
NEW MEXICO HIGHER EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

     SUSANA MARTINEZ DR. BARBARA DAMRON  
GOVERNOR      CABINET SECRETARY 

New Mexico General Education Curriculum Course Certification Form

A. Institution and Course Information
Name of Institution New Mexico State University- Las Cruces 
Department Interdisciplinary Studies 
Course Number, Title, Credits W S 201G, Introduction to Women’s Studies, 3 credits 
Co-requisite Course Number and Title, if any 
Is this application for your system (ENMU, 
NMSU, & UNM)? 

Yes 

Name and Title of Contact Person Dr. Laura Anh Williams, Associate Professor, Director of Gender 
and Sexuality Studies  

Email and Phone Number of Contact Person lawill@nmsu.edu, 575-646-1662 

Was this course previously part of the general education curriculum? 

X  Yes   ☐  No

This course will fulfill general education requirements for (check all that apply): 

X  AA/AS/BA/BS  X  AAS

B. Content Area and Essential Skills
To which content area should this course be added? Indicate “Other” if the course is not associated with one of the six 
NM General Education content areas. 

☐ Communications ☐Mathematics ☐ Science  X Social & Behavioral Sciences
☐ Humanities ☐ Creative & Fine Arts ☐ Other

Which essential skills will be addressed? 

X Communication X Critical Thinking ☐ Information & Digital Literacy

☐ Quantitative Reasoning X Personal & Social Responsibility

C. Learning Outcomes
This course follows the CCNS SLOs for 
GNDR 2110G, Introduction to Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 



List all learning outcomes that are shared between course sections at your institution. 
Common Course Student Learning Outcomes (find Common Course SLOs at: 
http://www.hed.state.nm.us/programs/request-a-change-to-the-nmccns.aspx) 
1. Understand foundational concepts, theories, and approaches to gender and sexuality in conjunction
with contemporary social justice movements such as feminism.
2. Describe the range of social and political forces that shape and are shaped by gender, sexuality,
race/ethnicity, and other intersecting categories of identity.
3. Demonstrate the ability to conduct intersectional analysis.
4. Develop and improve skills in reading, critical thinking, academic writing, and public speaking.

Institution-specific Student Learning Outcomes N/A 

D. Narrative
Explain what students are going to do to develop the critical skills (selected above) and how you will assess their 
learning? 

Communication. Genre and Medium Awareness, Application and Versatility; Strategies for Understanding and 
Evaluating Messages; and Evaluation and Production of Arguments.  
Throughout the course, students will practice strategies for understanding and evaluating texts (written 
language and other cultural artifacts) and developing arguments of their own. Strategies include prompting 
students to seek key arguments and counterarguments, applying theoretical lenses, and synthesizing new 
arguments based in research. In writing assignments and other projects, students will communicate in 
various genres and media (oral, written, audio) using strategies appropriate to the rhetorical situation. 
Students will integrate support for their own ideas with information from sources that are used and cited 
appropriately. For example, students are asked to identify a concept utilized in more than one reading 
assignment and to define that concept as they understand it. Students then comment on one another’s 
concepts and definitions. Students’ responses evaluate other students’ ideas and use of supporting 
evidence. Student learning is assessed in a rubric that measures clarity of writing as well as analysis and use 
of sources. 

Critical Thinking. Problem Setting; Evidence Acquisition; Evidence Evaluation; and Reasoning/Conclusion 
Students will develop critical thinking skills through learning practices that cultivate critical reading skills and 
analytical approaches to critical debate. Students will practice the act of interpretation, and the 
identification and employment of forms of evidence to support their reasoning, build arguments, and 
develop conclusions. Such problem-solving and interpretation practices rest on an understanding of the 
possibility of diverse theoretical positions, interpretations, cultural contexts, and approaches. A possible 
example of this is an assignment that prompts students to produce a sympathetic reading of a text, such as 
a newspaper article, that goes along with “the grain” of text’s conclusions and forms of evidence while 
another component of the assignment asks students to read against it to uncover unstated assumptions, 
logical fallacies, and other rhetorical practices based in the text. Evaluation in such an assignment will 
measure the extent to which students demonstrate the ability to interpret the text, analyze it, develop a 
new argument, and support it 





New Mexico State University 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Sample Assessment: GNDR 2110G 

 

GNDR 2110G: INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN’S, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES 

 

Week 5: Identity and Embodiment 
After reading this week's selection from Women of Color and Feminism and viewing the YouTube videos, 
write 2-3 paragraphs that defines what INTERSECTIONALITY means and how this contributes to what 
"feminism" or "Women's and Gender Studies" means. How does the idea of INTERSECTIONALITY ask us to 
think about identity and embodiment in a new way?  Choose at least three different quotations from the 
assigned essays to support your ideas. You may include direct quotations from the video "Black Folk Don't 
Do Feminism" as one of your sources. 

Remember to include specific quotations, announce the author and source, and include page numbers and a 
list of works cited in MLA or APA style. 

** Remember to RESPOND to a classmate’s discussion. Think of our Discussions as you would a 
conversation in a classroom. If someone responds to you or asks you a question, you enhance the 
conversation by following up with your own questions, insights, and meaningful comments. Remember to 
keep these grounded in the assigned texts, and engage with key concepts 

 

UNDERGRADUATES write at least 250-400 words  

 



 

New Mexico State University 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Sample Course Rubric: GNDR 2110G 
 
This sample scoring rubric is for a sample assignment (referred to as “sample assessment”) for GE certification 
of GNDR 2110G, focusing explicitly on the essential skills of COMMUNICATION (effectiveness and clarity of 
writing, following grammatical and formal citation practices), CRITICAL THINKING (engagement with and 
analysis of concepts), and PERSONAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (connecting concepts about identity 
categories to larger questions privilege/oppression). Instructors may design their own rubrics for their 
assignments throughout their courses. 
 
Assessment Scoring Rubric 

 
 Exceptional  

(4) 
Proficient 

(3) 
Developing  

(2) 
Formative 

(1) 
COMMUNICATION     

 
How effective is the writer’s focus, 
organization, and support? 

 

    

 
How well does the document follow 
correct research formatting styles? 
 

    

 
How well does the document follow 
standards of grammar, mechanics, 
and usage? 
 

      
 

  
 

CRITICAL THINKING     
 

How well does assignment 
demonstrate understanding of the 
concepts, engagement with the 
ideas, and analysis of assigned 
material 
  

    

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

    

 
How effectively does the writer 
make connections between social 
categories and experiences of 
privilege/oppression? 

 

    
 

  
 

  
 

  

 

 




