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Course Information 

Department Theatre Arts 
NMSU Course Prefix, Number, and Title THTR 101G, The World of Theatre, 3cr 

      and 
HON 270G, Theatre: Beginnings to Broadway, 3cr 

CCN Prefix, Number, and Title* THEA 1110, Introduction to Theatre, 3cr 
      and 
HNRS 2178, Theatre: Beginnings to Broadway, 3cr 

*  See this state webpage for information on Common Course Numbering 
 

Campus Representative (CR) Team 

Campus (check all that apply) Representative Name and Email 
☒ NMSU-LC (Las Cruces, Main) Claudia Waldrip <clabilli@nmsu.edu> 
☐ NMSU-A (Alamogordo) Opt out 
☐ NMSU-C (Carlsbad) None 
☒ NMSU-DA (Dona Ana) Layle Chambers <lchambers@dacc.nmsu.edu> 
☒ NMSU-G (Grants) Joan Erben <jerben@ad.nmsu.edu> 

 

 
 

Signatures:  A signature indicates approval of the state certification form and sample assignment/assessment.  

 
Academic Department Head:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date   
 
 
 
Academic Dean:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________                                      
Printed Name      Signature    Date  
 

 
 
 
CR Team process (omit if course is taught on only a single campus) 

Describe briefly the process the CR Team used to create and achieve consensus on the certification documents being 
submitted to the GECCC. 
 

Claudia Waldrip Billings from NMSU Main campus wrote the narrative section of the Course Certification Form. 

Layle Chambers from NMSU – D and Joan Ebens -G  provided assignments and rubrics. 

 
 
 



Submission Instructions: Submit the following documents to the GECCC Chair (davsmith@nmsu.edu) at least one week 
prior to any GECCC meeting for consideration at that meeting: 

1. This completed document including:
• (Cover Page) Department Head and Academic Dean(s) signatures on the cover page
• (Cover Page) A description of the CR Team process (only for courses taught on multiple campuses)
• All required information on the State Certification Form, completed in accordance with the Guidelines and

Instructions document available on the GECCC webpage.

2. At least one sample assessment / assignment (required) and an associated grading rubric (recommended).

For system courses, each campus is invited to submit their own sample assessment / assignment. However, if
multiple assignments are submitted, the team must recommend one assignment to be forwarded to the state.

Assignment recommended for submission to the state: __________________________________. 

Other assignments will be placed an assignment library as a reference for future instructors. Note: Inclusion of an 
assignment in the certification proposal does not require a campus or course to use that specific assignment; these 
are meant as examples. 
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☐ Approved, submitted to NMCAC on:

☐ Approved pending the following revisions:

☐ Denied. Please resubmit a new application including signatures after revising as follows:
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New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form 
 

A. Institution and Course Information 
Name of Institution New Mexico State University 
Department Theatre Arts 
Course Number, Title, Credits THTR 101G, The World of Theatre, 3cr 

       and 
HON 270G, Theatre: Beginnings to Broadway, 3cr 
 
HON 270G is an honors version of THTR 101G. Instruction in 
these two courses is not differentiated with respect to general 
education essential skills. We request that this one certification form 
serve to certify both courses. 

Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any  
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Claudia Billings  College Professor, Department of Theatre NMSU 
Email and Phone Number of Contact Person clabilli@nmsu.edu   575-496-6328 
 
Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 
☒  Yes   ☐  No 
 
This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 
☒  AA/AS/BA/BS  ☐  AAS 
  
B. Content Area and Essential Skills 

To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications  ☐ Mathematics  ☐ Science  ☐ Social & Behavioral Sciences 
☐ Humanities   ☒ Creative & Fine Arts   ☐ Other 

 
Which essential skills will be addressed? 

