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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department History / Honors College 
Course Number, Title, Credits HON 242G, Claiming an American Past, 3cr 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person  
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person  

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☒ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☐ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☒ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
HNRS 2190, Claiming a Multiracial Past 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcome 
1. Students will contextualize the current state of American “being” by focusing on the 



multicultural-social and cultural history of the U.S. in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
2. Students will hone public speaking and presentation skills through classroom discussions and 

activities. 
3. Students will practice interpersonal navigation and maintaining an academic environment of 

respect as they discuss a number of topics that can be considered controversial or subjective. 
 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
    (fill in course SLOs here) 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the first essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students will develop their critical thinking skills over the span of the course by means of various assignments, class 
discussions, presentations, and other activities. During the course, students will analyze how societies develop and 
change over time (Problem Setting).  For some assignments, students will examine evidence presented in primary and 
secondary sources and determine how the author(s) define and present their ideas (Evidence Acquisition).  The 
students will weigh the arguments and identify the main ideas presented.  Students will analyze and evaluate the 
evidence and ideas for reliability, relevance, and accuracy, including understanding and empathizing with people in 
varying historical contexts (Evidence Evaluation, Reasoning/Conclusion).  As part of these exercises, students will 
evaluate the credibility and perspectives of the sources and will express what they have learned through writing 
analytical papers.   In-class discussions require that students come to class prepared and ready to contribute to the 
educational experience, engage in public dialogue using course material not just opinion, engaging is the discussion of 
relevant research and theory, and collaborating with different peers (Reasoning/Conclusion). Through the readings 
and discussion, students will learn to identify common fallacies and how to employ reasoning to build a strong 
argument. 

 
 
 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Students enrolled in this course, will evaluate issues that have affected systems in the natural and human 
environments over the time period covered in the course. They will engage in reading, discussing, and analyzing 



relevant research, philosophy, and theory including those that may challenge their beliefs and biases (Ethical 
Reasoning; Sustainability and the natural & human worlds). Students will complete various written and oral 
assignments that analyze one or more of these perspectives.  Included in these assignments are critical assessments 
of the different factors that influence and determine local and global cultural, political, economic, and social 
developments.  These assignments will include exercises such as historical debates, which will require students to 
collaborate with other students and will build teamwork among the class participants (Civic Discourse, Team Work & 
Value Systems, Collaboration Skills). The readings and in-class discussion focus on understanding American history 
from the point of view of dispossessed, impoverished, and disenfranchised Americans allowing students to evaluate 
personal and social justice issues as they relate to American history (Intercultural Reasoning & Intercultural 
Competence). Through historical debates, students will compare a range of ethical solutions based on different 
perspectives. They will demonstrate the ability to participate in respectful, civic dialogue that shares perspectives and 
recognizes that there are many valid perspectives (Collaboration Skills, Teamwork). Analytical writing assignments will 
allow students to inquire and deduce from evidence the organizational, cultural, economic, and/or political factors 
that have influenced American society.  

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
Students enrolled in HON 242G will demonstrate skill in information and digital literacy through various assignments, 
both oral and written, where they will learn to recognize and analyze different types of historical sources.  They will 
evaluate these sources for their authority and value for historical understanding.  These assignments will include 
written analysis, role playing, historical debates, and other group activities. Students will complete readings and 
engage in discussions adding to the educational experience and learning community. They will engage in public 
dialogue, they will back up their arguments based on class material, and collaborate with peers throughout the 
semester (Authority & Value of Information; Research as Inquiry).  Students will learn how to effectively write and 
communicate their ideas in various formats, including digital environments. Students will select, analyze, and discuss 
primary and secondary source materials appropriate for the topics included in the course (Digital Literacy).  These 
exercises will allow students to demonstrate how they have learned to critically address historical documents and 
other materials by formulating historical arguments and supporting them with relevant information and analysis. 
Analytical writing assignments will allow students to define an appropriate scope of investigation, formulate research 
questions, and reframe research questions in new information requires it (Information Structure). Students will 
analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas gathered from multiple sources to draw reasonable conclusions. 

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



HON 242G: Claiming and American Past 

Final Paper 

Purpose: The purpose of this paper is to give you an opportunity to further explore a topic, issue, or theoretical 
perspective that we discussed in class this semester.  

Assignment: This assignment asks you to write an academic paper that explores in greater depth the work of 
one theoretical perspective that we have discussed in class during the semester. In your paper, you should at 
the least include the following: 

1. An introduction that includes an overview of your topic and defines the parameters of your paper.  
2. A detailed discussion of the topic, issue, or theoretical perspective as you are examining it in the paper. 
3. A focused review of several historical works used in class that have utilized this theoretical perspective  
4. Your analysis of the usefulness of the perspective for history 
5. A conclusion that both summarizes the paper and leaves the reader with something to think about  

References: Your references should include both material from the class and additional resources in history 
and related areas. You should have at least 10 references, but you are welcome to include more.  

Format: Please use Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spacing, 1-inch margins. The title, your name, 
and any other information you wish you include at the beginning of the paper should be on a title page instead 
of on the first page of the paper. Your paper should be approximately 8 pages in length. 

Submission: Submit your paper on Canvas. 

Grading: Papers are worth 25% of your grade. Please refer to the grading rubric on Canvas for details about 
grading criteria for this paper. 

Grading Rubric 

Points: 100 

Criteria Points Possible 
Completeness: Required items carefully included, all directions followed. 10 
Organization: Student writes in logical, interesting sequence that reader can follow. 
There is a clear beginning, middle, and end. 

10 

Content Knowledge: Student demonstrates depth of knowledge and provides 
illuminating explanations and elaborations. 

20 

Analysis: A powerful and illuminating interpretation and analysis of the 
importance/meaning/significance of the research material. 

30 

Connections: Student makes excellent, appropriate connections with other course 
readings. 

20 

Mechanics: Student has few or no grammar, spelling, and word usage mistakes that 
distract the reader 

10 

                                                                                                                                                         
TOTAL 

100 

 




