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A. Institution and Course Information

Name of Institution New Mexico State University 

Department Social Work 

Course Number, Title, Credits S WK 221G, Introduction to Social Welfare, 3cr 

Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any 
Is this application for your system {ENMU, Yes 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Name and Title of Contact Person 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person 

Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 

181 Yes D No 

This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 

181 AA/ AS/BA/BS O AAS 

B. Content Area and Essential Skills

To which content area should this course be added? Indicate "Other" if the course is not associated with one of the six 

NM General Education content areas. 

0 Communications O Mathematics D Science 
D Humanities D Creative & Fine Arts 

Which essential skills will be addressed? 

181 Social & Behavioral Sciences 
D Other 

181 Communication 181 Critical Thinking D Information & Digital Literacy 
0 Quantitative Reasoning 181 Personal & Social Responsibility 

C. Learning Outcomes

This course follows the CCNS SLOs for 

I SOWK 2110, Introduction to Human Services and Social Work 

List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 

Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 

bt�p://'ll'JWW,h�d,�!c1J� .. ·!JITl,L1�/prggrc1ms/requ�!;J:a� _c�c:1l'lg�:to�the-ri.rr1c:c:ri!;,c1�p>e) 
Student Learning Outcomes 



1. Explain the interactions of social institutions, cultural factors, dimensions of identity, and environment

with the human development and behavior of individuals.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the social work profession's focus on addressing contemporary social issues in

the United States.

3. Describe the mission and services provided by social service agencies at the regional, national, and

global levels.

4. Demonstrate a basic understanding of the social work profession, its history, career opportunities, and

contemporary issues facing social workers in the United States today.

5. Recognize how students' knowledge, skills, and attitudes impact their competence as helping

professionals.

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes 

Identify issues and stereotypes around diversity and inclusion to empowering our local community 

Develop practical skills to communicate efficiently through oral, written or social media in their social, 

professional and civic life 

Learn about local, state, national and global social issues relevant to our local community providing a 

supporting learning environment contributing to student success and social mobility 

D. Narrative

Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 

learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 

Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments. 

To develop communication skills, students have assignments in which they engage in discussion designed 

around their textbook and additional material to share their perspectives and expand their beliefs by 

learning from other's opinions. Students also write about mental health and how this allows them to learn 

about it and evaluate stereotypes behind mental health stigma, which often leads to injustices while 

receiving services. Students are required to use professional references including journal articles and 

credible sources. This sources could include websites includes .gov, .org, or .edu. Students are also required 

to follow the American Psychological Association (APA) format. Although this is an on line class there are 

opportunities for students to engage in online discussion with the instructor and other students through 

their weekly discussions. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 

Students engage in critical thinking through their discussions and written assignments: Students are 

required to evaluate and explain information in their weekly readings as well as understanding the 

information presented in their written assignments. Students have two written assignments for which they 

need to identify and gather information necessary to address the issue. They need to evaluate this 

information as well as to provide information related to the credibility of those sources and the relevance to 

the topic. Students are also to provide a conclusion reflecting personal and professional sources gathered 

for the assignment. The assessment in the written assignments include a specific topic within a social issue, 

reference page of required sources, assess their views and their professional sources and have a conclusion 



to their assignment. This course is design to allow students to learn about social issues in our society and 

how these are socially constructed, the course includes the 4 component skills from stating a problem, 

identifying information addressing to the topic, credible information to evaluate the issue and a reasoning 

or conclusion reflecting their values compared to the information gathered. This is illustrated at the end of 

the syllabus with the description and assessment of the two written assignments. 

Quantitative Reasoning. Communication/Representation of Quantitative Information; Analysis of Quantitative 

Arguments; and Application of Quantitative Models 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

Personal & Social Responsibility. lntercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 

natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 

civic knowledge and engagement - local and global 

This is a pre-requisite for the Bachelor of Social Work as well as a recruitment strategy for the program offer 

in Las Cruces and the different branches through the state. Personal and social responsibility is an essential 

skill to our local community as our society in general. The social work profession addresses issues of 

inequality and social justice, the program in NMSU prepares students for generalist social work practice that 

is ethical and responsive to rapid changing environments who are culturally responsive to populations and 

communities of the Southwest. The assignments in this course are created to learn about intercultural 

reasoning and intercultural competence; sustainability and the natural and human worlds; ethical 

reasoning, collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and civic discourse, civic knowledge and 

engagement - local and global. The assignments involve issues of diversity and cultural and how each 

individual impact our social environment. As society members students review and learn information that 

impact their role in their local society and how their civic knowledge and engagement can influence their 

future and others. This is also illustrated at the end of the syllabus with the description and assessment of 

the two written assignments. 

