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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department History / Honors College 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 230G, Bamboo and Silk: The Fabric of Chinese Literature, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person  
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person  

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HNRS 2141 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcome 
1. Students will acquire extensive knowledge of one of the world's oldest and richest literary traditions. 



2. Not incidentally, students will also gain knowledge of China's history and philosophical traditions. 
3. As this class is based on reading, writing, and discussion, students will hone their 

interpretive and expressive skills. 
 

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
    (fill in course SLOs here) 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students in HON 230G demonstrate critical thinking through their acquired knowledge of Chinese literary and 
philosophical theory (problem setting). Throughout the semester, they will read not just literary works of art but also 
theoretical works such as those written by Confucius to gain better understanding of the history, culture, and 
thoughts of the time (evidence acquisition). Students will also keep an electronic reading journal in which they will 
record their reactions to the weekly readings and answer the instructor’s prompts. This exercise will allow them to 
evaluate evidence by differentiating relevant from irrelevant information and to identify critical information in the 
text. Through their final project, an essay expanding on the work of a specific author or comparing and contrasting the 
work of two authors, students will learn to identify and gather information, evaluate evidence and data, assess the 
authority and credibility of data, assess agreement among authorities in the field, and develop a bibliography. The 
final presentation will allow students to explore the life of a Chinese author in more detail, as they will be required to 
present a biography, selections of their work, and a brief interpretation of his or her work. This project will allow 
students to collect data from library sources, evaluate their credibility, and interpret a literary work by providing 
supplemental information regarding social and historical context, symbolism, or artistic motifs (evidence evaluation, 
reasoning/conclusion). 

 
 
 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students in HON 230G study Chinese history and thought through the lens of literature, engaging in intercultural 
reasoning and intercultural competence across historical periods. Through their weekly readings and weekly journal 
assignments students are introduced to different theoretical frameworks such as Confucianism, Daoism, literary 



theory, and the art of translation (intercultural reasoning and competence). This new knowledge allows them to 
compare a range of ethical perspectives and describe ethical issues in a specific historical context. The readings 
assignments and in-class discussion will require students to evaluate the literary works within their social and 
historical context allowing students to understand another culture’s perspectives and take notice of ethnocentric 
notions of art and literature (ethical reasoning). Through their final project, an essay expanding on the work of a 
specific author or comparing and contrasting the work of two authors, students will have the opportunity to 
demonstrate their ability to participate in dialog about differing perspectives and recognize diverse interpretations of 
life and literature. They will also have the opportunity to examine the relationship between environmental, socio-
cultural, political, economic systems, and how these influence literary works. The final presentation will allow 
students to explore the life of a Chinese author in more detail, as they will be required to present a biography, 
selections of their work, and a brief interpretation of his or her work. This project allows students to engage with 
questions of personal and social responsibility as historical personages grappled with them and as contemporary 
inheritors of social, cultural, and political systems that emerged or developed during the period of study (global 
engagement),  

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
Students in HON 230G perform secondary research using print resources, evaluate the authority and value of 
secondary sources, synthesize ideas to draw reasonable conclusions, and organize information effectively for 
communication to an audience in an in-class presentation at the end of the semester (authority & value of info). 
Through their weekly electronic reading journal assignments, students demonstrate fluency using common digital 
education communication platforms to discuss relevant topics and access supplemental readings and material. 
Through their final research project, students are able to evaluate type of authorities, integrate new perspectives, 
recognize the importance of citing others’ work, and applying appropriate citation formatting (digital literacy, 
information structure). Students are also able to define an appropriate scope for their research, formulate research 
questions, and recognize that research is a creative process that leads to new knowledge and required curiosity, 
critical thinking, and persistence. The final presentation will allow students to explore the life of a Chinese author in 
more detail, as they will be required to present a biography, selections of their work, and a brief interpretation of his 
or her work.  By providing supplemental information for historical and social context students, acquire the skills to use 
the appropriate formats, collections, systems, and applications for their research needs (research as inquiry, 
information structure). All assignments are assessed via rubrics that incorporate attention to evaluation of sources 
authority, ethical use of print materials, and engagement in the research process through which students pose a 
question that adds to disciplinary knowledge, conduct effective research, synthesize ideas, and generate reasonable 
conclusions (all components). 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 



Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Bamboo and Silk: The Fabric of Chinese Literature 

HON 230 G ---- Dr. Elvira Masson 

 

Final Paper 
 The paper will be a report on a work of fiction written by a Chinese author within the last fifty 
years. This includes Chinese authors from the diaspora and can be in any form of fiction, including 
short stories, novels, science fiction, manga, etc. Your professor as per the date noted on the 
syllabus must approve the work of literature chosen. 

 Please note that the NMSU libraries have many works of Chinese literature translated into 
English. You do not need to purchase a book. In addition, COAS Bookstore downtown has many 
works of Chinese literature in English for very low prices. 

 In addition to the basic information (author, date, translator [if there is one], and brief synopsis 
of the story), please “review” the work as you would for a newspaper. Do you recommend the book? 
If so, why? If not, why not? Use quotations from the work to further illustrate the points you are 
making. What did you learn from the work? What questions do you still have? 

 This 5-6 page paper should be written in conformance with any standard style manual, and 
have a bibliography with a minimum of five (5) non-internet/WWW resources. Papers will be titled and 
types (12-point print), double-spaced, with page numbers and 1” margins all around. 

Papers and presentations are due on the day of the final exam. 

 

Grading Rubric 

Points: 100 

Criteria Points Possible 
Completeness: Required items carefully included, all directions followed. 10 
Organization: Student writes in logical, interesting sequence that reader can follow. There is 
a clear beginning, middle, and end. 

10 

Content Knowledge: Student demonstrates depth of knowledge and provides illuminating 
explanations and elaborations. 

20 

Analysis: A powerful and illuminating interpretation and analysis of the 
importance/meaning/significance of the research material. 

30 

Connections: Student makes excellent, appropriate connections with other course readings. 20 
Mechanics: Student has few or no grammar, spelling, and word usage mistakes that distract 
the reader 

10 

                                                                                                                                                         TOTAL 100 
 

 




