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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department Psychology 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 232G, The Human Mind, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Melissa J. Guynn, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person mguynn@nmsu.edu, (575) 646-1047 
 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  
B. Content Area and Essential Skills 

To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 
This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HNRS 2170, The Human Mind 
 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 
Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  



None Published 
 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
By the end of the course students should be able (or have improved their ability) to: 

• Summarize a quantity of generally unfamiliar information in a clear and concise manner 
• Respectfully discuss viewpoints that may challenge you or that may differ from your own 
• Present material and ideas orally in front of a familiar audience 
• Describe the idea of evolution by natural selection and how it may have been instrumental to the 

development of the modern human mind 
• Describe the idea that thinking and feeling (and other behaviors) may be thought of in terms of computation 

or information processing 
• Locate external materials and resources pertinent to questions or topics of interest 

 
 

D. Narrative  
Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 
Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Everything in this course involves an element of communication, as the class is run as a book discussion group for 
Steven Pinker’s book “How the Mind Works.”  Students write summaries of each chapter, with the goal of making the 
summary understandable to someone who has not read the chapter.  They also review the chapter summaries of two 
other classmates and work together to improve them..  Students are given an outline to guide their chapter 
summaries, but they are also asked to evaluate the outline and to suggest modifications to it.  Students generate 
discussion questions based on the chapters, and they are responsible for providing appropriate context for each 
question to help guide discussion.  They also work together with two other classmates to improve their discussion 
questions and to select the best ones to share with the rest of the class.  Students also locate and post supplemental 
content from the internet that is relevant to each chapter, along with a description relating the content to the 
chapter, and a question to prompt discussion of the content.  In the course of generating discussion questions and 
discussing the chapter and the supplemental material, students are encouraged and repeatedly reminded to be 
careful about making assumptions and assuming that “things they have always heard” (e.g., that women are more 
emotional than men) are actually true.  They are encouraged to make note of these assumptions and then to seek the 
evidence that indicates whether or not they are valid. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Several course assignments and/or activities require critical thinking.  These include generating discussion questions, 
participating in the group discussions, and identifying and selecting supplemental content.  Students are given 
guidelines to follow for each of these things.  For the discussion questions, for example, they are instructed to 
generate questions that cannot be answered with a simple yes or no response, and moreover, to generate questions 
that require answers that reflect knowledge of the content in the book.  Students report that this is challenging, and 
they tend to get better at this over the course of the semester.  Similarly, participating in the group discussions 
requires that students pay attention to and reflect on what their classmates say in order to respond meaningfully.  
Students are instructed that their comments should reflect the fact that they have read and thought about the 
material in the book; they are discouraged from offering opinions that could have been given without having read the 
book.  Students report that this is also challenging, and they also tend to get better at this over time.  Finally, 
identifying appropriate supplemental content from the internet also requires critical thinking.  The content must 



relate in a meaningful way to the content in the chapter, but it must not be the same as the content in the chapter; it 
must expand on it in some way.  Also, the content must come from a reputable source.  Thus, the students must 
engage in critical thinking in making these decisions.  There is also a paper due at the end of the semester that is 
specifically designed to address all four components of critical thinking. 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 
 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Elements of personal and social responsibility are featured in the course in several ways.  One way is related to the 
fact that the students come from a variety of backgrounds, including different religious, political, cultural, and other 
ideologies.  The course depends on group discussion, which often addresses controversial issues.  These include 
stereotypes, prejudice, infidelity, homosexuality, ethnicity, abortion, the effect of humans on non-human animals, 
and the tendency for humans to believe in a higher power.  Students are informed that some topics will be 
controversial and they will likely have differing views on some issues.  Students are also informed that there is no 
topic that we cannot discuss in a respectful manner.  The students rise to this challenge and are able to discuss 
controversial topics in a respectful way with classmates who hold different and sometimes strongly-held views.  
Another way is related to the fact that students are expected to arrive to class on time and late work is not accepted.  
Students work together to improve their chapter summaries and to improve and to select discussion questions.  So, 
many elements of the course involve students having to depend on or work well with others to accomplish the course 
goals.  The third way pertains to a theme that runs throughout the book and thus the course, and that is the fact that 
what we (and Pinker) are trying to explain is the great similarity among all normal adult humans, despite the variety of 
differences in things like culture and education.  For example, all humans can perceive depth and have an innate 
sense of logic and probability.  Similarly, it is human nature to grieve the death of a loved one and to find incest to be 
repugnant, regardless of any other differences among us. 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 
 
E. Supporting Documents 
☐ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  x Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 
Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 



Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 



Final Paper Assignment 

 

Your final paper for the course is an opportunity to demonstrate what you have learned by applying it to a topic of 
interest to you.  First, identify some problem, issue, or question about human behavior.  For example, it might be 
something like how we can motivate people to take seriously the problem of global warming and climate change.  Then, 
using what you have learned in this course, propose a possible solution.  That is, given the ideas of the computational 
theory of mind and evolution by natural selection, what might a possible solution be?  What would Pinker say the 
solution should be?  Then identify other possible solutions that others have proposed (i.e., from the Standard Social 
Sciences Model perspective).  You do not have to use scholarly sources such as academic journal articles, although you 
may use these if you like.  Other sources that might be useful are things like programs on public radio or television, 
articles published in popular press outlets such as magazines and newspapers, and talks by experts that can be found on 
YouTube or TED.com.  The final task is to compare and contrast the proposed solutions, indicate the one that you think 
is more likely to succeed, and explain why. 

 




