and were shaped by those moments, and how those cultures 
changed over the course of the centuries. 2. Students will DISTINGUISH between primary and secondary 
sources, IDENTIFY and EVALUATE evidence and EMPATHIZE with people in their historical context.  3. 
Students will SUMMARIZE and APPRAISE different historical interpretations and evidence in order to 
CONSTRUCT past events.  4. Students will IDENTIFY historical arguments in a variety of sources and 
EXPLAIN how they were constructed, EVALUATING credibility, perspective, and relevance.  5. Students 
will CREATE well-supported historical arguments and narratives that demonstrate an awareness of 
audience. Students will APPLY historical knowledge and historical thinking “in order to infer what drives 
and motivates human behavior in both past and present.” 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
N/A 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
 
The course on the history of western civilization provides many Problem Settings that helps students develop and 
demonstrate critical thinking skills. For example, students examine compelling questions such as “what is the nature 
of good and evil? Is human history determined by material concerns, or by Great Men and Great Ideas? What is the 
nature of freedom, and how should democracies balance the needs of the individual with the “tyranny of the 
majority”? Are human beings born into an orderly, divinely ordained universe, or do we determine our own meaning 
as we live our lives? And what do all these questions have to do with the history of something we call “the West”? 
These questions provide a contest for students to demonstrate Evidence Evaluation through interpreting, critiquing, 
and analyzing primary source reading assignments (in Honors classes we eschew standard textbooks as much as 
possible), and students will be challenged to form and defend their positions in writing and oral discourse 
(Reasoning/Conclusions). Students’ performance will be evaluated by their participation in class discussions, 
submission of short weekly analytical papers that are linked with reading assignments, and longer essays that 
synthesize class content draw on digital and library research (Evidence Acquisition) and are completed out of class.  

 
 

Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
 
Many of the topics in this class are inherently controversial – such as the status of women throughout history, the 
formation and challenges to class structure and societal inequality, the rights of the individual vs. the collective good, 
and the role of religion in society (Ethical Reasoning, Intercultural Reasoning). Students will learn to understand the 
complexities of these topics, while also learning to maintain civil, informed, and logical discussions and debates (Civic 
Discourse). As the course deals with a host of cultures, both temporally and geographically, this course fosters greater 



cross-cultural understanding (Intercultural Competence).  
 
Additionally ethical reasoning skills, collaboration, and teamwork will result as students dissect arguments and engage 
in vigorous in-class debate on controversial topics. Students will learn to engage in debate while remaining 
professional and respectful of diverse opinions. Students will engage in ethical reasoning as they examine behaviors, 
beliefs, and actions in an historical context, and understand how historical antecedents influence contemporary 
culture (Ethical Reasoning, Civic Discourse, Intercultural Reasoning). In both daily classroom discussion and in all of 
the written assignments students will demonstrate ethical reasoning.   

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
 
Students will gain historical context and will be utilizing a wide variety of media to augment in-class activities. These include 
substantial library research with written and electronic resources (Authority & Value, Digital Literacy), and use of historical 
film and artistic expressions. Students will engage in an iterative process of inquiry that defines a problem or poses a thesis 
statement, and then conduct research to support or challenge their thesis (Research as Inquiry). Through research using 
digital and traditional print sources (books, journals), archival materials, video and still photography, and drawing on 
readings and discussions from class, students will build arguments that support their thesis (Information Structure, 
Authority & Value). Students will synthesize diverse information sources to generate written assignments that enhance 
their digital and information literacy and their written communication. Students will become critical consumers of digital 
information and will learn how to distinguish between legitimate and questionable digital information sources (Authority & 
Value, Research as Inquiry). Students will gain understanding of the importance of peer review, and revision and rewriting 
(Research as Inquiry). Students will understand the importance of accurate attribution of sources for written work, 
especially when synthesizing work from a variety of sources. Students will learn ethical academic comportment in writing 
and research, and will improve their writing skills (Information Structure).  
 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☐ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   



If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

  



HON 222 FOUNDATIONS OF WESTERN CULTURE  

 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENT: As with most Honors courses, students will have more reading to complete, and 
reading assignments will include primary sources and not just textbooks. Students will have multiple written 
assignments to complete in the course of the semester. This sample take-home final exam specifically requires 
students to formulate a thesis, marshal evidence that supports the thesis, make informed ethical judgements, and 
derive conclusions based on evidence (CRITICAL THINKING). The following line from the assignment 
clarifies this requirement:  

Finally, the greatest emphasis in evaluating writing will be placed on the quality of the writing, the 
arguments made, and synthesis of course materials (reading assignments, lecture, discussion), as 
outlined in the syllabus excerpt and writing assignment above.  

 

Take-Home Final Examination 

As on your midterm, you may certainly discuss the questions with other members of the course, but all written 
work must be your own. I will expect you to follow standard academic practice with regard to citing ideas and 
phrases which are not yours: see my citation and plagiarism handouts if you should need to be reminded about 
this topic. Also, please be sure to define all terms you use in your papers: morality, knowledge, progress, 
freedom all mean different things in different eras and to different readers.  Your paper must contain a 2-3 
sentence thesis statement or overarching argument. You can use written materials and class notes as sources for 
your paper, but please exercise your research skills and support your argument with peer reviewed sources. You 
must carefully identify the source of information included in the paper (INFORMATION & DIGITAL 
LITERACY). Do not simply summarize the ideas of each of “your” thinkers: your paper must bring their ideas 
together.  

Your papers should be 7-10 pages, double-spaced, with 1” margins, in either Times New Roman or Courier 12-
point font. No Works Cited page is necessary. Footnotes will be expected so that I can follow your use of the 
text.  

Please write on ONE of the following questions (all require CRITICAL THINKING and PERSONAL & 
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY).   

1. Can we know anything for certain? Some of our thinkers are pretty sure we can’t. Why not? What are 
the various problems and situations which impede our access to certain, factual knowledge? (Choose 
two or more thinkers to discuss.) 

2. Many of our thinkers depend on human reason as a basis for social life as well as individual decision-
making.  Others reject it, in part or entirely. What are reason’s limitations and advantages, through the 
eyes of two or more of our thinkers? What would they posit as a more appropriate or humane basis for 
human social organization and the construction of knowledge? 

3. In the final assessment, what is the most powerful impetus driving human achievement (according to 
at least three of our thinkers)? Sex? Power? The reasoning mind and dedication to a higher good? The 
Will of History? Chaos? Something else entirely? 

4. The Enlightenment is at the heart of this class. So many of our thinkers depend on it, invert it, deepen 
its insights or extend them to populations the Enlightenment rejected, deny its value, or highlight its 



hypocrisy. Discuss the role of the Enlightenment in the work of at least two of the thinker/philosophers 
we have read.  

 

Assessing Students’ Performance  

The writing assignment will be assessed using the criterion for quality writing outlined by the professor above. 
We may not use a matrix style rubric common in education courses, but the students’ performances will be 
evaluated according to whether they follow the technical writing requirements (margins, formats, citations, 
thesis statement), and on the ethical standards of practice (avoiding plagiarism) (INFORMATION & DIGITAL 
LIT). Finally, the greatest emphasis in evaluating writing will be placed on the quality of the writing, the 
arguments made, and synthesis of course materials (reading assignments, lecture, discussion), as outlined in the 
syllabus excerpt and writing assignment above (CRITICAL THINKING, PERSONAL & SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY).  

  




