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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department English & Honors 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 234G, The Worlds of Arthur, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Miriam Chaiken 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person mchaiken@nmsu.edu 575-646-2005 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HNRS 2171, The Worlds of Arthur 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcome 
1. Students will examine how texts and narratives, even with fictional implications, still held psychological, 



social, cultural, and religious sway within developed societies throughout history. 
2. Students will synthesize information from an array of both primary and secondary sources to measure 

the cultural significance King Arthur holds in contemporary societies. 
3. Students will extrapolate how a society’s values at any point in history will affect the transference of 

mythos, just as a myth transmits the values of that society. 
 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
    (enter course SLOs here) 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students in HON 234G demonstrate critical thinking by examining the various renditions of the legends of King Arthur 
and the Knights of the Round Table. Students will be looking at this story and how it changes through time not just 
through a historical way but also through a psychological, social, cultural, religious, and mythic way. Throughout the 
course, students will be conducting research and examining various texts, visual art, film, and popular culture in order 
to critically examine the legends of King Author and the Knights of the Round Table as it changes through time 
(Problem Setting/Evidence Acquisition). Students will write two major papers in which they  critically analyze one of 
the books from the class, using readings and other sources given to them throughout the course as well as their own 
research (Problem Setting/Evidence Acquisition). Using a working and developed bibliography, students will address 
their proposed research questions and summarize their sources effectively (Evidence Acquisition).  In these papers, 
students focus on various topics relevant to King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table and assess and defend the 
authority and credibility of the evidence presented to them in their sources and differentiate between relevant and 
irrelevant information (Evidence Evaluation).  Students will synthesize ideas from research sources and generate 
reasonable conclusions in a final research project which will assess the student’s critical thinking and writing abilities 
(Reasoning/Conclusion). 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students in HON 234G will study and analyze the legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table from 
various cultural perspectives and interpretations, engaging in intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence as 
they compare the moral lessons and behavior of the mythic characters relative to contemporary norms. Through 



analyzing the multiple interpretations of these legends from various sources, including books and visual sources, 
students will generate new understandings of the various perspectives that relate to King Arthur’s legends 
(Intercultural Reasoning/Competence). Through the two major papers assigned in class, students will be able to use 
the various sources they have researched and that have been assigned to them in order to compare and contrast a 
range of perspectives on various subjects concerning the legends of King Arthur. Through these papers, students will 
be able to propose their own solution to one or more of these perspectives while referencing back and supporting 
their argument to the original sources (Ethical Reasoning). Students in this class will also use the assigned readings in 
order to collaborate together in group discussions in order to analyze the text and the multiple interpretations of the 
text, as well as to share their thoughts, opinions, and ideas in response to the discussions. Through this collaboration, 
students gain not just an understanding of the texts and the class, but also of the impact and effectiveness of 
teamwork that comes with bouncing off ideas from each other (Collaboration Skills/ Teamwork). 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
Students in HON 234G examine literature of the legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table from a 
literary perspective. Emphasis is given on the evolution of this great story not just through a historical evolution, but 
also through a psychological, social, cultural, religious, and mythic progression (Information Structure). Through the 
two major papers students are required to do and through the final research project, students will engage in an 
iterative process of inquiry that defines a problem or poses a question of various subjects relating to the legends of 
King Arthur. By using various sources inside and outside the class, students will analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas 
gathered through these sources in order to generate a reasonable solution or answer within their essays (Research as 
Inquiry, Digital Literacy). For their written assignments, students will also be using digital sources from various 
websites and databases and will use these to gather information on the topic (Information Structures). Throughout 
their essays, students will be evaluating various types of authorities and integrating new and alternative voices 
throughout their assignments while citing them through proper styles. Throughout the course, location, evaluation, 
and ethical use of print and digital research materials are modeled and discussed, with particular attention to avoiding 
plagiarism (Authority and Value of Information). 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 



☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
  



SAMPLE ASSESMENT- DISSCUSSION BOARD 

The discussion board is vital to the success of this literature class. The discussion tool allows students to post their 
thoughts, opinions and ideas in response to discussion topics. Students are expected to thoughtfully respond to other 
student’s posts in ways that further the discussion. Students can also reply to postings made by fellow students.  

For each week in this course, students are required to post a response to at least one discussion topic. Additionally, 
students must reply to at least one posting made by other students. Be sure to carefully check the Discussion prompts 
for requirements and number of replies. Make your initial postings early in order to allow others sufficient time to 
respond! Please note that “I agree” is not a sufficient response to a student. Your responses must move the discussion 
forward.  

PROMPT #1: 

 “The pen is mightier than the sword.”  

Throughout the chapter “The Sword in the Stone,” Merlin spends most of the time teaching Artur that knowledge is 
greater than brute force, yet Merlin’s overall goal is get Arthur to pull the sword from the stone so that he may become 
king. If the sword is historically a symbol for strength, why then is the sword so important?  

Please post your responses and replies in the discussion board. Your Initial responses to discussion topics must:  

1. Be at least three paragraphs in length. I’ll be looking for a topic sentence for each paragraph as well as 
supporting evidence from the text and/or lecture. Please SPACE between your paragraphs! 

2. Directly answer issues raised in the discussion topic, as well as reflect your own personal observations, 
opinions, reactions, etc.   

3. Create unique a unique response. Do not summarize or regurgitate the material in the text.  
4. Your paragraphs must be properly referenced via in-text citations when utilizing information from other 

sources, including your textbooks.  
Replies:  

These do not have to be three paragraphs in length. However, #2, 3, & 4 above apply. Be SURE you’re moving the 
discussion forward! 

Please use a word processor such as MSWord to write your posts, then copy and paste them into the Discussion. In 
order to ensure that the comments, ideas, and opinions expressed in your posts are more readily shared with others, 
utilize the spelling and grammar checks in your word processor to correct your texts. However, remember that 
spell/grammar checkers are not infallible and do not take the place of the need for you to personally proof read your 
work! Spell checks recognize properly spelled words even if the word is not the one you intended! Note: Posts will be 
docked if they lack proper spelling, grammar, and punctuation and do not follow the four parameters above! 

Grading Rubric 

Item Possible Point Value Your score 
Spelling and Grammar 5  
Appropriate citation of sources and 
bibliography 

5  

Initial response and reply directly 
addresses the topic and reflects 
personal opinion 

5  

Uses supporting evidence from text 
or lecture 

5  

 

Total Points: 20pts  




