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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution   New Mexico State University 
Department Journalism & Media Studies 
Course Number, Title, Credits Jour 105G, Media and Society, 3 credits 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Nicholas L. Miller, MA  College Assistant Professor 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person nickmil@nmsu.edu    575-646-7349 

 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☒  AAS 
  

B. Content Area and Essential Skills 
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☒ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☐ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
COMM 1150. Introduction to Mass Communication 

 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  
Student Learning Outcomes.1. Explain various applications of media literacy knowledge and skills.2. Identify 
components that guide the creation, distribution and exhibition of media.3. Describe the goals and methods of 



various media industries.4. Analyze current mass media issues, including ethical issues.5. Describe the evolution of 
media and its cultural, social, geopolitical and economic impact. 

 
Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes  
List institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

 
D. Narrative  

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Throughout the course, students will learn how communication is achieved in traditional mass media as well 
as in new media, including social and digital media.  Students’ awareness will be heightened as they are 
exposed to credible news sources, (websites, books, magazines, television, etc.) which are considered 
honest and fair in their reporting.  Students will compare these credible sources with suspect news outlets 
that have the reputation of publishing false and misleading information.  They will also investigate the 
reporting of the same story by different news organizations. By doing this they will become more aware of 
the various ways in which news is covered by different organizations.  They will also be familiarized with 
organizations such as, “Ad Fontes Media” that measure political bias.  Students will be taught basic 
techniques to determine a news article’s veracity.  One simple guide is distributed by The International 
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions.  It identifies eight ways to check the veracity of news 
stories.  They are: consider the source, read beyond the headline, (many headlines are written simply to ‘get 
clicks.’), check the author, check the supporting sources, check the date, use your critical thinking, (is it a 
joke or too outlandish to be believed), check your own biases, and ask experts. Students will also learn how 
communications through media, including traditional and new/social media, can affect the overall society, 
including people’s perception creation on a certain issue, and how meaning is created socially through 
media communication. By learning these techniques students will be well armed to evaluate and 
understand the increasingly complex media environment. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Throughout the course, students will learn the history and development of various kinds of mass media, (books, 
newspapers, magazines, motion pictures, radio, television, recorded music, and the internet), and each medium’s 
effect on society.  They will also learn how each medium carries with it certain strengths and weaknesses and how 
those strengths and weaknesses affect the message.  Through class discussion and written assignments students 
will be directed in collecting examples of these strengths and weaknesses, (for example; television is particularly 
good at showing emotion, (Aristotle’s pathos), and newspapers are good at showing logical reasoning, (Aristotle’s 
logos).  Students will gain knowledge to enable them to understand how entertainment mass media can drive 
social change or create problems in society.  Examples include “The Jungle,” by Upton Sinclair which spurred 
congress to pass labor safety and food safety laws, and the motion picture, “Birth of a Nation,” which is considered 
an early cinematic masterpiece while at the same time is a racist film filled with racist stereotypes which 
encouraged the revival of the Ku Klux Klan in the early 20th century. 
Students will also learn the importance of investigating news sources so they will be less susceptible to conspiracy 



theories and fake news.  This is accomplished by teaching about fact-checking websites and organizations that 
measure biases in reporting. 

 
Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 
Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models  
In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 
skill. 200 – 300 words. 

 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Through this class students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of mass media influences on society. 
One way they will do this is by comparing the depiction of particular groups of individuals, (ethnic, racial, religious, 
gender, etc.), over time, in one medium, (see sample assignment # 1).  They will gain the tools to recognize more 
pernicious forms of communication such as fake news, propaganda, and conspiracy theories and understand their 
effect on society.  In order to understand the subtleties of news reporting, students will also compare the coverage 
of the same news story by various news outlets, (see sample assignment # 2)  Having these skills is more important 
than ever considering the constant barrage of information from the various forms of mass media and the rapidity 
with which misinformation is spread around the world. The advent of the internet and the speed by which 
information is disseminated makes a knowledgeable and discriminating public more important than ever. 

 
Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 
Research as Inquiry 
      

 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 

Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   



If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 



JOURNALISM 105 G                                         MEDIA & SOCIETY 
Team Assignment 
 
The instructor will assign teams of five students each to analyze the 
top three television shows of the 1950’s, 1980’s, and 2010’s, 
according to the website “Ranker.” 
 
1950’s:   I Love Lucy, Leave it to Beaver, The Twilight Zone 
 
1980’s:  Cheers, Family Ties, Magnum P.I. 
 
2010’s:  The Office, Friends, House 
 
Each team will be assigned one of three colors; red, blue, orange. 
 
Red Teams:   
Will analyze gender roles in program. 
 
Blue Teams: 
Will analyze the diversity of the casts. 
 
Orange Teams: 
Will analyze the family dynamics. “Dynamics” means family member 
structure, family members’ roles in family, relationships among 
members, etc.  
 
Further detailed guideline will be handed out to students throughout 
the semester. And, each team will compile its findings and present 
them to the class. 
 
         



 
JOURNALISM 105 G    
Comparative coverage assignment 
 
 
On April 12, 2015, Freddy Gray, Jr., a 25 year old black man was arrested by the 
Baltimore  Police Department. Police say he was carrying a knife that was illegal 
under Baltimore City Ordinance.  While being transported in a police van Gray 
fell into a coma and was taken to a trauma center where he died five days later.  
His death was ascribed to injuries to his spinal cord.  Six Baltimore police officers 
were suspended with pay and subsequently charged in Gray’s death.  In July, 
2016, all charges against the officers were dropped. 
 
The case was prominent in national news.  Compare the coverage on July 30, 
2016, in The New York Times, New York Post, Fox News (website), and CNN, 
(website).  Write an essay on what you found, paying close attention to words 
used to describe Mr. Gray and the police officers and who was interviewed.  
 
“Coverage” here mean: 

1. Adjective and description of event, including number of facts and 
prominence of individual facts. 

2. Adjective and description of police and their supporters 
3. Adjective and description of Freddy Gray and his supporters 

 
Further detailed guideline will be handed out to students throughout the 
semester.  



Grading Rubric for Media and Society Journalism 105G 
 
 
 
 

Exceptional 
     (4) 

Proficient 
     (3) 

Developing 
      (2) 

Formative 
    (1) 

critical thinking     
How well does the 
assignment 
demonstrate 
understanding of the 
concepts, ideas, and 
analysis of the 
assigned material? 

    

     
personal/social 
responsibility 

    

How well does the 
assignment make 
the connection 
between the medium 
and society? 

    

     
information 
literacy 

    

How well does the 
team make 
connections 
between access to 
mass media and 
socio-economic 
status? 

    

     
 