☒ Communication  ☒ Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy 
☐ Quantitative Reasoning  ☒ Personal & Social Responsibility 

 
C. Learning Outcomes 
This course follows the CCNS SLOs for  
THEA 1110, Introduction to Theatre, 3cr 



      and 
HNRS 2178, Theatre: Beginnings to Broadway, 3cr 
 
List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 
Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx)  

Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Define and discuss basic theatre terms and concepts. 
2. Discuss the fundamental elements of theatre, and the ways in which theatre differs from other art 

forms. 
3. Analyze and critique the elements of a live theatrical production. 
4. Identify and describe the roles of various theatre artists including actors, directors, playwrights, 

dramaturges, and designers. 
 
 
 

 
D. Narrative  
Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 
 
Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
The ways in which this course helps students to develop communication skills, whether online or face-to-face, are endless. The 
course is taught in both modalities on the NMSU Main Campus and the DACC Campus. It is taught as a traditional lecture 
course at NMSU Grants. The skills begin to development when students meet and respond to each other in class and online. 
They soon learn the vocabulary of the theatre and begin discussion of the plays they have read and later in the semester they 
will discuss the shows they see live.  Students are required to write a formal evaluation of the plays they see and/or read. They 
must find evidence within the plays to use as supportive arguments for the analysis of the literature in terms of themes, 
symbolism, character, etc. They must also use the “vocabulary” they have learned and supportive examples from the play to 
support their own opinions. In a more informal communication genre in the online courses, students post “discussion postings” 
of what they have seen and discuss with their classmates their opinions and experiences.  It can be anything from what they 
liked or disliked about costumes or actors or what they thought of the architecture of the theatre. This communication is less 
evaluature and more sharing of how their classmates experienced a common event. In some of the sections of this course, 
including the online sections, the students use oral communication skills when they present personal stories or monologues 
from plays for their classmates. The online students do this assignment on video. 

 
Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Critical Thinking skills are inherent in this course. Students are constantly asked to question their assumptions 
about what they read and performances they see in class. They learn to conceptualize problems and envision 
solutions by using their own imagination and that of theatre artists. By reading and watching plays, they are 
challenged to put themselves empathetically and intellectually in to the thought process of others and therefore 
learn to see others from a new point of view. Students learn that the theatre is a collaborative process and that 
learning to assess others ideas and decisions in relationship to their own is part of the process.  Learning to put 
these new ideas into writing is another step. Writing play reviews and discussion postings allows students to 
practice critical thinking and with teacher assessment, they learn if their thinking skills meet college standards.  In 
the online section of the course, the students must do a creative assignment that requires them to make 
conclusions about the play and then create a poster, set design, costume design, etc. for a specific audience. They 



may be asked to sell a play they don’t like to an audience and think about why others do like the play.  The 
historical elements of the class let students explore and think critically about why and how the theatre was 
important to different cultures at different times.   
 
 
Personal & Social Responsibility. Intercultural reasoning and intercultural competence; Sustainability and the 
natural and human worlds; Ethical reasoning; Collaboration skills, teamwork and value systems; and Civic discourse, 
civic knowledge and engagement – local and global  
Every play a student reads or sees presents a chance for them to develop intercultural and ethical reasoning. 
“Romeo and Juliet” is a study of civic discourse, “A Doll’s House” is a study of women’s rights, “Fences” is study of 
family and race.  These plays present questions of ethics and values in manner students can tolerate and 
understand. They enjoy the experience of the play and then when asked to write about and study it, they realize 
they have learned from it.  
Throughout the course, students learn that Theatre as a collaborative process and is about solving problems. They 
meet actors, designers, directors, stage managers, playwrites and others. 
At the NMSU main campus students experience civic knowledge and civic engagement by making reservations and 
buying tickets for plays at the ASNMSU Center for the arts. They experience being the part of a common audience 
that is expected to act in a certain socially acceptable manner by quietly watching and play and showing 
appreciation at the end by applauding. Many of out students have never attended a live production of any kind and 
it is a learning experience for them to simply be a part of a active audience.  
 
