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General Education Course Certification 
Application Form 

Course Information 
Department 
NMSU course prefix, number, and title 

Co-requisite course information, if applicable 
NMCNS prefix, number, and title* 

English & Honors 
HON 231G. Shakespeare on Film, 3 er. 
ENGL 2xx Shakespeare on Film, 3CR 

* See this state webpage for information on the New Mexico (Common) Course Numbering System (NM CNS) 

Campus Representative {CR) Team 
Campus (check all that apply) 

181 NM SU-LC (Las Cruces) 
□ NMSU-A (Alamogordo)
□ NMSU-C (Carlsbad)
□ NMSU-DA (Dona Ana)
□ NMSU-G (Grants)

Representative Name and Email 
Tracey Miller-Tomlinson, tomlin@nmsu.edu 

Approvals: A signature indicates approval of the Application Form and the Sample Assignment.

Academic Department Head: 
.• �J 9/t9/t2 
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Academic Dean: 

_Enrico Pontelll ____________________________ _ 
Printed Name Signature Date 

Additional Approvals, if needed: (Honors college dean, cross-listed department head or dean, etc.)

_Miriam Chaiken ___ ��r� - '' }; "--'-"-;a,�V'->_· __ 9-+---'/;---'-�......_1/ll___,_1/L_ 
Printed Name ��

., 

' Date 

Printed Name Signature Date 
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1.  Students will enhance written communication through preparation of papers that synthesize     
primary and secondary source material.

2. Students will critically evaluate works of fiction to identify common themes, archetypes, and 
expressions of culturally-contextualized morals. 

3. Students will improve oral communication and discussion skills as they collectively dissect course 
material.



General Education Course Certification 

Application Form 

Communication 

i. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility

ii. Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating Messages

iii. Evaluation and Production of Arguments

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 3 components of the Communication skill. 

Students in HON 231G. Shakespeare on Film communicate in various genres and mediums, both written and 

spoken, with rhetorical purpose and attention to audience and occasion. Throughout the course students 

respond to instructor prompts about the week's assigned reading and films in 1-2 page response papers. These 

are posted to the online learning platform for feedback from the instructor and other students. Students acquire 

and demonstrate awareness of genre, audience, and appropriate rhetorical strategies in their response papers 

and in offering substantive peer feedback to at least one other student (Genre and Medium Awareness). Students 

propose a topic for independent research, locate relevant and reliable secondary sources, and compose a 

Working Bibliography that summarizes the key arguments made in three secondary sources, evaluates their 

authority and usefulness, and identifies their rhetorical purpose, context, and approach to counter-arguments 

(Strategies for Understanding and Evaluating Messages, Evaluation and Production of Arguments). In the final 

week of the course, students present an original argument on a relevant topic in class presentation; these are 
grouped into panels as a Mini-Conference. In their presentations, students successfully incorporate and build 

upon the credible information and ideas they have located in their research to communicate their own argument 
effectively to an audience of the class and any visitors. Students cite secondary sources appropriately in an 

accompanying Works Cited in MLA or APA format and visual aid such as a print handout, Powerpoint, Prezi, or 

web page that shows attention to elements of design and effectively aids communication of the argument to the 

audience (Evaluation and Production of Ar:quments). 

Critical Thinking 

i. Problem Setting

ii. Evidence Acquisition

iii. Evidence Evaluation

iv. Reasoning/Conclusion

Explain how the proposed course addresses all 4 components of the Critical Thinking skill. 

Students in HON 231G. Shakespeare on Film demonstrate critical thinking by identifying issues and problems in 

the study of Shakespeare on film and conducting independent research in which they gather evidence on the 

topic, evaluate the validity and authority of secondary sources, synthesize ideas, and draw reasonable 
conclusions. Students identify both factors contributing to the authority of a secondary source and factors 

potentially detracting from its authority. In weekly reading response papers, students identify issues for 

exploration in class discussion, and in the Class Presentation Proposal they propose a research question or 

problem pertaining to the topic (Problem Setting). In the second half of the course, students conduct 

independent research to address their proposed research question and summarize these sources effectively in a 