Information & Digital Literacy. Authority and Value of Information; Digital Literacy; Information Structure; and 

Research as Inquiry 

In this box, provide a narrative that explains how the proposed course addresses the outcomes of the third essential 

skill. 200 - 300 words. 

E. Supporting Documents

D Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended) D Sample Assessment Attached (required) 

F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019)

Link to Institution's General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 





MENTAL	HEALTH	PAPER	

This	assignment	is	targeting	3	essential	skills	required	by	the	general	education	curriculum	
in	New	Mexico.	

Communication:	Students	working	in	social	services	need	to	be	able	to	communicate	
verbally	and	written	form.	This	assignment	will	prepare	students	by	practicing	written	
effective	communication	strategies	to	perform	their	needed	skills	in	social	services	settings.	

Understanding	and	evaluating	information	and	evaluation	and	conclusion,	students	should	
be	able	to	gather	information	through	journal	articles	to	describe	a	mental	health	disorder.	
Then	students	identify	how	this	disorder	impact	individuals.	The	conclusion	includes	the	
overview	of	information	gathered	and	how	this	supports	or	creates	disparities	integrating	
and	building	supporting	arguments	to	the	findings.		

Critical	Thinking:		students	will	collect	and	assess	information	adding	to	learning	to	
communicate	in	their	writing,	students	need	to	be	able	to	apply	and	reason	their	thinking	
and	information	gathered	to	specific	problems	in	social	services.		

Students	need	to	state	a	diagnosis	and	define	it,	gather	evidence	to	address	it	(journal	
articles),	evaluate	the	findings	comparing	it	treatment	and	services	specific	to	the	chosen	
diagnosis	and	information	gathered	regarding	the	support	needed	for	this	diagnosis.	
Conclusion	based	on	information	gathered.	

Personal	and	Social	Responsibility:		This	course	provides	the	opportunity	for	students	to	
learn	about	their	personal	experiences	and	how	this	is	connected	to	their	social	
environment.	This	is	the	beginning	of	their	introduction	to	the	social	work	profession	and	
responsibility	as	social	workers.		

Students	will	learn	about	a	diagnosis	and	how	this	impacts	someone	actions	in	their	
environment	(sustainability	and	the	natural	and	human	worlds).	Students	then	will	explain	
practices	on	the	specific	diagnosis	and	how	someone	can	cope	with	it	(civic	knowledge	and	
engagement).		

	

Choose	a	mental	health	disorder	that	you	are	interested	in	studying.	Use	section	headings	to	
organize	your	answers	to	the	four	questions	below.		

1.	What	is	your	chosen	mental	health	disorder,	and	its	criteria	for	diagnosis?	

2.	How	does	this	disorder	affect	the	individual	on	a	daily	basis?	For	example,	do	people	with	
this	disorder	typically	need	around	the	clock	help?	Are	they	able	to	function	in	a	job,	school	
etc.?	Is	it	permanent/lifelong?	

3.	Are	there	prescription	medications	for	this	disorder?	If	so	what	are	they	and	what	are	the	
effects/side	effects?	

4.	What	type	of	support	or	behavioral	treatment	is	suggested	for	this	disorder?	How	can	
someone	cope	who	has	been	diagnosed	with	this	disorder?	

If	you	are	going	to	discuss	personal	experiences	with	this	disorder,	please	have	them	in	a	
separate	section	from	the	information	above.	You	will	need	to	have	a	minimum	of	four	



professional	references	for	this	paper.	At	least	two	should	be	from	journal	articles,	the	rest	
can	be	from	online	sources	as	long	as	they	are	credible	such	as	.gov,	.org,	or	.edu.	Your	
sources	should	be	cited	in	the	body	of	the	paper,	as	well	as	provided	in	a	References	page	at	
the	end.	This	paper	should	be	3-5	pages	(not	including	the	Cover	Page	or	References),	
double-spaced	with	12	point	font,	in	APA	format.	Begin	your	paper	with	a	Cover	Page,	then	
an	Introduction	section	that	describes	what	your	paper	will	cover.	End	the	body	of	your	
paper	with	a	Conclusion	section	that	summarizes	what	was	covered.	Be	sure	to	include	a	
References	page.	See	the	Grading	Rubric	below.	

		

		

	 Points	
Introduction/Conclusion	 		/5	
Response	to	Question	One	 		/10	
Response	to	Question	Two	 		/10	
Response	to	Question	Three	 		/10	
Response	to	Question	Four	 		/10	
Spelling,	Grammar,	APA	Format	(Follows	
Directions)	 		/5	

TOTAL	POINTS	 		/50	

		

	