E. Supporting Documents 
☒ Sample Course Rubric Attached (recommended)  ☒ Sample Assessment Attached (required) 
 
F. Assessment Plan (Must be on file with HED by August 1, 2019) 
Link to Institution’s General Education Assessment Plan Click here to enter text. 

This course meets institutional standards for general education. 

 
_____________________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature of Chief Academic Officer     Date 

 

HED Internal Use Only 

Presented to NMCC on ______________________________ 
Date 

☐Approved ☐Denied   

If denied, rationale: 

 

Institution Notified on _________________________________ 
   Date 

 

 



Attend a live theatrical performance (100 points max) or view an approved recorded performance (85 
points max). Write a one-page review. For the first performance review, if you are not able to attend a 
live performance, I recommend watching a classic film. A live theatrical performance may be 
professional, academic, or amateur, local or out of town. A list of approved recorded performances 
(films) is provided. You may substitute one of the theatrical performances with an alternative of 
comedy, dance, or music with prior approval. 
 
Please write a one-page review to include your opinion of the play (text), the production (lights, set, 
costumes, etc.), the performance (acting), and your overall experience. 

Writing a Critical Review 

Each student will view and write a review for three theatrical events as assigned.  
•    A live performance review may count for up to 100 points maximum 
•    A recorded performance (film) may count for up to 85 points maximum 

Each review will provide approximately 10% of the student’s total grade. The purpose of the writing 
assignment is to substantiate your experience and demonstrate knowledge of dramatic literature and 
production. 
 
Evaluation: 
Students will be graded on their opinion, attention to production elements, and expression of original 
critical thinking. 
 
Due Dates: 
Refer to Syllabus/Weekly List of Activities 
 
Play Review Format: MLA or APA 
Minimum 1 page – Maximum 2 pages, 300 words 
Double spaced, 12 point font 
No title pages 
Play titles should always be title case, italicized or underlined. Ex:  Oedipus Tyrannos or Oedipus Rex 
PLEASE IDENTIFY PLAY OR FILM BY STATING YEAR PERFORMED, DIRECTOR, ACTORS, ETC. OR IDENTIFY 
THE LOCATION OF A LIVE PERFORMANCE! 
 
What To Look For When Watching A Play: 

• Details of particular interest to you 

• Fundamental story line 

• Principal Characters 

• Impact the play is having on you 

Tip:  TAKE NOTES!  (Do bring a small pocket notebook and pencil when going to the theatre, it will be a 
tremendous help when trying to write the review and makes you look important!) 



 
What To Write About? 

You do not need to write about all of the following, but you should reference at least one element in 
each of the three areas of focus: 
 
    The Play (as it was written): 

• Theme (what was it about)? 

• Characters (which characters did you like and/or not like)? 

• Was the play pertinent to your life? 

• What were the highlights or low points of the dramatic action? 

• What was exhilarating? Boring? Confusing? 

    The Production (as it has been made into performance): 

• Acting 

• Sets 

• Costumes 

• Lighting and Sound 

• Direction (how the play was directed) 

     The Audience Experience (how it felt to watch): 

• House staff/facility 

• Attendance 

• Reaction 

• Symbiosis (how did you interact with the other audience members)? 

Write your review from YOUR POINT OF VIEW!  

Have an OPINION! 

Develop a critical eye and a distinct taste and therefore appetite for theatre! 
 
Enjoy the Show! 

 

 



CRITICAL REVIEW 

 
Criterion 

Ratings 
 

 
Points 

25 pts 
Exceeds 

13 pts 
Meets 

0 pts Needs 
Improvement 

Clearly identifies 
performance: whether live or 
recorded, where or major 
artist(s) associated with 
specific production. 

    

Clearly indicates opinion and 
justification based upon 
observation. 

    

Bases critical opinion on 
specific production 
element(s) and identifies 
elements clearly 
(performance, direction, 
design, technical, etc.). 

    

Review is complete, meets 
page requirements, and 
written with a minimum of 
spelling and grammar 
mistakes. 

    

Comments:  
 
 
 

Total Pts 

 

 