Working Bibliography (Evidence Acquisition). As a component of the Working Bibliography, 

students differentiate strong and weak arguments and evaluate the authority and credibility of all sources 

(Evidence Evaluation, Reasoning/Conclusion). Students synthesize ideas from research sources and generate 
reasonable conclusions in a final "mini-conference" class presentation (Reasoning/Conclusion). 
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Personal & Social Responsibility 

i. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence

ii. Sustainability and the natural and human worlds

iii. Ethical reasoning

iv. Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems

v. and Civic discourse, civic knowledge and engagement - local and global

Explain how the proposed course addresses 2 out of 5 components of the Personal & Social Responsibility skill. 

Students in HON 231G study how Shakespeare's plays have been reinterpreted in film adaptations made in 
the US and elsewhere, from Hollywood to Bollywood. In class discussion and weekly response papers 
students identify relevant personal and social justice issues such as religious persecution and socio-economic 
inequity that are raised in these films and contextualize the perspectives they foreground or question. They 
consider their own perspectives on these issues alongside how they are approached, locally and historically 
contextualized, and resolved in various ways in the films we analyze. In their independent research they 
identify a film adaptation, typically made outside the US, that addresses personal and social justice issues and 
employ secondary research to locate its perspectives effectively and appropriately in historical and 
intercultural contexts (lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence). In the culminating mini
conference, students collaborate as panelists presenting related bodies of research and engaging audience 
questions. As a component of the mini-conference, they reflect in writing on this teamwork experience and 
propose ways to collaborate more effectively (Collaboration Skills, Teamwork and Value Systems). 

Information & Digital Literacy 

i. Authority and Value of Information

ii. Digital Literacy

iii. Information Structure

iv. Research as Inquiry

Explain how the proposed course addresses 3 out of 4 components of the Information & Digital Literacy skill. 
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HON 231 G. Shakespeare on Film 

Dr. Tracey Miller-Tomlinson 

tomlin@nmsu.edu, voicemail 646-2213 Office 

Hours: MW 11 :45-1 :45 (CBW 211) 

Course Description & Goals 

Spring 2020 

M/W 10:30-11 :45 

CHC 205 

How do Shakespeare's plays continue to speak to us through the medium of film? Written in a time of rapid 
social change, Shakespeare's plays invited audiences to think critically about the relationship between the self 
and others and to question conventions. Performances of Shakespeare have long been used to call out social 
injustice, from western anti-Semitism prior to World War II (The Merchant of Venice), to civil rights-era white 
supremacy in the US and apartheid in South African (Othello), and authoritarianism in the Arab Spring (Richard 

III). This course focuses on post-1980 Hollywood film versions of Shakespeare's plays and a few prior landmark 
adaptations around the world, examining how they use Shakespeare as a medium for debate and even a catalyst 
for social change. Films we will consider range from Akiro Kurosawa's Throne of Blood (1957) to Janet 
Suzman's Othello (1989), Baz Lurhmann's Romeo+ Juliet (1996), Michael Almereyda's Hamlet (2000), and 
Michael Radford's The Merchant of Venice (2004). Sustained attention will be given both to the historical and 
cultural contexts in which these plays were written 400 years ago and to how the films adapting them speak to 
their own times and ours. The course will culminate in a Shakespeare on Film class mini-conference. In this 
course, students will: 

1. Demonstrate critical thinking by identifying issues and problems in the film adaptation of Shakespeare;

2. Engage in intercultural reasoning and develop intercultural competence and historical consciousness in
analyzing film adaptations from the US, Europe, and Asia;

3. Engage with questions of personal and social responsibility as explored in Shakespeare's plays and modem

film adaptations;
4. Conduct effective research on a relevant topic, evaluating the validity and authority of secondary sources,

synthesizing ideas, and drawing reasonable conclusions;

5. Present independent research in collaboration with other student researchers and reflect on this teamwork
expenence

Required Reading and Viewing: 

1. David Bevington, ed. Shakespeare: Script, Stage, and Screen (Pearson, 2005): several are available to check
out from the instructor.

2. All film texts on the syllabus: these must be viewed with the class or privately; those missing the class
screening should check in with the instructor.


















